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Pray 5 minutes a day and invite another man to become a Knight... 
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State Deputy 

J. Scott Friedman  

LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT: Ultrasound   
Initiative 

 
I. Program Overview: The Power of the      

Ultrasound 
 
The Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initia-
tive is a flagship "Life" program dedicated to 
equipping medically certified pro-life preg-
nancy care centers (PCCs) and medical clin-
ics with modern ultrasound machines. These 
machines provide a crucial "window to the 
womb," allowing expectant mothers to see 
and hear their baby's heartbeat. This experi-
ence has been repeatedly shown to be a deci-
sive factor in a mother choosing to carry her 
child to term. 
 
The initiative is a partnership: when a local 
and/or state council raises 50% of the cost of 
an ultrasound machine, the Supreme Council 
provides a matching grant for the other 50% 
from the Order's Culture of Life Fund. 
 
II. Fraternal Impact and Accomplishments 

Metric Result Notes 
 
Over 2,000 Total Machines Donated since 
2009.  The Order has placed machines in all 
50 U.S. states and several other countries. 
 
Over $91 Million Total Value Donated re-
flects the Order's commitment to providing 
life-saving technology. 
 
Estimated Approximately 1.5 Million Women 
Lives Impacted who have viewed their pre-
born child on a K of C-procured machine. 

 

III. Local Council Action 
 Two councils have completed and purchased 
in the month of September. 
 
Council Fundraising 
Msgr. Charles Wood Council 5194 
Corpus Christi Council 11325 
 
Partner Center 
5194 - A Choice to Make Pregnancy Center 
11325 - Lavie Pregnancy Care Center. 
 

IV. Conclusion 
 
The Ultrasound Initiative is a direct and im-
pactful expression of our Catholic faith and 
our commitment to building a Culture of Life. 
By funding this vital technology, we are em-
powering mothers to choose life and offering 
real, tangible support to pregnancy resource 
centers in our community and around the 
world. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
J. Scott Friedman 
State Deputy    
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State Secretary 

Patrick Noone 

 
Dear Brothers,  
 
I pray this message finds you in great spirits 
and health. Please know I include all of you in 
my daily rosary, as I pray for good health and 
success of all in our SC Order. 
 
This quarterly newsletter topic is LIFE. I will 
first defer to some of my favorite scripture 
concerning this topic. As Catholics we sup-
port the sanctity of life from conception and 
our teachings highlight the unique value each 
of us has, as a creation of God. The following 
scripture supports our teachings: 
 
Genesis 1:27 "So God created mankind in his 
own image." 
 
Psalms 139:13-14 "For you created my in-
most being; you knit me together in my moth-
er's womb." 
 
Psalms 127: 3 "Children are a heritage from 
the LORD, offspring a reward from him." 
And finally, one of my favorites, Jeremiah 1:5 
"Before I formed you in the womb, I knew 
you, before you were born, I set you apart. I 
appointed you as a prophet of the nations." 
 
We know we are asked to support and protect 
the sanctity of life. We know we are asked to 
evangelize. We know we are asked to spread 
the good news and to go out to the nations 
and to be a witness. In order to accomplish 
this, WE MUST BE VISIBLE!! I urge you to 
join your State Officers and other brothers in 
this year's life March. Let our numbers set an 
example for others to see and follow!  
 

Let us remember Isaiah 6:8 - "Then I heard 
the voice of the Lord saying, ñWhom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?ò And I said, 
ñHere am I; send me!ò  
 

Join Us! 
Stand Up for Life March & Rally 2026 

 
Itôs time to make our voices heard for life! 
On Saturday, January 10, 2026, thousands 
will gather in Columbia for South Carolinaôs 
biggest annual pro-life event ð and youôre 
invited to be part of it! 
 
Line Up: 11:00 AM from the Russell House, 
USC Campus - KOC 4th Degree Color 
Guard Leads the March 

 
March Steps Off:  11:30 AM 
 
Rally: 12:00 PM on the steps of the South 
Carolina State House 

 
Bring your family, your friends, and your pas-
sion for life as we march together, sing to-
gether, and stand together. Donôt just watch 
history happen ð be part of it! 
                       
