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“Advent and Christmas”

By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual Advisor

Greetings my Brother Knights and families! | pray this note
finds you well and that you are ready for the arrival of our
Savior, Jesus Christ! | pray that Jesus will be give each one
of you His love and protection, His healing touch and His
healing presence! Amen!

Pope Francis says this about Advent, “The season of Advent
is a time to let ourselves be surprised by God’s mercy and
compassion. Advent is a time in which, preparing the nativity
display for the Infant Jesus, we learn again who our Lord is,
who he [really] is; itis atime to leave behind certain mindsets
and prejudices about God and our brothers and sisters; a time
in which, instead of thinking about gifts for ourselves, we
can give words and gestures of consolation to those who are
wounded, as Jesus did with the blind, the deaf, and the lame.
Advent, then, is a time for overturning our perspectives...
for letting ourselves be surprised by the greatness of God’s
mercy. The first condition of Christian Joy is to decentralize
from oneself and place Jesus at the center. Jesus is the center.
Jesus is the light that gives full meaning to the life of every
man and woman who comes into this world.” Great words by
our Holy Father! Let us remember them and live them out so
we can receive the love and mercy that God has in store for us.
I want you to take time today and every day right up to Christ-
mas and beyond to practice Father Toups’ prayer exercise
in order to better prepare yourself for Christmas. Fr. Toups
suggests, “Find a quiet place to pray today, a place where
you will be uniterrupted and without distractions for about
fifteen minutes. Close your eyes and ask the Holy Spirit to
help you pray. Ask the Lord to bless your mind so that you
may know his mysteries. Ask him to bless your ears so that
you may hear his voice, to bless your eyes so that you may
see his presence, and to bless your lips so that you may speak
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his praise. Ask the Lord to bless your heart so that you may
know his love. Listen deeply in your heart. Perhaps you will
hear a subtle voice within. Perhaps Mary will say something
to you on God’s behalf. After you have spent a few moments
listening to the voice of God, pray any words of thanksgiving
that rise from your heart.” (Fr. Toups, REJOICE! An Advent
Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture.)

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great
joy which will come to all people; for to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke
2:10-11)

On behalf of my wife Sue and myself, we wish you a very
Blessed, Holy, and Merry Christmas!

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth.” (John 1:14)

Viva Cristo Rey! De Colores!
Deacon Bob Cox, Spiritual Advisor

Vivat Jesus!

SCHEDULE OF STATE WIDE EVENTS

December 2023
16 PSD Luncheon, Summerville, SC
January 2024
6 Proudly Pro-Life March/Rally, Columbia, SC
7 Hispanic Fourth Degree Exemplification , Columbia
February 2024

Grand Knight Midyear Meeting, Columbia, SC
10 Fourth Degree Exemplification, Lexington, SC
March 2024
9 State Freethrow Competition, Columbia, SC
April 2024

5-7 State Convention, Spartanburg, SC
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From the State Deputy

