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“What’s Important?”
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and families!
I hope and pray that you have your good health and are staying
safe in this time of the pandemic. Sue and I are still following
the guidelines by staying home, staying safe, social distanc-
ing, wearing our masks out in the public and at Church. We
wear our masks to protect you and our community of friends
and family. I am sorry if this statement off ends you.  I made 
a comment online supporting our Mayor with his mandatory
face mask wearing proclamation for a period of days to try
to slow down the spread of COVID-19. I received some
comments for and against and the one comment that really
irritated me was this person said for me to go ahead and wear
a mask if it makes me feel better, but she said she wouldn’t
because she DIDN’T CARE!  Such a selfi sh and uncaring 
answer! As Christ spoke to his people all those years ago
and as He spoke to the people through prophets, His prophets
today are the doctors, scientists and scholars and we need to
listen to them for guidance through this pandemic. Listen to
them. Remember, there is not a vaccine yet and we have to
do our part.
This COVID-19 pandemic has really made our lives turn
upside down. From no Mass to limited attendance at Mass,
from not being able to receive the Holy Eucharist to yes, some
of us can receive the Holy Eucharist fi nally!  From limitations 
on everything at Church to allowing the Sacrament of Initia-
tion and Reception into Full Communion (RCIA process), to
permitting Baptisms, to allowing First Communion and Rec-
onciliation, to Funerals and even Weddings, on a limited basis.
It was such a blessing to be able to satisfy that deep hunger for
the spiritual nourishment that came to us when we were able to

receive the Body and Blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ.
This hunger for the Holy Eucharist also satisfi ed our desire for 
Christ in the other sacraments. For example, a month ago, I
was able to baptize three little ones on the same day, as they
were all cousins! Such a blessing for the families. I have
another baptism coming up in the near future. And this past
Saturday, I offi  ciated a wedding at my Church that had been 
postponed for three months because of the pandemic! The
happy couple came to Mass on Sunday and expressed their
gratitude for a great wedding ceremony, small as it was, not
being able to have a large number of guests invited. They
came to realize that instead of having a large wedding with
200 guests, they realized that their wedding with only 20
people in attendance was even more special. Maybe some-
thing good has come out of this pandemic. I believe it has,
in more ways than one.

September 2020
TBD Regional Meetings (In-person)
TBD Council Soccer Challenge

October 2020
TBD District Soccer Challenge
23-25 Diocese of Charleston, Catholic Camporee

Batesburg, SC
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From the State Deputy
Daniel Barton

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

State Deputy continued on page 3

Brother Knights,

I hope this edition of the Palmetto Bulletin fi nds you and 
your family well.

I would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the fraternal
leaders who are handing over the reins within their Council or
District. It is through your leadership that our programs and
growth has been possible especially the last several months
with our response to the Coronavirus pandemic. To all our
new fraternal leaders, welcome aboard. Please know that the
State Offi  cers, District Deputies, and State Directors/Chair-
men are here to serve you. If you need any assistance, do not
hesitate to contact us.

On July 11, 1820 the Diocese of Charleston was canonically
established by Pope Pius VII making it the seventh oldest
diocese within the United States. Bishop John England, our
fi rst bishop, started his 22 years as our shepherd with only 
a handful of priests with pockets of Catholics in Charleston,
Columbia, Savannah,Augusta, and Fayetteville. Bishop Eng-
land was known as everyone’s friend and pushed for a strong
interaction between the clergy and the laity.

Roughly 60 years later, another Roman Catholic Priest, the
soon to be Blessed Michael J. McGivney established the
Knights of Columbus, it would not be until 1898 that we
would begin the journey of the Knights of Columbus in the
Carolinas. Our K of C journey in South Carolina began with
another priest, Rev. Charles D Wood. His encouragement,
along with the leadership of our fi rst Territorial Director 
through six State Deputies of the Carolinas, eventually led
to the establishment of the South Carolina State Council on
June 27, 1921.