 
Patrick Noone 
State Secretary 
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ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƻŦŎǎŎΦƻǊƎκ 

IMPORTANT DATES! 

1) Monthy State Rosary 

First Wednesday of the Month at 7:30 PM 

 

2) Stand Up for Life March & Rally 2026 

Saturday, January 10, 2026 
Line Up 11:00 AM from the Russell House, USC Campus 

March starts 11:30       
Rally 12:00 PM on steps of South Carolina State House 

   

3) State 2025-2026 Mid-year meeting 

Friday, January 30 - Saturday, January 31, 2026 

From 6:00 PM to 1/31/2026 12:00 AM 

St John Neuman Catholic School 721 Polo Road Columbia, SC 29223  

Time:   Friday DD Meeting        2 PM at hotel  

  Donuts and Coffee          8 AM 

  Business Meeting           9 AM to 3 PM 

  

4) State Free Throw Challenge 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 

From 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

  

5) 2026 State Convention 

Friday, May 1 - Sunday, May 3, 2026 

Location 

Embassy Suites 

670 Verdae Boulevard, Greenville, SC 29607  
 

https://www.kofcsc.org/
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Richard Swain Council 11325 Assembly 2655 Lexington, SC  

LaVie Gets a Ultrasound Machine 18 September 2025  

On 18 September 2025, culminating an effort of about 4 months SK Mike Hibbs Sir 

Knight of the year for 2023 and Life Chairman for Council 11325 coordinated the fund 

raising for a new Ultrasound Machine for LaVie Pregnancy Center. Mike coordinated 

money from Councils in Florida, Lexington and Chapin to raise the $17K needed for 

the Councils contribution in order for the matching Contribution from Supreme Coun-

cil. LaVie serves the rural population around Lexington, Chapin, Red Bank, White 

Knoll and Gilbert South Carolina. Knights of Columbus in the midlands working hard 

to save another Babyôs Life and helping women to make a Choice for Life!  

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
1668    Msgr. Andrew K. Gwynn - 1668 Council #1668 (uknight.org) 
3684    Aiken Council https://www.aikenkofc3684.org 
5086    Fr. Anthony Montesinos Council #5086 (uknight.org) 
6629    Msgr. Richard C Madden Council 6629  https://kofc6629.org 
9475    Council 9475 - Serving Charleston's East Cooper Catholic Communities - Home (kofc9475.org)  
11028  Precious Blood of Christ Council Pawleys Island  KofC 11028 Website  
11991  Immaculate Conception Council #11991 (uknight.org)  
12472  KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #12472 CHARLESTON, SC - Home (blessedsacramentknights.com)  
17760  St Finbar Council, Charleston, SC Knights of Columbus Council #17760 in Charleston, SC 
  

You can get your council website listed here too by sending a link for it to  
KofCSCPAO@Outlook.com! 

https://uknight.org/councilsite/?CNO=1668
https://www.aikenkofc3684.org/
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=5086
https://www.kofc9475.org/index.html
https://kofc11028.org/website/knights02.asp
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=11991
https://www.blessedsacramentknights.com/
https://knightsofcolumbus17760.org/
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.ǊŀƴŘƻƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ CǊŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ CǊŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 

aŎDƛǾƴŜȅΦ  .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ ǝǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦ  

tŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŬŜƭŘ ŀƎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ς ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ упо-ннп-олннΦ  
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Stand Up for Life March and Rally 
January 10, 2026 @ 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Join Us! 

Stand Up for Life March & Rally 2026 

Itôs time to make our voices heard for life! On Saturday, January 10, 2026, thousands will 
gather in Columbia for South Carolinaôs biggest annual pro-life event ð and youôre invited to 
be part of it! 

Line Up: 11:00 AM from the Russell House, USC Campus 
March Steps Off: 11:30 AM 
Rally: 12:00 PM on the steps of the South Carolina State House 
 

Bring your family, your friends, and your passion for life as we march together, sing to-
gether, and stand together. Donôt just watch history happen ð be part of it! 