Jeffrey Crouch

Brother Knights,

The Christmas season is so very close. Re-

becca and | would like to wish you and your

families a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Blessed New Year!
Earlier this month, the District Deputies, along with the
State Officers and many State Directors, met for our annual
midyear meeting. We had great discussions, shared many
success stories from Councils throughout the State, and ad-
dressed many questions. This information will be discussed at
your upcoming District Meetings and reinforced at the Grand
Knight midyear meeting on February 3, 2024, in Columbia.
Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune joined us and was very pleased
to hear the great works that Councils were doing throughout
the Diocese. He also once again shared a very positive outlook
concerning future Seminarians.
Order-wide, the month of December proves to be a big month
for growth. This is because so many Knights are visible during
large Council programs supporting the Parish and Community.
One such program is the serving of Christmas Dinner to Sol-
diers and their families of various National Guard Armories
in the Fort Mill, Rock Hill, and Lancaster areas. District 15
and District 10 united together for a common cause under
the vision and leadership of District Deputy Jim Carswell.
Funds were donated from Councils and Assemblies across the
upstate as well as from other local Veteran fraternal organiza-
tions to cover the cost of the dinners. Local Councils solicited
additional donations of bikes and other toys that were raffled
off during the event. In Fort Mill, parents could enter a room
and select extra items to be used as gifts for their children.
Hundreds of Soldiers and family members were served by
this effort. As a result, the units have asked what they can
do to help the Knights of Columbus throughout the year in
appreciation. This effort is an example of a highly engaging,
impactful program that clearly showcases our principles of
charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. | could not have
been more proud walking into each site and witnessing all
the Councils of District 10 and 15 represented during this
event! Congratulations to all involved on an outstanding and
successful program!
Over the next couple of weeks, you will receive some very
important correspondence concerning our upcoming State
Convention and many other items related to that event. | ask
Grand Knights to review very carefully and plan to address
the Convention in your January Officers meeting. We will
discuss further at the Grand Knight meeting on February 3,
however, due to the early date of the Convention, you will

From the State Protocol
Chairman
Richard A. Gabriel, PSD

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members
of the State Council:

GREETING YOUR GUESTS

All guests should be greeted by the Grand Knight or Faithful
Navigator. The Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator should
be assisted by a committee whose function would be to care
for the guests’ coats, to introduce them to others in attendance
and to answer any questions they may have.

Guests should not be left talking among themselves. They
usually do not know many of your council or assembly mem-
bers, and therefore, should not be left alone for any period of
time. Various persons should be alternated to converse with
and keep company with guests during their visit (not neces-
sarily the same person or persons for the entire visit).
INTRODUCTIONS

Many if not most introductions involve people of unequal or
different status or positions. They can differ in rank, in age
or in sex, but the result is the same: an introduction usually
consists of presenting one person of lesser importance or
status to another of greater importance or status.

In introducing a group of people to an individual, avoid run-
ning through all the names without a break. It is better to
introduce two or three people at a time, so that names can
register properly. This is where use of name tags is most
effective.

A form of acknowledgement used chiefly when meeting a
group is repeating the name of the person to whom you have
just been introduced.

Before introducing dignitaries at the head table, be certain
names are spelled correctly and proper titles are used. It is

a good idea to check the pronunciations of any names to be
announced. The order of rank should be observed meticu-
lously.

A person who has been elected but has not yet taken

office is called by the title of the office with — “elect” after
the title. A Monsignor is not addressed as “Father” and a state
officer is not addressed as “Brother.” Remember, if you don’t
announce the name and title to the gathering, how can theybe
expected to know who the person is?
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Patriot’s Corner
Michael Allen, PSD, DM
Master, South Carolina District,
DeSoto Province

“The fetus, though enclosed in the womb of
its mother, is already a human being and
it is a monstrous crime to rob it of the life
which it has not yet begun to enjoy. If it seems more hor-
rible to kill a man in his own house than in a field, because
aman’s house is his place of most secure refuge, it ought
surely to be deemed more atrocious to destroy a fetus in | -
the womb before it has come to light.” — John Calvin FAITH, FAMILY & FINANCIAL SECURITY
When | read about disability rights advocates who accept or
silently condone abortion, or when I look at pro-life materi- Our Agency Web Site
als and find almost nothing on the disabled, I cringe. Both  http://kofcsc.ora/The-Boni-Adgency--Faith-Family-
disability rights and pro-life groups adhere to the same basic  gnd-Financial-Security
principle (that humans have inherent dignity based on who
they are, not what they can do) yet they too often disagree.
The two groups should be travelers on a common path. | say
this not only because of their common principles but also
based on my own experience. As a Knight of Columbus, |
believe that a person diagnosed as a part of the intellectually
disabled community, has the same inalienable rights as any
unborn person. Abortion, and even euthanasia, are becoming
more targeted toward the disabled. And this is the greatest way
the disabled can be discriminated against. Killing someone
due to a disability is akin to participating to erase the disabled
community. Not only is this far worse than, say, refusing to
build a wheelchair ramp or to provide signage for the sight-
impaired, it works toward removing the disabled community
from society’s consciousness and thus makes it more difficult
to build support for disabled rights. For example, those diag-
nosed with Down syndrome prenatally are aborted at alarm-
ing rates. In the United States, two-thirds of such babies are
killed in the womb. That number is low among developed
countries: England aborts 77 percent of these babies, Denmark
90 percent and Iceland 98 percent. Down syndrome is easy to
diagnose, as it is an extra chromosome. However, soon we will
be able to detect the probabilities of many other conditions
in the UterUS. A Company Ca”ed Genomic Prediction already Contactyoqr/ocal field agent toc{ayso he can help.you tackle yOIjlf financial future

