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‘Tis the Season
By Deacon Bob Cox
State Faith/Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and families! Hope all is well
with each of you! By now, we are in the middle of Advent
and preparing the way of the LORD! Advent is the time to
prepare for the coming of the LORD….His birth and His
second coming!
Brothers, as we gather today and each Sunday of Advent as a
family, let us pray for the grace we need to live as children of
God and of hope and light. Let us remember that the Advent
Wreath is a symbol of our growth in hope, peace, joy, love,
and anticipation that Jesus Christ will enter into our lives more
completely. As we light the candles on the Wreath, let’s pray
that this light of the Wreath will be like the light of Jesus as
it enlightens our hearts and souls and helps to eliminate the
darkness in our world.
Let us pray, “Loving God, You are the source of our hope,
peace, joy, and love. The source of life and of all that is
good. As Knights of Columbus, as Catholic faithful, we
look forward to the coming of the light of Jesus on Christmas
day. Let us share the joy and happiness of this day with our
brothers and sisters who are in need…fi nancially, spiritually, 
physically, who are homeless, who are hungry, who need to
see the light of Christ in their lives. Grant that we can live
our lives as Blessed Fr. McGivney was able to…in charity and
love. Amen.” As Knights of Columbus, and with Blessed Fr.
Michael McGivney interceding for us, may we be men and
women of peace and justice and prayer and be a light to the
world, a beacon for those who are living in darkness.
My Brothers, in these last hours of Advent, read Luke 1:41-

43, and contemplate those words of Elizabeth that she speaks
to the Virgin Mother Mary. Form those words into a prayer.
Maybe you should ask yourselves, “How does it happen that
God sent His Only Begotten Son into the world for my sake?”
God really does love you, my Brothers and Sisters!
“In those days a decree went out from CaesarAugustus that the
whole world should be enrolled…So all went to be enrolled,
each to his own town. And Joseph too went up…to Judea, to
the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her
fi rst-born son.  She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and 
laid him in a manger, because there was not room for them
in the inn.” (Luke 2:1,3-7)
So, my Brother Knights, as Joseph took Mary out of Nazareth
and went to Bethlehem (which means “house of bread”) this
fulfi lled the prophecy of Micah that said the Messiah would 
come from Bethlehem. While there in Bethlehem, Mary
gave painful birth to her Son, as Joseph named him Jesus.
The stories tell it that He was born in a stable, in a manger.
Probably the truth is that Jesus was born in a stable in a cave,
a place carved out of the side of a hill, that had a manger in it
and that led to Him being kept warm by having the animals
around him to help protect and keep Him warm throughout
the night as His Mother recuperated from childbirth with
Joseph guarding them all.
My friends, have a Blessed Christmas, a Merry Christmas, a
Christmas fi lled with good feelings and love, as Jesus came 
to save us by His Love!
Happy New Year, too!
Deacon Bob and Sue Cox
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

“She	gave	birth	to	her	�irst-born	Son	and	wrapped	Him	in	
swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the place where travelers lodged”
(Luke2:7)
Worthy Brothers,
As I write this article, we have just begun the Advent Season
– a time of waiting, a time of re�lecting, and a time of asking 
ourselves, are we ready to welcome the Savior into our world
once again. By the time this is published we will be just a
short two weeks before Christmas.
I recall all the hullabaloo that was raised when Prince Charles
and Diana were expecting the birth of their son, an heir to the
throne. Contrast this to the birth of Jesus – our true King and
our Lord.
God chose to have his Son born in a cave rather than some
royal palace. From the time of his birth until his death on the
cross, Jesus’ life was one of service. He told us that he came to
serve rather than to “be served”. He told us that whatever we
do or we don’t do for our brothers and sisters we do (or don’t
do) for Him.
Two months before his assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. during a speech in Atlanta said, “Everybody can be great
because everybody can serve. You don’t have to know about
Plato and Aristotle to serve. You don’t have to know Einstein’s
theory of relativity to serve. You don’t have to know the
second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You
only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love, and
you can be that servant.”
Brother Knights, I thank you for your service this year and
for all you do for our honored Order. My prayer for you this
Christmas Season is that you take some time to spend with
your family and friends and enjoy all the gifts that God has
blessed you with.
A most Blessed and Merry Christmas to all of you from Judy
and myself.