 

Let us answer this call with the same spirit of unity and purpose that has defined our Order for 

more than 140 years. Together, we can be the light that leads others to choose life. 

We are Knights of Columbus. We are defenders of life.  
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District Master 

Michael Allen 

Patriotôs Corner 
Michael Allen, PSD 
Master, South Carolina District 
DeSoto Province 

 

Patriotism and the Defense of Life: 
The Fourth Degree United in Purpose 
 
The Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree: 
Upholding Faith, Country, and the  

Sanctity of Life 
 

Introduction 

The Fourth Degree of the Knights of Colum-
bus stands as the Patriotic Degree, where 
Catholic men commit themselves to be visible 
leaders in civic life and witnesses of faith in 
the public square. This mission is inseparably 
linked to a principle that has defined the Order 
since its inception: the defense of human life 
in all its dignity and at every stage of exist-
ence. Today, the unity of purpose between pat-
riotism and the pro-life cause is illuminated by 
the actions of Sir Knights who work tirelessly 
to protect both the nation and its most vulnera-
ble citizens. 
 
Patriotism Rooted in Love of Neighbor 

For Fourth Degree Knights, patriotism is nev-
er divorced from compassion and love for oth-
ers. True patriotism demands that individuals 
uphold the foundational ideals of liberty and 
justice, principles that rest upon respect for the 
dignity of every human person. The unborn, 
the elderly, and the vulnerable are not excep-
tions to these standards; rather, their protection 
is the ultimate test of genuine citizenship. By 
participating in honor guards at civic and reli-

gious events, marching in defense of the un-
born, and supporting caregivers and crisis 
pregnancy centers, Sir Knights demonstrate 
that patriotic duty finds its highest fulfillment 
in the defense of life. 
 
The Symbolism of the Fourth Degree  
Uniform 

The uniform worn by Fourth Degree Knights 
is much more than ceremonial attireðit is a 
powerful visual statement of the principles 
they uphold. Each element of the uniform car-
ries deep significance, tying together the val-
ues of patriotism and the Churchôs unwavering 
defense of life. 
 
¶ Dark Blue Blazer: Symbolizes fidelity and 
faithfulness, reminding Knights that true 
patriotic loyalty is always grounded in loy-
alty to God. In public life, it conveys digni-
ty and solemn purpose, marking the wearer 
as both a Catholic gentleman and a faithful 
citizen. 

 
¶ Black Beret: Represents humility and ser-
vice. Just as a military beret identifies a 
soldier as part of a unit, the Knightôs beret 
marks him as a man of faith on a higher 
mission: to serve Christ and country. 

¶  
¶ Fourth Degree Emblem: Displayed on the 
beret, the emblem combines the Cross, the 
dove, and the globe, proclaiming that the 
Knightsô patriotism is not mere nationalism 
but a Catholic witness rooted in the univer-
sal mission of the Church and the sanctity 
of life across all nations. 
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¶ White Gloves: Speak to the purity of intent 
with which Knights carry out ceremonial 
duties and acts of service. They remind all 
that genuine patriotism requires clean 
hands and a clean heart, motivated not by 
personal gain but by devotion to God, 
country, and neighbor. 

 
¶ The Sword: Perhaps the most striking 
symbol, the sword is not a weapon of vio-
lence but of honor. It represents vigilance 
and readiness to protect the weak, defend 
liberty, and uphold the truths of faith. Its 
ceremonial use is a pledge to defend life at 
every stage, from the unborn to the elderly. 

 
Together, these elements ensure that every 
public appearance of the Fourth Degree is a 
living proclamation: patriotism and the pro-
life mission are united. Whether standing in 
uniform at a civic ceremony or a pro-life 
event, Sir Knights send a clear messageðtrue 
citizenship flows from commitments both 
earthly and eternal. 
 