. . i K e | with the strength of Knights of Columbus insurance behind you.
offers tests for “mental disability”” among in vitro fertilization
embryos, and it claims that it can detect other intelligence oo sa02508. ot ot e, ol st et g e o, e Sy s ot Ao, P g St
“outliers.” Itis easy to imagine that this teChnOIOgy could lead LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE - RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
to parents wanting to “discard” those who are predicted to AN\ . Contact me todayto earn mo
have low 1.Q. scores. Also, a current study is investigating the LA Knights Ofﬁ, e
genes of 50,000 families to discover autism genetics, and I can / Columbus
imagine this leading to the search for a prenatal autism test.
Referring to selective abortions in these conditions, Pope
Francis stated last year, “We do the same as the Nazis to
maintain the purity of the race, but with white gloves.”

Patriot continued on page5

A Career Unlike Any Other
Career Testimonials
Pax Domini Sit Semper Vobiscum

N
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FRIDAY, JAN. 5 | DINNER

k-in Begins 5:00 p.m.
» Open 6:00 p.m.
Columbia, 5.C. 29201 * Dinner Served 6:30 p.m.

Call: (803) 744-7800

P G o e SATURDAY, JAN. 6 | MARCH & RALLY

« Line up for the March & Rally at the USC 11:00 a.m.
Hampton Inn Columbia - Downtown Historic District
822 Gervals Street Russell House on Greene Street
Columbig, 5.C. 29201 H t ! ' i ' '
Call: (802) 231-2000 * March Begir a.m.
Special Rate Group Code: . qu |y Beg]ns an

SC Citizens for Life

I¥ 30:19
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State Deputyu continued from page 2

want to make plans prior to your February business meetings.
As we conclude the first half of the fraternal year, I pray for
continued success in all your programs, activities, and efforts.
Please reach out to your District Deputy for any assistance.
Remember this weekend, to spend an extra five minutes in
prayer, and to ask a man to become a Knight. If done in the
right order, there is no stopping us!

Semper Fidelis!

. : it
Brothers, | hope to see you at the South Carolina March

for Life on January 6. Let’s defend A_|| life!
Mike Allen, PSD, DM
president@columbushope.org

December 2023

Form #100
Belongs in
All of These Places

® Briefcase

® [n Your Poc%‘
® Near Your Phone )
® Glove Compartment

® Everywhere You Go!

