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January 2021
TBD Council Free Throw Championship
1 Holy Day of Obl igat ion - Solemnity of

Mary, Mother of God
8 - 9 Proudly Pro-Life Weekend - Columbia, SC

Jan 29 National Pro-Life March - Washington, DC
February 2021

TBD District Free Throw Championship
6 Grand Knights Mid-Winter Meeting* - Doors

open at 8:30 AM - St. John Neumann School Gym
Columbia, SC

6 State Charity Ball - St. John Neumann School Gym
Columbia, SC

20  SC District Fourth Degree 83rd Exemplifi cation - 
 St Gregory the Great - Bluff ton, SC 

March 2021
6 SC Catholic Men’s Conference - Cardinal

Newman School - Columbia, SC
14 State Free Throw Championship - Cardinal

Newman School, Columbia SC (Tentative)

“January Busyness”
By Deacon Bob Cox State Spiritual/Faith Director
Greetings my brother Knights and families!  I pray God fi lled 
your Christmas with much happiness and love and that you
said “thank you” to Him for the love He has shared with you
(us), His Son!
The month of January is a very busy month indeed. On Janu-
ary 1, we celebrated the Solemnity of Mary; January 3, we
celebrated the Epiphany; January 8, March for Life Dinner;
January 9, March for Life to State Capital; January 10, we
celebrated the Baptism of Jesus; January 18, National Holiday
for Martin Luther King’s birthday; January 22, Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. (On a personal
note, January 11, Sue and I celebrated our 46th. Wedding
Anniversary; January 26, Sue’s birthday; January 30, my 5th.
Diaconate Anniversary.)
Now, because we celebrated the Baptism of Christ earlier
this month, I would like to discuss baptisms a little bit. The
Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist is a major event in the
life of Jesus. Jesus came to John while he was baptizing
people in the Jordan River. As soon as Jesus was baptized,
as He came up out of the water, and the heavens were torn
open and the Spirit, like a dove, descended upon Him. And
a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son;
with You I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11)
The Holy Spirit played an important part in the Baptism
of Jesus. Remember what John said about Jesus, “He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8) Because of this
act of love from God and the Holy Spirit, this love must have
reassured Jesus that from that day forward He would not be
alone in His eff ort to make God’s Kingdom a reality.  All of 
this took place to reassure Christ’s followers that they belong

to a loving, caring Father, God.
For us in our baptism, let me remind you of the wonderful
plan of God, Who, willed to sanctify the human soul and
body through water. “God graciously bestows his abundant
life through the sacrament of water on those who believe.”
“Let us then raise our minds to Him, and with one heart pray
that He may be pleased to pour out His grace from this (bap-
tismal) font upon the chosen one(s) to be baptized.” (Order
of Baptism for Children)
Brothers, it is so important that you infl uence your children 
to get their children baptized and to infl uence your fellow 
parishioners as well. Don’t leave it to chance. It is a way
for you to evangelize within your church, and also a way to
recruit new members! Of course, once these little ones, and
children, and adults are baptized, you must remain vigilant
and do your best to keep them coming to church. Too many
people quit attending Mass after their child is baptized! The
one unbelievable article that I recently read is that “over the
last 3 decades, 60-70% of the baptized do not practice the
faith!” (Our Sunday Visitor)
So, let us remember that the Sacrament of Baptism is the most
important sacrament, as it is the gateway to the other sacra-
ments. When baptized, we receive forgiveness of original sin
and entry into the Church, the Body of Christ. It is a free gift
that is given to us! Viva Cristo Rey!
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From the State Deputy
Daniel Barton

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

State Deputy continued on page 4

Brother Knights,

Happy New Year! I hope this edition of the Palmetto Bulletin
fi nds you and your family well.

Since the beginning of January, we have witnessed many Feast
Days within the life of the Church. At the very outset, we
dedicated the New Year to Mary on the Solemnity honoring
her as Mother of God, and celebrated the Solemnity of the
Epiphany, in which we rejoice with her, as her Son is adored
by the three Wise Men.

In his Epiphany homily in 2009, Pope Benedict XVI said,
“Epiphany, the ‘manifestation’ of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
is a many-faceted mystery. The Latin tradition identifi es it 
with the visit of the Magi to the Infant Jesus in Bethlehem.
… The Eastern tradition on the other hand gives priority to
the moment of Jesus’ Baptism in the River Jordan when he
manifested himself as the Only Begotten Son of the heavenly
Father, consecrated by the Holy Spirit. John’s Gospel, how-
ever, also invites us to consider as an “epiphany” the wedding
at Cana, during which, by changing the water into wine, Jesus
‘manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in him”.