Living Faithful Citizenship 
By combining their pro-life convictions with 
their patriotic responsibilities, Fourth Degree 
Knights exemplify faithful citizenship. They 

remind all who encounter them that loyalty to 
country cannot be separated from fidelity to 
Godôs law of life. The greatest act of patriot-
ism is, indeed, to safeguard the dignity of eve-
ry human soul. For members of the Fourth 
Degree, the uniform is both a symbol and a 
promise: in every aspect of public life, Catho-
lics will stand unwaveringly for God, country, 
and the defense of life itself. 
 
Conclusion 
The Fourth Degree of the Knights of Colum-
bus brings together two pillars of Catholic 
identityðpatriotism and the defense of lifeð
into one united purpose. Through their ac-
tions, their uniform, and their steadfast com-
mitment, Sir Knights show that true patriot-
ism is measured by the respect and protection 
offered to every human person. Their service 
stands as a beacon, reminding society that the 
most profound love of country is found in 
safeguarding the dignity of all, especially the 
most vulnerable. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
DM Michael A. Allen, PSD 
District Master South Carolina 
803-397-7803 
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State Advocate 

Christopher Beumel 

One of my duties as State Advocate is to 
oversee the requirements of the safe environ-
ment program.  

 

This program is very important.  When all as-
pects of this training are followed,  it almost 
eliminates the chance of abuse occurring at 
sponsored events.  There are two sections to 
the training. The first part teaches general in-
formation on spotting abuse, potential abus-
ers, and procedures to prevent abuse. The 
second part is specific to the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  Every council should know the 
Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Di-
rector, and Community Director are required 
to take this training.  It would be prudent if 
other in the council also take the training.  
One of the thing you will learn when taking 
the training at all Knights sponsored events 

where children or other vulnerable people are 
present there must be at least two Knights 
that have taking the training.   Especially in 
very active councils,  if only the four required 
Knights have the training, it may be hard to 
meet this requirement. This is an easy pro-
cess.  Just go the the Knights website.  Click 
on Safe environment and follow the prompts.  

 

I hope all councils follow all the requirement 
of this program,  not just because it is re-
quired or it is needed for Star Council but be-
cause you genuinely want to protect the youth 
and other vulnerable people who interact with 
us.  

 

Christopher Beumel 
State Advocate 

Below are some web links to the training courses needed to work with youth in both the 
Diocese and the K of C.  

Diocese Safe Haven Training 

 Prevention Education ï Safe Haven Training ï South Carolina Catholic 

 (charlestnodiocese.org) 

 Knights of Columbus Safe Environment Training 

Youth Protection - Safe Environment Program | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org) 

Boy Scouts Youth Protection Training 

 Youth Protection | Boy Scouts of America (scouting.org) 

https://charlestondiocese.org/child-and-youth-protection/safe-haven-training/
http://www.kofc.org/en/safe-environment-program/index.html
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

Faith 
 
Greetings my Brother Knights and families!  
Here it is, Fall/Autumn already!  My favorite 
season of the yearéyes, it even beats out 
Spring!  So, my Brothers, as we move into 
October, November, and December, I am go-
ing to discuss the theme of LIFE. 
 
In Catholicism, the meaning of life is to 
know, love, and serve God and others in or-
der to achieve full potential and reach heav-
en, recognizing God as the ultimate source of 
value and purpose.  This divine purpose is 
fulfilled through a relationship with God, lov-
ing and serving humanity, and embodying 
Godôs love, ultimately leading to a life of 
meaning and joy. 
 
We are called to love and serve God and 
mankind, recognizing that all people are 
made in the image and likeness of God. 
We need to deepen our relationship with God 
by doing the following: by being more in-
volved in prayer, reflection on our lives, and 
exploring possibilities through dialogue and 
seeking wisdom; by participating in spiritual 
practices by participating in the sacraments, 
attending Mass regularly, going to confes-
sion, and by meditating; we need to embody 
the Spiritual Works of Mercy and the Cor-
poral Works of Mercy, to serve others and to 
show love to others. 
 