With that being said, I truly feel that the fi rst reading from 
the Prophet Isaiah as well as Psalm 65, of the 15th Sunday
of Ordinary time, accurately portrays the ministry of our fi rst 
Bishop as well as generations of priests, religious, and laity
in South Carolina. My brothers, our unique history began

At the end of May, the Bishop, Father Gray and the admis-
sions board met to review and interview new seminarians. We
started this fi scal year with 15 seminarians.  On Friday July 
10th, the diocese ordained Rev. Michael Cellars and Rev.
Will Frei. Sadly, Michael Ghattas will be taking a year off  
and Clemente Torres will be dropping from the program. It
looks like we will be having 11-12 new guys entering the
program in the fall. We will go from 15 to 22-23 or a 50%
increase. The average age of the seminarians in the program
has dropped to 26 years old.
This will require moving support from guys that were being
supported this year to a new seminarian and recruiting councils
that have not supported anyone in the past. I know that once
a council begins to support a seminarian that they would like
to continue supporting him until he is ordained. I ask each
council to please be fl exible if you are asked to support a 
diff erent seminarian. 
Priority will be given to a seminarians’ home council. I want
to make sure that the home council of each seminarian will
support a member of their parish. I am hoping that some of
our larger councils that have not supported a seminarian in
the past will step forward this year and support a seminarian
to help us meet the increased number of new seminarians.
Supreme has made some changes to the RSVP program.
Councils can receive refunds if the seminarian is anAmerican
studying in the US or abroad. Foreign seminarians can be
supported if they are studying in the US. Supreme will no
longer issue refunds if foreign seminarians are studying in
their home country or abroad.
It is important that all support for seminarians be confi rmed 
each year with me even though you may have supported the
same seminarian for a few years. In the past, councils have
gotten recommendations from their pastor, deacon, or oth-
ers, only for us to fi nd out when the RSVP is sent in that one 
seminarian has 5-6 councils supporting him while others, in
some cases, with a greater need only has 1. Also, this will be
a year of fi nancial challenges for some councils to raise funds 
for seminarians so we may be losing support for some already
in the program. I am keeping a spread sheet so that we can
balance out the support. Your help is greatly appreciated. If
you ask the vocations offi  ce for a seminarian to support, they 
will refer you to me.
We are fortunate to have so many new seminarians entering
the program. Please continue to keep them in your prayers.
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

“Life isn’t worth living, unless it is lived for someone else.”
― Albert Einstein

Brothers,

What a long strange trip it’s been….

It’s been a year like no other, the pandemic has created a void
in all our lives and the inability to socialize has put a strain on
all of us. We have not been able to live our lives for someone
else like we have in the past.
I would like to thank all the fourth degree Sir Knights in South
Carolina for sticking in there through this harrowing time. I
especially want to thank all the outgoing Assembly offi  cers 
for your leadership and understanding. For the incoming of-
fi cers, I want to thank you for stepping up to lead a fantastic 
group of Catholic Gentlemen.
I wish I could say to you that on September 1st or October
31st or any date that things will be back to normal, but I can’t.
Instead it looks like things might get worse before it gets bet-
ter. We mustn’t let this discourage us! We need, if only for
our own sanity, to continue to be the face of Catholicity in
our communities.
It looks right now like the Fourth Degree Exemplifi cation on 
September 26, may be postponed, or cancelled due to social
distancing requirements. We are moving forward with the
plans in hopes that the COVID virus crisis is over with by
then. This may be wishful thinking but being optimistic is one
thing that the pandemic can’t take away from me.
As for the new fraternal year, I can’t wait to put the beret
back on and provide honor guards for the Bishop, priests and
fallen brothers again. Please don’t get down, it will be back,
better than ever.

Vivat Jesus,
Your faithful servant,

Mike Allen

with three members of the Clergy has seen many changes as
well as challenges. Despite the bumps there have been many
achievements and successes. As Saint John Paul II said:
“the Knights of Columbus are an excellent example of the
contribution which the laity can make by working together.”
However, in order for us to do so, we must continue to grow
both in programs as well as in membership.

My Brothers, while our programs have been strong, our
membership within the state has declined. While some would
fi nd this alarming, I would categorize it as an opportunity to 
improve. Yes, I understand that the current covid-19 situation
has put a damper on membership recruitment in ways we
haven’t been used to; however, I would encourage everyone
to think outside the box. As many of you know, the Order’s
online membership can be used as a gateway to a potential
knight joining your council. I strongly encourage you, as a
fraternal leader, to ask the members of your council to reach
out to all Catholic gentlemen they know and off er the gift of 
membership. In case you are unaware, the Order has a special
promotion going on for the next two weeks in honor of our
founder. The order is off ering free online membership for the 
fi rst year, and the discount code is MCGIVNEY2020. 