Vivat Jesu!

As Christmas approaches, please keep our seminarians in your
prayers as they go into their fi nals this week.  Please welcome 
them back into your parish during the holidays and encourage
them in their vocation. It is important that our seminarians
feel a close bond with the diocese.
I often speak of priestly vocations in this column but we also
should remember our deacons who help to provide needed
help to the thin ranks of priests in the diocese. When was
the last time that you invited a deacon from your parish to
come and give his vocation story to the council? Possibly his
story may open a door for other members of your council to
consider the permanent diaconate. Father Bruce Barnett felt
a calling to the diaconate several years ago then switched to
the seminary and became a priest.
Does your parish have a chalice program to pray for voca-
tions? Perhaps your council could start one in the parish. The
purpose of the chalice program is to encourage families to
pray and promote vocations to the Priesthood and Religious
Life. The consecrated Chalice is a tangible reminder of this
special intention for the Church. The Second Vatican Council
highlights the responsibility of the laity to pray for and support
vocations. This urgent call has been strongly affi  rmed in the 
writings and addresses of both Pope John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI.
Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to support
vocations. A vocation is a call from the Holy Spirit, a gift
from God that is nurtured in prayer. When we pray for voca-
tions, we lift up to our Father those men and women whom
He is calling to follow Him in a very special way. We hope
that those who bring the cup home will continue to pray daily
for vocations.
I hope that you and your family have a Blessed Christmas.
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

Ceremonials
CHARITY, UNITY, FATERNITYEXEMPLIFICATION
BY DISTRICTS AS OF 11/10/2021

DISTRICT QUOTA COMPLETED
1 4 4
2 4 3
3 4 4
4 4 0
5 4 4
6 4 0
7 4 5
8 4 3
9 4 6

10 4 3
11 4 0
12 4 3
13 4 3
14 4 3
15 4 1
16 4 1

Peace and God Bless.
Tony Zammarrelli
PGK, DD 2
State Ceremonial Director
803-466-3111 (cell)

803-738-0862 (home)

“The brightest Christmas ever was lit by a single star and
swaddled in the most drab colors but off ered mankind the 
greatest gift of all...true and lasting love.” -Toni Sorenson

The holiday season is upon us, so, I want to take this op-
portunity once again to remind all our Sir Knights of the
importance of our Military Chaplains Scholarship Fund. A
recent interview of Archbishop Broglio of the Archdiocese
of the Military Service revealed that the military chaplaincy
has hit an all-time low census. America has just 157 Catholic
Chaplains to service all branches of the military. That totals,
with veterans, reservists, and families around 1.8 Million
Catholics. Again, at all Statewide functions, the once famous
pass the helmet mission will be renewed so that South Carolina
can do its part to help alleviate this disparity.

Another way to share in the Holiday spirit is to give generously
to those who have had losses this year. None more so than
the brothers in the Midwest, many of who lost everything in
a matter of minutes from a series of Tornados that devastated
Maysville and surrounding towns in Kentucky.
You can send checks to KofC charities or Directly to the
Knights in Kentucky at:

Knights of Columbus Charities of KY, Inc (KY Tornado
relief in the memo line)
Cameron Peck, PSD
796 Wellington Way
Lexington, KY 40503

On a brighter note, we are planning another large fourth de-
gree exemplifi cation at Corpus Christi church in Lexington, 
on February 19th. The Knights in South Carolina are excited
about getting back to “normal” and reviving the Mass – Ex-
emplifi cation - Banquet order that we had become used to in 
the past. Remember thatALL Knights who have gone through
the new initiation degree are eligible to become “Sir Knights”.
Recruiting this year has been abundant and so should the
fourth-degree class. Thank you all for asking new Knights to
be Patriotic and visible.
The Honoree for this degree will be the former District
Secretary Marcel Dube’.
Also, we will be having our fi rst annual exemplifi cation at 
the State convention in Myrtle Beach this Spring. We have

just begun to plan, and the sign-up packet should be out soon.