Pope Francis believed that the meaning of life 
was rooted in ñfaith in Christ,ò found in rela-
tionships with others, and lived by serving 
and loving them.  He emphasized that life is 

not for death, but for resurrection, and true 
joy and purpose emerge from humility, mer-
cy, and a selfless dedication to the well-being 
of all, especially the poor and the vulnerable. 
By love, God has revealed himself and given 
himself to man.  He has thus provided the de-
finitive, superabundant answer to the ques-
tions that man asks himself about the mean-
ing and purpose of his life. (CCC #68) 
 
So, as Knights of Columbus, how do we meet 
life?  Are we all in on the protection of life, 
from birth to death?  St. John Paul II in 1995 
stated, ñCatholics must be committed to the 
defense of life in all its stages and in every 
condition.ò  The urgency of the threat to a 
culture of life canôt be misunderstood.  Re-
spect for the dignity of life demands a com-
mitment to human rights across a broad spec-
trum.  Both as Knights and followers of Je-
sus, we must fight the threat to all life, born 
and unborn.  We must defend the dignity of 
each human being at all stages of life.  We 
need to build a civilization of love.  The local 
council and the State Council must stand 
ready to help a pregnant woman in need, 
bring attention to abortion, empower our citi-
zens with special needs to maximize their po-
tential, and care for our senior citizens in 
need.  (kofc.org/life) 
 

Brothers, there are several featured items that 

can be done with your own councils to be 

achievers.  You can do the March for Life to 

show public support for the right to life.  Lo-

cal councils and the State Council are encour-

aged to participate in the March for Life.  
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(kofc.org/march) 

Councils could sponsor a Mass (Masses) for 

people with Special Needs.  Welcome individ-

uals or families who might not normally feel 

comfortable participating in a regularly sched-

uled Mass.  Celebrating a Mass for People 

with Special Needs can be the first of many 

steps toward integration into regular weekly or 

even daily Mass.  This special Mass could 

help our special people jump into the sacra-

ments and become productive parishioners.  

(kofc.org/mpsn) 

And speaking of our special people, our coun-

cils should and can get involved in Special 

Olympics in your area and celebrate the digni-

ty of everyone with special needs.  Letôs re-

member that your councils can assist the local 

chapter of the Special Olympics by helping to 

organize, or judge contests, or feed the ath-

letes, or pass out the awards to the athletes.  

(kofc.org/Olympics) 

The Knights of Columbus are called to bring 

awareness to and support those Christians all 

over the world facing genocide and who have 

suffered for their faith.  We can provide hu-

manitarian assistance in the Christian Refugee 

Relief Program.  (visit kofc.org/refugee) 

 

The Ultrasound Initiative can help save lives 

as women are able to see the image of their 

unborn baby with the help of an ultrasound 

machine at a pro-life pregnancy facility.  

(kofc.org/ultrasound) 

Councils can be supportive of pregnant wom-

en by supporting pregnancy centers with ma-

terial and financial support to pro-life centers, 

to help the pregnant woman to choose life.  

(kofc.org/support) And at the same time, your 

council can support ASAP (Aid and Support 

After Pregnancy) by financially donating at 

least $500 to a maternity home or a qualifying 

pregnancy resource center, and Supreme will 

match your $500 donation with a $100 dona-

tion for every $500.  (kofc.org/asap) 

Brothers, letôs share the message of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe and promote respect for life by 

getting involved in the Silver Rose Pilgrimage 

Program.  When the Silver Rose comes to 

your town or parish, celebrate with a Mass or 

Communion Service; or a prayer service pro-

moting the praying of the rosary honoring Our 

Lady.  This will support the spiritual renewal 

of our council and our parishes.  (kofc.org/

silverrose) 

Then there was one.  One more suggestion for 

your LIFE program.  The Novena For Life!  

My brothers, suggest to your council members 

that they be the leaders in your community in 

the spiritual fight for a culture of life!  Broth-

ers, I wholeheartedly suggest and beg you to 

provide and promote a nine-day novena to 

build up a culture of life in your homes, in 

your community, and in your parish!  