This month, we also observe Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal
holiday. One of my favorite talks of his was when he spoke
about your life’s blueprint. In it, he stated that we all must
have as a basic principle the determination to achieve excel-
lence in our various fi elds of endeavor, a deep belief in our 
own dignity, and the eternal principles of self-worth.

In the days and months ahead, each of us will have to deter-
mine what our legacy, as a fraternal leader during a time of
a worldwide pandemic will be. My brothers, our works of
Charity cannot wait for the world to return to a new sense
of normal. Instead, we must all decide what our individual
and collective good works will be for the remainder of this
fraternal year.

As fraternal leaders, I challenge each of you to achieve Star

We have been very fortunate to have Father Matthew Gray
as Vicar of Vocation. This fall, we had 10 new seminarians
join the program. We have never had over 20 young men in
the program in my 11 years as state vocation chair. He has
done a great job. Sadly, Father Gray, who is in the Air Force
Reserve, has been deployed. He will be missed. Monsignor
Harris will be fi lling in for him while he is on active duty.  
He is the Vicar General, interim Vicar for Vocations as well
as pastor, that has just lost his Parochial Vicar to fi ll in for a 
priest that died in the diocese. Please keep Monsignor Harris
and Father Gray in your prayers.
Both Sebastian Barbosa-Garcia, in his 2nd year of Theology,
and Nick Shiver, in his 1st year of Theology have asked for a
leave of absence and will not be returning for the spring term.
Please keep them in your prayers as well.
Remember that it is all of our jobs to help identify and encour-
age young people to consider a vocation to the clergy. We
are a mission diocese because we must rely on priests from
other dioceses and nations to serve our parishes. Thank you
for your support of our seminarians.



The Palmetto State Bulletin 3 January 2021

Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto Province

Brothers,

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who
loves one another fulfi lls the law.
Love does no harm to a neighbor therefore love is the fulfi ll-
ment of the law” Romans 13

In this ever-changing political landscape, it is tough to be part
of a Catholic, Pro-life, Patriotic organization and not be a
party supporter or at least a little partisan one way or the other.

When it comes to abortion however, neither side is blameless
nor is either side the answer to the problem. Both sides have
a lot of work to do to end this issue once and for all. On one
side, Catholics must work even harder to continue the fi ght 
for the unborn and on the other side the Catholic must be a
beacon of change and hope in a hostile environment.

One such way is to attend and be active in the Proudly Pro-
life weekend. The Rally that happened on January 9, 2021
marked the 47th anniversary of Roe V. Wade, the Supreme
Court ruling making abortion legal in America. There was,
once again, a strong showing of Knights and Catholics at
the rally, although not as strong as in the past due to COVID
restrictions, but strong none the less. This issue is not going
away anytime soon and unborn babies across the world need
the Knights of Columbus to stand up for them.

There are two things that I know about abortion: fi rst is that it 
is simply murder, and secondly, it is a women’s rights issue.
And as such it is only going to be stopped with the aid of The
Most Blessed Woman. This year I am requesting all Knights
to ask our Blessed Mother to intercede for us, because without
divine intervention I do not believe we can get this done. So,
use the most powerful weapon that you have in your spiritual
arsenal--the Rosary of Mary--and say it often.

Let’s work together to make abortion a thing of the past.

Thank you and God bless you in this New Year!

Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

State Deputy continued from page 2

Council and at the same time, the State Council will strive
for the Circle of Honor. This is by far the most eff ective way 
we can prove that we put our Faith into Action. That we truly
care for the needy, the sick, the disadvantaged as well as the
spiritual wellbeing of our fellow Catholic brothers and their
families.

With 5 ½ months left in the fraternal year, each of us can make
this a reality. Once you have discussed this with your council
leadership, you must set out to fi nish this fraternal year in 
a strong fashion. This will take persistence and determina-
tion. This winning mindset of persistence and determination
reminds me of another one of King’s famous quotes “If you
can't fl y then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't walk 
then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving
forward.”

I truly wish the best for you and your Council, and if your
District Deputy or State Offi  cers can be of any assistance 
please let us know.