Until next month, have a very Merry Christmas and a safe
and Happy New year.
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From the State Protocol
Chairman

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and
Members of the State Council:

Protocol Chairman,
Protocol
Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council: Protocol By defi nition, protocol is a system 
of rules that explain the correct conduct and procedures to be
followed in formal situations. We can add further that it covers
anything that is proper and in good taste. While it’s Impos-
sible to cite every rule governing all situations, by applying
formal courtesy you will never go wrong in those situations
not covered in the Protocol booklet. We should always display
proper consideration for the offi  ce represented by the person. 
In no way should we let dislike for a person infl uence our 
respect for the offi  ce he holds.
Councils and Assembly Meetings
The Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator must conduct their
meetings in accordance with the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by your
Councils or Assembly’s by-laws and according to parlia-
mentary procedure. The standard reference on the subject of
procedure is Robert’s Rules of Order. The order of business
for conducting a Council or Assembly meeting is outlined in
The Method of Conducting Council Meetings (#10318) and
The Method of Conducting Assembly Meetings(#10325),
both available from “knightsgear.com.” Presiding offi  cers 
should control all meetings so that they follow the set agenda
by limiting any sidebar discussion. When a member wishes
to speak, he does so by rising from his seat, addressing the
chair by saying “Worthy Grand Knight” or Worthy Faithful
Navigator” and renders the salute. (Representing the tree of
the Cross, the member makes a vertical motion, with his arm
and vertically opened hand, from top to bottom). The presid-
ing offi  cer recognizes the speaker by announcing his name 
and rendering the salute in return. (Representing the arms of
the Cross, the presiding offi  cer makes a horizontal motion, 
with his arm and horizontally open hand, from left to right).
The presiding offi  cer should at all times refer to and address 
the offi  ces by their proper title. He is thus setting a good ex-
ample for all members to follow. All members who are not
offi  cers should be recognized by name as “Brother ________” 
or “Sir Knight ________”All questions or comments must
be directed to the chair (the presiding offi  cer), for example: 
“Worthy Grand Knight or Worthy Faithful Navigator may I
ask the previous speaker to explain…..” The presiding offi  cer 
always speaks in the third person such as “The chair rules
that …” or Your Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator reports

that Members should speak of the chair in the third person:
“Worthy Grand Knight or Worthy Faithful Navigator will the
chair please explain the eff ect of the pending motion?”

Human Relations
1. Speak to people. There is nothing as nice as a cheerful
word of greeting.

2. Smile at people. It takes 72 muscles to frown — only
14 to smile.

3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to anyone's
ears is the sound of his own name.

4. Be friendly and helpful. If you would have friends
be friendly.

5. Be cordial. Speak and act as if everything you do
were a genuine pleasure.

6. Be genuinely interested in people.
7. Be generous with praise — cautious with criticism.
8. Be considerate with the feelings of others, it will be

appreciated.
9. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others. There are

three sides to a controversy; yours, the other fellows and the
right one.

10. Be alert to give service. What counts most in life is
what we do for others.
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy ..................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ........................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
State Warden ...........................................................................Christopher Hilditch ............................................ 803-316-6283
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Vacant
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Thomas O’Donnell ....................................... 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Vacant
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Dr. Richard Swain ........................................ 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-0640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................Paul Setti....................................................... 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Bruce C. Hutchison....................................... 803-577-6473
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-453-6411
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765)..........................................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, PGK, FDD .......................... 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Community Director .........................................................................Joseph Mule ........................................................... 843-224-1948
Family Director.................................................................................John A. Olson......................................................... 864-354-5680
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tem Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................James Weiskircher.................................................. 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Chris Carter............................................................ 864-356-3716
Spiritual/Faith Director .....................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ........................................... 803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Gustavo valdez....................................................... 816-316-0182
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley......................................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard Gabriel, PGK.............................................. 843-797-680
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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