(kofc.org/novenaforlife)   (Faith in Action 

booklet) 

With the month of October upon us, it is the 
Month of Mary and praying the rosary.  As 

{/ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ 

https://www.instagram.com/scknightsofcolumbus/
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Knights of Columbus, I recommend that you 
coordinate leading the rosary before every 
Mass with the Legion of Mary, and with your 
priest.  Pray the rosary at your monthly Octo-
ber council meeting and monthly assembly 
meeting.  Lead the rosary in a procession 
around your church campus or even in your 
downtown area, if applicable.  Pray novenas 
(there are many to choose from) and pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Just pray.  Pray for 
thanks in November and attend an Advent pro-
gram in your parish starting on November 30th. 
through December 21st.  I know this is early, 
but as I will not see you or be writing anything 
to you before the end of the yearé.praying for 

a blessed All Souls Day and All Saints Day, 
then Happy Thanksgiving, and Merry Christ-
mas to all! 
 
Please pray for me, as I am praying for you! 
 
Viva Cristo Rey, 
 
Blessings to you all, 
 
God is GoodéAll the Time! 
 
Deacon Bob Cox  
State Spiritual Advisor  
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

My Brothers Knights of South Carolina, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your families. 
This quarter, we were asked to focus our arti-
cles on ñLife,ò for which we Knights most 
often think of as ñPro-Lifeò and ñCulture of 
Life.ò  We certainly think of ñLife, from con-
ception to natural death.ò  For this reflection, 
I ask you to think about ñQuality of Life,ò 
and what we, as Knights, can do to enhance 
the quality of life for not only ourselves and 
our family members, but to our Brother 
Knights and their families, to our fellow pa-
rishioners and the community at-large.  If we 
look around, I believe that most of us may 
notice that our quality of life in our society 
may not be all that great. 
 
In the September issue of Columbia maga-
zine, our Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly, re-
fers to a report published by the U.S. Surgeon 
General in 2023, ñOur Epidemic of Loneli-
ness and Isolation.ò  I heard Brother Patrick 
bring this subject up in several forums at 
which I was present, and I encourage all of 
you to read our Supreme Knightôs article.  
The online edition included a link to the ref-
erenced Surgeon General report, so I down-
loaded it and read it, and in doing so, I am 
troubled ï troubled by its conclusion.  I be-
lieve this one line in the Overviewôs first par-
agraph sums up the whole report, ñé Far too 
many Americans lack social connection in 
one or more ways, compromising [health, 
community safety, resilience and prosperity] 
and leading to poor health and other negative 

outcomes.ò  The report implies that our Qual-
ity of Life is on the decline. 
 
Brother Patrick stated, ñThe epidemic has hit 
young men especially hard ï with many 
struggling more than ever to form healthy re-
lationships.ò  He further points out that, 
ñYoung men now account for three out of 
four ódeaths of despairô from suicide or over-
dose, which has reached historic levels.ò  He 
also cited a study that 28 percent of men un-
der 30 have no close friends.  I often think of 
how many men (and women) at the other end 
of the life-line are also suffering in isolation, 
not necessarily through any fault of their own 
if they are adversely suffering from health is-
sues. I completely agree with our Supreme 
Knight who writes, ñIsolation and loneliness 
lead to dark places.ò  Those suffering from 
this poor quality of life can face depression 
and succumb to addictions, whether  it is 
drugs, alcohol, pornography or even comput-
er-generated ñartificial friends.ò 
 
Incredibly enough, Blessed Michael McGiv-
eney prescribed the antidote for isolation and 
loneliness.  There are certainly differences 
from society in 1882 as opposed to today, yet 
the men in Father McGiveneyôs day were 
struggling with bigotry and poverty.  Alcohol-
ism was rampant, and men were losing their 
faith.  The antidote for social isolation is to 
develop a loving friendship with our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We know how hard 
this can be while living in isolation.  Thatôs 
where the Knights of Columbus comes in.  