Fraternally Yours,
Daniel

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:
Correspondence
With Council and Assembly installations coming up the fol-
lowing is provided as guidance for you to follow.
When corresponding with others, email id the most eff ective 
and effi  cient means of communication.  However, e-mail may 
not be the most appropriate means of communication in all
circumstances. Sometimes typed memos or letters, on let-
terhead, should be utilized and care should be taken to ensure
that the letter writer uses proper letter writing techniques.
E-mails also need to be handled with care.  Offi  cers need to 
make certain that their e-mail address is appropriate along with
the content contained within the e-mail. Sending an e-mail
does not ensure delivery to the intended recipient. E-mail is
cost eff ective and can be an easy way for councils or assem-
blies to communicate, but it is not a guarantee of participation
at an event. E-mail, as with letters, need to be clearly stated
and have the main points separated. Make certain that e-mails
that contain confi dential information are not broadcast to a 
large group. E-mails cannot replace the personal contact of
a phone call or personal conversation.
Modern means of social communications provide members of
the Knights of Columbus with powerful tools that can build
up your council by promoting its charitable mission and by
encouraging members to live out their Catholic faith. The
term “social communications” refers to, among other things,
the internet, the World Wide Web, and social media. The
term “social media” includes blogs and microblogs, social
networking sites, and picture and video sharing sites, such as
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Flickr, and YouTube.
Social communications should be used in a manner consistent
with Catholic values and principles of the Order. Members
who use social communications should carefully review
and at all times observe the Order’s Social Communications
Guidelines and Policy, which can be found under the Social
Communications tab on the Offi  cer’s Desk Reference located 
in the Offi  cer’s Online at www.kofc.org. The Guidelines and
Policy apply to members and subordinate units of the Order
when they choose to identify themselves as members of the
Knights of Columbus or to discuss the work of the Knights
of Columbus using social communications. Members should
be aware that the Laws and offi  cial policies of the Knights 
of Columbus apply to fraternal social communications as
they would in any other setting. The reputation of the Order
depends upon how members conduct themselves, both online
and in person. Accordingly, members using social commu-

nications should remember that they are expected to conduct
themselves as Catholic gentlemen, which at a minimum re-
quires that any material posted online respect human dignity
and maintains a culture of respectful dialogue and friendship.
Correspondence should be addressed to the individual, using
his full, proper name (not his nickname), followed by his
proper title, whether he be a Knight of Columbus, a Priest or
a businessperson. If an individual has more than one title, the
highest ranking title is always used. Names of civic and reli-
gious individuals are prefi xed by such forms as His Excellency,
The Honorable, Reverend Father, etc.  Prefi x titles of Mr., 
and Mrs. or Ms. Are omitted when the individual has another
offi  cial title.  If he has no title, Mr., Mrs., or Ms. Should always 
be used as a prefi x to his or her name.  When addressing an 
individual as an offi  cial of an organization, the name of the 
organization should always be shown on the next line.
In the event that you have a close working relationship with
any offi  cer, your letter need not be so formal.  However you 
fi rst must acknowledge the offi  ce he holds.  The salutation 
would then be “Worthy Grand Knight and dear Brother Bill.”
The individual’s full proper name and title are always shown
on both the letter and the envelope.

Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM, Protocol Chairman
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-249-2356
Immediate Past State Deputy..................................................Ed Griffi  n ...................................................... 803-325-1497
State Secretary ........................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-499-9395
State Treasurer ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Advocate ........................................................................Patrick A. Davis............................................ 843-830-5939
State Warden ...........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-648-9925
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Edward Kamenski......................................... 843-705-9922
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Christopher Hilditch ..................................... 803-436-2307
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Thomas O’Donnell ....................................... 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Sherrill E. (Ed) Wilcox ................................. 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Peter D. La Pierre...................................... 803-237-8444
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................ Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-8640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................James W. Daugomah..................................... 843-817-9655
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Claire (Buck) Buckley, Jr.............................. 803-389-9004
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................Ronald Gilbert .............................................. 509-290-2405
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-665-2265
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........Vacant
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765).......................................... J. David Walters............................................ 803-372-8895
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Diector .........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Robert Rooney ....................................................... 516-456-5738
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, DD #2.................................. 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Joseph Mule ........................................................... 843-224-1948
Community Director .........................................................................Sherrill “Ed” Wilcox.............................................. 803-278-4013
Family Director.................................................................................Scott Schweitzer .................................................... 864-905-0906
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith kingren ......................................................... 864-962-5295
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Jim Weiskircher...................................................... 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Chris Carter............................................................ 984-356-3716
Spiritual/Faith Director .....................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities. .........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Daniel Barton, SD........................................... 843-367-1871
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Paul Burchell.......................................................... 803-983-5004
Inter-Council Competition Chairman ...............................................Joe Balotti, FDD .................................................... 843-679-0967
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Enrique Bautista..................................................... 803-576-0224
Awards/Report Forms .............................................................Patrick Davis................................................... 843-830-5939
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Columbian Squires............................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Faith In Action Director ....................................................................Jim St. Clair ........................................................... 803-968-5884
Marian Hour Chairman/Silver Rose Chairman.................................Michael Mancari ................................................... 803-917-6444
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni, GA.................................................... 843-824-5632
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Bob Poyer .............................................................. 843-571-5941
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
State Directory Chairman .................................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Young Adult Outreach Chairman......................................................Michael Cousino .................................................... 846-607-1007
Helth Services Chairman ..................................................................Justin Davis............................................................ 843-412-1588
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
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