Fraternally Yours,
Daniel Barton

State Deputy continued from page 2
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

New State Pin

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:
Councils and Assembly Meetings
The Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator must conduct their
meetings in accordance with the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by your
Councils or Assembly’s by-laws and according to parlia-
mentary procedure. The standard reference on the subject of
procedure is Robert’s Rules of Order. The order of business
for conducting a Council or Assembly meeting is outlined in
The Method of Conducting Council Meetings (#10318) and
The Method of Conducting Assembly Meetings (#10325),
both available from “knightsgear.com.”  Presiding offi  cers 
should control all meetings so that they follow the set agenda
by limiting any sidebar discussion.
When a member wishes to speak, he does so by rising from his
seat, addressing the chair by saying “Worthy Grand Knight”
or Worthy Faithful Navigator” and renders the salute. (Rep-
resenting the tree of the Cross, the member makes a vertical
motion, with his arm and vertically opened hand, from top
to bottom).  The presiding offi  cer recognizes the speaker by 
announcing his name and rendering the salute in return. (Rep-
resenting the arms of the Cross, the presiding offi  cer makes a 
horizontal motion, with his arm and horizontally open hand,
from left to right).
The presiding offi  cer should at all times refer to and address 
the offi  ces by their proper title.  He is thus setting a good 
example for all members to follow.
All members who are not offi  cers should be recognized by 
name as “Brother ________” or “Sir Knight ________” All
questions or comments must be directed to the chair (the
presiding offi  cer), for example: “Worthy Grand Knight or 
Worthy Faithful Navigator may I ask the previous speaker
to explain…..”
The presiding offi  cer always speaks in the third person such 
as “The chair rules that …” or Your Grand Knight or Faithful
Navigator reports that …….”
Members should speak of the chair in the third person: “Wor-
thy Grand Knight or Worthy Faithful Navigator will the chair
please explain the eff ect of the pending motion?”
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-249-2356
Immediate Past State Deputy..................................................Ed Griffi  n ...................................................... 803-325-1497
State Secretary ........................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-499-9395
State Treasurer ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Advocate ........................................................................Ronald L. Stanley ......................................... 864-415-9417
State Warden ...........................................................................Patrick A. Davis............................................ 843-830-5939
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-648-9925
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Edward Kamenski......................................... 843-705-9922
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Christopher Hilditch ..................................... 803-436-2307
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................V Patrick Eagan ............................................ 919-622-0061
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Sherrill E. (Ed) Wilcox ................................. 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Peter D. La Pierre...................................... 803-237-8444
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................ Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-8640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................James W. Daugomah..................................... 843-817-9655
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Claire (Buck) Buckley, Jr.............................. 803-389-9004
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................Ronald Gilbert .............................................. 509-290-2405
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-665-2265
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........Jim Steff ey .................................................... 864-804-3076
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765).......................................... J. David Walters............................................ 803-372-8895
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Diector .........................................................................Bob Rooney ........................................................... 516-456-5738
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD........................................... 803-397-7803
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, DD #2.................................. 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Bill Weiss ............................................................... 864-574-7889
Community Director .........................................................................Sherrill “Ed” Wilcox.............................................. 803-278-4013
Family Director.................................................................................Robert “Bob” Poyer .............................................. 843-571-5941
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Jim Weiskircher...................................................... 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Bill Hooks .............................................................. 864-238-9123
Spiritual Director ..............................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities. .........................Joseph F. Gubeli, Jr,, PSD, FM.............................. 843-871-2158

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Daniel Barton, SD........................................... 843-367-1871
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Ronald Stanley....................................................... 864-415-9417
Inter-Council Competition Chairman ...............................................Joe Balotti, FDD .................................................... 843-679-0967
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Michael D. Radl..................................................... 803-984-0287
Awards/Report Forms .............................................................Patrick Davis................................................... 843-830-5939
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
New Council Development/Round Table .........................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Columbian Squires............................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Faith In Action Director ....................................................................Jim St. Clair ........................................................... 803-968-5884
Faith Director/Marian Hour Chairman/Silver Rose Chairman.........Michael Mancari ................................................... 803-917-6444
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni, GA.................................................... 843-824-5632
Athletic Events Chairman/Catholic citizenship Essay Contest ........Bill Weiss ............................................................... 864-574-7889
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Bill Weiss ............................................................... 864-574-7889
State Directory Chairman .................................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Silver Rose Chairman .......................................................................Michael Mancari .................................................... 803-917-6444
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Young Adult Outreach Chairman......................................................John Olson ............................................................. 864-354-5680
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
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