Director of Evangelization 

and Faith Formation 

Chris Ryder, PGK 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2025/september/fromthedesk09012025.html
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Our Order and Councils are fraternal brother-
hoods.  Brotherhood implies friendship! 
(Check out ñRogetôs Thesaurus.ò  It is the 
first synonym presented.). At a recent Youth 
Jubilee, Pope Leo stated, ñOnly genuine rela-
tionships and stable connections can build 
good lives.ò 
 
The Orderôs Cor Initiative is nothing new.  
Among the reasons for the Order stated in its 
original charter are: ñTo promote social and 
intellectual interaction among its members,ò 
and ñTo unite members in their Catholic 
identity and the practice of their Catholic 
faith.ò  At our First Degree (or CUF Exem-
plification), Knights made a pledge to 
ñcontinue in the formation of our Faith.ò  In 
the Third Degree (or CUF), we pledged to 
become part of a Brotherhood ï synonymous 
with Friendship. And as Catholics, we engage 
in prayer as our Savior commanded.  Prayer, 
faith formation and friendship.  That is Cor!  
Cor is established to extend Father  
McGivneyôs vision by including all Catholic 
men, not just Knights.  Let us use Cor to fight 
the disease of loneliness and isolation.  Cor 
offers us the opportunity to build up our 
Quality of Life by cultivating authentic 
friendships with Christ and each other.  
Please seek out young men in your Parish to 
invite to your Gatherings.  Bring them out of 
isolation.  Also, please contact the older men 
to check on their welfare.  They are often for-
gotten, simply because they are house bound.    
 
Here are some notes to consider as your 
Councils develop and grow Cor menôs minis-
tries in your Parish. 
 
Does your Parish already have a Menôs 
Ministry? 
 
If your Parish has an active menôs ministry, 
meaning a menôs group that meets at least 
monthly for prayer and formation, Councils 
must support it and not conflict with it.  
Grand Knights should still appoint an EFF 
director to be the Councilôs interface with the 

ministry along with the GK.  Meet with the 
ministryôs director to find out what the Coun-
cil can do to support it, including the amazing 
media artifacts that the Knights of Columbus 
provides.  Many of the menôs ministries have 
outstanding prayer and faith formation activi-
ties but are light on fraternity.  Suggest how 
the Council can help add to the building of 
Catholic friendship; perhaps you can prepare 
a meal for the group.  Cor is all about sup-
porting our parishes and our pastors.  We do 
what the pastor tells us.   
 
State Council Cor Organization 
 
The Supreme Council is organizing Cor 
throughout its jurisdictions by diocese vice 
our fraternal structure of districts.  Since we 
have a single diocese in South Carolina, we 
are organizing our jurisdictionôs Cor organi-
zation through the dioceseôs seven deaneries.  
If any of you would like to assist in coordi-
nating Cor for the State Council by being a 
deanery coordinator, please let me know at 
southcarolinacor@yahoo.com. I will tell you 
all about what we will be doing and what we 
are asking you to do on behalf of evangeliza-
tion and faith formation. 
 
Also, Iôm still getting questions on where 
does EFF fit on the organization chart.  I tried 
to dodge that question last quarter by re-
sponding that the EFF is ñjust there,ò mean-
ing that he coordinates with the General Pro-
gram Director and the program chairmen, 
along with Membership and even the Fourth 
Degree.  Yet Iôm still getting questions, so 
here is the answer.  The EFF reports directly 
to the Grand Knight.  He is a director, equal 
to the Membership and General Program di-
rectors. 
 
Cor in the Fourth Degree 
 
Speaking of the Fourth Degree, remember 
that Cor is an order-wide initiative.  It affects 
Assemblies as well as Councils.  While it is 
the Councilôs responsibility to establish and 

mailto:southcarolinacor@yahoo.com
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grow Cor in the parish, the Assemblies 
should fully support Cor by incorporating 
prayer, faith formation and fraternity in As-
sembly activities, particularly when partici-
pating in civic events in the community.  Sir 
Knights, please display your Catholic patri-
otism, presenting yourselves as Soldiers of 
Christ.  With Veterans Day coming up, Faith-
ful Navigators are encouraged to coordinate 
with GKs and EFFs on how the Assembly 
can support a Veteran-themed Cor Gathering 
this November.   
 