SIGN UP A
NEW MEMBER
TODAY!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
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STATE OFFICERS
StALE DEPULY ... Jeffrey M. Crouch. ..o 864-430-0938
State Chaplain ........cccooiiiii e Fr. Robert F. Higgins ........ccocoevviiiiiieene 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy. ..........ccoereieriireneiceeseseees Paul V. Burchell, PSD ........cccccovviininicienne 803-983-5004
StAte SECIELAIY ..vvevvivecie et J. Scott Friedman.........ccccoovvvvevieveiiciciene 443-243-2260
StALe TrEASUIET ...cvviiveeeeeeeeie et se et ste s re e sreanes Sherrrill E. (Ed) WIlCOX........ccovvvviriieieanne 803-221-5934
State AUVOCALE .....c.eeveeiiiiiieiie e Richard Swain, PhD. ..........ccccoviniiiniinnns 573-465-2402
State WardeN ..ot Guadalupe JIMeNez.........ccccvevevvieeieenenes 843-338-9632
DISEIICE IMASTET ...eeeeee ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eans Daniel Barton, PSD ......cccccceeevviveeieieeeeeve 843-367-1871
Vice SUPreme MaSEEN. .......ooviieeieee e e Tom Monahon, PSD .......ccocviviiiciiieeecienn, 803-270-7478
General INSUrance AgeNt.......c.ccvevveveieeieie e Robert Boni, Jr......ccccovviiiiicce e 843-824-5632
SUPIEME = TGD. ..o David Tebo.......ccccevviiiieececec 203-215-8379
DISTRICT DEPUTIES

District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263)........ccccccvervrrerernenn. Richard R. RONAE .......c.coveveiiiceieecceiee 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713)....ccceverveeieiereeeeee s M. Eric CannoN.........ccevvevrenierierieese e 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (7122, 7531, 14892, 17824) .......cccccvvvevverrennnn, Thomas W. O’Donnell, St.........ccocevvievennnen. 413-237-5769
District N0. 4 (3684, 7062) .......ccccccvivveiere e e Craig S. BUIGESS ...ocvviviieviesieerieie e 803-439-0468
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ......cccccvvvvvvevverrrennnn, Christopher J. Beumel.. ........cccccoovvveieiiennns 843-209-7475
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576). .......ccovvvrerereierieeeieneeneans Donald E. Thurlow, Jr........cccccevevviviincienns 864-275-7141
District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554,) ....ccocovevreieieiieerienienen, Daniel P. DIz .....ccccceoveveveieceeece e 406-589-7843
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 9184, 12274, 13112) ................... William H. Larkin.........ccocoocevievnviiviiniiienns 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760)........ccccceevvvverrerrernnn. Paul F. Setti, Jr. ..ccccoveieiiirceece e, 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) . ........ccccvevververrennenn. Bruce C. HUtchison .........ccccceeeveivciciinnnn, 803-577-6473
District No. 11 (3067, 5086, 8980, 11028) ..........ccccvevvervennene. JON H. LUSE. oo 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)......c.ccevcvrerveerrrrrrinnenns Vacant

District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991) ...cccoveveicriece e Mark A. Phillips ....ccoovviviiiieeee e 843-209-4187
District 14 (6076, 9575, 10819, 12995, 15519) ........cccevunen. William E. WEISS, Jr.....cveviieieeice e 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765) ......cccccovevveveieieeeeieeieaa, James Carswell ..o, 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 16903).........cccccvevvevveiererie e Paul C. LaRosa, Il ........cccoovveviiiiieieeen, 803-530-4310
District 17 (7129, 15960) ......ccccovvveeeiere e J. Christopher Pate ..........cccccvvvvvvevcirerecnn, 864-337-1707
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472)...ccceoceveieeieierieeeesie e Joseph G. Nesbitt.........cccovvvvieiiniiiirce, 843-297-9873