 

One Final Note 
 
I am pleased to welcome Father Erik Roman, 
the Parochial Vicar at Saint Peterôs Basilica 
in Columbia, as our Cor Liaison Priest.  
Thank you, Father Erik for helping us facili-
tate Cor here in South Carolina.  We look 
forward to your spiritual guidance. 
Vivat Jesus/ Viva Cristo Rey, 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
Chris Ryder 
EFF Director 

Council 9475 Working to Make a difference  

With over 300 members, Council 9475 has the resources to make a difference in the commu-

nity.  We started off the new fiscal year with a strategic planning session to identify where 

best to invest in the community. We relied on domain knowledge to set up a scoring sheet to 

best determine need. Once the scoring concluded, we settled on charities that supported the 

tenets of Faith in Action. One initiative that drew unanimous support was preparation and 

cooking  for up to 30 family members whose 

loved one was admitted to Ralph H. Johnson VA 

hospital. In partnership with the Fisher House of 

Charleston, on a quarterly basis, our Council 

cooks a gourmet meal for the families staying at 

Fisher house. Feedback is very positive from the 

residents who spend a long day at the hospital 

and look forward to a home cooked meal.  Our 

Council leadership is committed to following 

Faith in Action guidelines and we look forward 

to additional initiatives in the future.  
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Greer, SC - Jan. 10, 2025 ï According to the TechSurvey CMB 2020 from JaCapps Media, 

two-thirds of the population have downloaded faith-based/inspirational Apps. About seven 
in ten who have downloaded a Radio Station App use it to listen to their favorite stationôs 
stream. While there are many Apps available, the Mediatrix App is a gateway to engaging 
Catholic thought. Featuring a platform with twelve separate portals, the App presents pod-
casts, blog posts and a 24/7 Catholic Radio broadcast with Catholic perspectives on Faith & 
Family, Biblical Prophecy, Literature, Culture, Church Liturgy, Theology of the Body & 
Godôs gift of human sexuality, Stewardship & Giving, Diocesan news & interviews, Apolo-
getics, Church History, The Interior Life & Prayers, and more. 
 
The Mediatrix App is for phones, tablets, and pads. It is available as a free download at the 
Apple and Google Play app stores. Search for ñMediatrixò and look for the logo featuring a 
blue rose on a pristine white background. There is also a scannable QR Code available at 
www.CatholicRadioInSC.com or below: 
 

Why the Future May Depend on Faith-Based Apps 

Sponsored Content from Catholic Radio in South Carolina  

http://www.CatholicRadioInSC.com
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YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ IƻƴƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
{ǳƳǘŜǊΣ {Φ/Φ τ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нтΣ нлнр 
 
{ŀƛƴǘ !ƴƴŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ ŀǘ нмс 9Φ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ bƻǊƘǊƻǇ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ мтмп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƻƳ 
DƻǳƪŜǊΣ aȅǊǘƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ ƭŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƴŀǊǊŀπ
ǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƊȅ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳǘŜǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ tŜƎƎȅ YǳōŀƭŀΣ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ hǘƘπ
ŜǊ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǿƴ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƛƭǘŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ ŀ ƴŀǝƻƴǿƛŘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜΣ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ 
ǎǝǘŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ мф ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǉǳƛƭǘǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛπ
ŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊǎ ǘƻ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ {ǘƻǊƳΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΣ bŀǾȅΣ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ƙƻƴπ
ƻǊŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ Řƛǎǝƴπ
ƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ 
{ǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ tǳǊǇƭŜ IŜŀǊǘΦ  
 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ мтмп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻπ
ƭǳƳōǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƊȅ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ŜȄπ
ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǝƴπ
ǳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƭǘǎ 
ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ŀƘŜŀŘΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ǿǿǿΦǉƻǾŦΦƻǊƎΦ 
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