Save the Date

South Carolina
March For Life
January 6, 2024
USC’s Russell House
to the State Capitol
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Membership DIreCtor. .......ccccvieeiiere e Brandon J. Chambers.........c.cccceevevennen. 843-224-3022
Evangelization and Faith Formation Director................. Alexander J. Kirby.........cccoovvviieinennn 843-607-3464
CeremonialsS .......cccevveieiieseee e Ron Stanley........cccoeeveeieiieieece e 864-415-9417
Program DIreCtOr ........ccccvevieiieieereeee e se e Anthony N. Zammarrelli ...................... 803-738-0862
Community DIreCtOr .......c.ccvvevveiierreie e M. Eric Cannon ........ccccoecevveveeiiesnennns 803-479-5905
Family DIreCLOr. ......ocveiieie e James Carswell ...........cccooovvevviiiinnns 516-851-3675
Membership Retention Chairman. ...........ccccccoevviveieennnne Michael A. Boncoddo ............cccevvvveennenn 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .................... Paul V. Burchell, PSD.........cc.cccccevnunnnn. 803-983-5004
Online Membership Chairman...........ccccceecevivereiiieseene. Robert BoNi.......cccccvevvvivereiiieceece e 843-824-5632
College Council Growth Coordinator............cccccevevennen. Paul Setti.......ccccovevvviieece e 843-813-2713
Young Adult Qutreach ........ccccvvevveie i, Alexander J. Kirby .......cccooeviviviiiiennns 843-607-3464
Vocations Chairman ..........ccocevverecieeve e Larry Papinau........cccceecevveveeneinenns 843-696-2165
Life DIreCtor.Life ... Malcolm Brennan ...........ccoceevvvvveiennen, 843-906-5511
Spiritual DIreCtOr........ccviieviee e Rev. Mr. Robert CoX ......ccccovvvevvinnnnn. 843-661-6057
Faith DIFECION .....covvevivieciicee e Michael A. Allen, PSD, FDM................ 803-397-7803
Public Relations ..., David HOOd.........coeviriiiiiiciiceee, 843-814-1113
Insurance Promotion Chairman ...........ccccoevevenencniennn. Robert Boni.......cocoovviieniniicicce 843-824-5632
AUdIt Chairman. .......cccoveiiiisiee e Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............. 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities........ Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM.................. 803-397-7803
Charities Board Chairman..........ccccoceveveninennnieeienieen, Paul Burchell, SD .......cccccoviviiiiinn 803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ...........ccccocvvnieniniicienennen, J. Scott Friedman . ... 440-243-2260
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator ...............ccccueenee. Guadalupe R. Jimenez..........c..ccccovenenne. 843-338-9632
Ace WIngs Chairman .........ccccceveeieiieseenc e John Flinn ..o 843-475-4756
Rosary Program Chairman...........ccccccevvveveeiieseeresnennen, Patrick NOONE .........cccovveveiieieee e 704-534-2890
Newsletter/Bulletin EItor ...........cccooevvevviieiieeceen, Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD, FVSM, FDM 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference..........ccocevvvveeieeieeniennn, Richard Gabriel, PSD ..........ccccocvvvnnnnne. 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman............c.ccccueenu.... Paul V. Burchell, PSD.........cccccccevevenne. 803-983-5004
Father McGivney Guild ..........cceovvieiieiice e, James Nettles, PSD, FDM.................... 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ..o, Richard Gabriel, PSD . ......c.ccccvvvnnnne. 843-797-6804
Disaster Response Coordinator... .........cccccevveresiveseannns Greg SChEUET........ccevveieceecie e 803-210-7272
Young Adult Qutreach.. ......ccccceveiveiiccce e, Alexander J. Kirby .......cccooeviviveiiennns 843-607-3464
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest .........c.cccceevivverrnennn. Joseph W. Friend ........c.ccccevvevviieinennnn 843-269-2574
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman ...... M. Eric Cannon.......cccccevevveneeiieinennnns 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman...........ccocceevevvevesieneenieenn, M. Eric Cannon ........ccccoecvvvevveviesieennnns 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .........ccccceeevvievieeiesieeseennn, Reulito P. Gonzalez..........c.ccccovevvennnne. 843-812-2974
Round Table Chairman . ........ccocevininincce Paul V. Burchell, PSD.........ccccccvvvnnnne. 803-983-5004
State TraINEr. ..cvoveieieceeee e Daniel E. Barton, PSD ..........cccccevvinene 573-465-2402

Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman...........c.cccoeevveinenen. Patrick NOONe ........ccovevvevveiieie e, 704-534-2890 t
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