
 

 

Palmetto Knight 
The Quarterly Publication of the SC State Council 

Spring 2025 

Community 



tŀƭƳŜǧƻ YƴƛƎƘǘ /haa¦bL¢¸ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ м LǎǎǳŜ п

 tŀƎŜ н {¦aa9w нлнр 

Pray 5 minutes a day and invite another man to become a Knight... 
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State Deputy 

Jeffrey Crouch 

Brother Knights, 
 
One of the most inspiring ways we live out 
our commitment to service is through our 
charitable programs. As Knights, we donôt 
just speak of faith and service, we embody 
them. This year, weôve witnessed many out-
standing Community initiatives, but one 
stands as a shining example of dedication, ef-
fort, and impact. 
 
The Clothes for Kids Drive, organized by Our 
Lady of Grace Council 14765 in Indian Land, 
South Carolina, has had a transformative ef-
fect on local childrenôs lives. This initiative 
was born from a simple yet powerful mission: 
to ensure children in the Lancaster County 
public school system have access to new 
clothing, essential resources that support their 
confidence and success in school. 
 
Through a combination of fundraising, dona-
tion drives, and community outreach, includ-
ing staffing tables at local events and distrib-
uting more than 3,500 flyers, the Council 
raised over $16,000. These efforts provided 
approximately 3,000 new clothing items to 
students in need. 
But their impact didnôt stop there. Council 
14765 also led a matching campaign that 
raised an additional $10,000 for disaster relief 
efforts following Hurricane Heleneôs devasta-
tion in the upstate last fall. Their compassion 
and readiness to serve in times of crisis exem-
plifies the true spirit of our Order. 
 
Let us continue to stand unitedðnot only as 

Knights but as men of faithðcommitted to 
strengthening our families, our communities, 
and each other through service. 
 
Thank you for all youôve done to strengthen 
and grow our Order over the past two years. It 
has been an incredible journey and serving 
you as State Deputy has been both an honor 
and a privilege. Iôm deeply grateful for the 
trust you placed in me and inspired by the 
dedication, faith, and brotherhood that define 
who we are as Knights. 
 
Semper Fidelis! 
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State Secretary 

J. Scott Freidman 

 

Community 
 
Faith and Community bring us together for 
all kinds of events and purposes.  Faith and 
community are truly woven together, creating 
spaces where people can come together in 
service, support, and shared purpose. From 
disaster relief efforts to local outreach, these 
acts of compassion reflect the love and pres-
ence of Christ in the world. 
 

Jesus himself set the example of serving oth-
ersðfeeding the hungry, healing the sick, 
and welcoming the marginalized. His spirit 
continues to inspire believers to live out their 
faith through action, strengthening communi-
ties in ways that go beyond words. 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
J. Scott Friedman 
State Secretary- State Deputy Elect 
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ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƻŦŎǎŎΦƻǊƎκ 
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District Master 

Michael Allen 

Patriotôs Corner 
Michael Allen, PSD 
Master, South Carolina District 
DeSoto Province 

 
A Reflection on Duty, Gratitude, and the 

Common Good 
 

Our country has endured a challenging year, 
marked by trials that have tested our resilience 
and unity. Yet, amidst these difficulties, a re-
newed sense of patriotism has emerged within 
many heartsða profound appreciation for the 
blessings our nation provides and a realization 
of the responsibility we bear to contribute ac-
tively to its well-being. Patriotism, in its pur-
est form, is not a blind allegiance but a virtu-
ous commitment to the common good, rooted 
in gratitude and sustained by moral principles. 
 
Patriotism as an Expression of Gratitude 

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church offers 
profound insight into the moral foundations of 
patriotism. Under the fourth commandment, 
which compels us to honor not only our par-
ents but also legitimate authorities, the duty of 
citizens is clearly delineated. It calls upon in-
dividuals to contribute to the good of society 
in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and free-
dom. Patriotism, then, is not merely a senti-
ment but a moral obligation arising from the 
gratitude we owe to our homeland, which nur-
tures and protects us. 
 
This duty of gratitude transforms into action 
through the love and service of oneôs country. 
True patriotism seeks to elevate the collective 

good, ensuring that society thrives in justice 
and liberty. It is a call to participate actively in 
the political community, fulfilling roles that 
uphold the dignity and rights of all citizens. 
Gratitude, in this sense, is not passive; it is the 
driving force behind engagement and service. 
 
The Moral Imperative of the Common 

Good 
 
Catholics, like all people of goodwill, are 
called to love and serve their country as an ex-
pression of their faith. This love finds its most 
tangible form in efforts to work for the com-
mon good. The concept of the common good 
transcends individual interests, emphasizing 
the well-being of the entire community. It en-
compasses social conditions that allow indi-
viduals and groups to achieve their fulfillment 
more easily and fully. 
 
The future of any nation depends on the active 
involvement of its citizens, particularly those 
whose moral compass is shaped by faith. As 
highlighted by the "Golden Triangle of Free-
dom," freedom is inextricably linked to virtue, 
and virtue is sustained by faith. This triad 
forms a self-reinforcing cycle: freedom ena-
bles the practice of faith, faith nurtures virtue, 
and virtue safeguards freedom. If any element 
of this triangle is compromised, the stability of 
the entire system is jeopardized. 
 
The Necessity of Faith and Morality in 

Governance 
 
John Adams, one of the founding fathers of 
the United States, articulated this relationship 
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/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
мссу  aǎƎǊΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ YΦ Dǿȅƴƴ - мссу /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Імссу όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
рлус  CǊΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ aƻƴǘŜǎƛƴƻǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ірлус όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
фптр   /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ фптр - {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴϥǎ 9ŀǎǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ - IƻƳŜ όƪƻŦŎфптрΦƻǊƎύ  
ммффм  LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Іммффм όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
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You can get your council website listed here too by sending a link for it to  
KofCSCPAO@Outlook.com! 

with remarkable clarity: "Our Constitution 
was made only for a moral and religious peo-
ple. It is wholly inadequate to the government 
of any other." His words underscore the es-
sential role of morality and faith in sustaining 
a free society. Without these cornerstones, the 
structures of governance and liberty falter, 
leading to societal disintegration. 
 
Historical examples from totalitarian regimes, 
whether Communist or Fascist, illustrate the 
peril of removing God, faith, and morality 
from the public sphere. In such systems, ag-
gressive secularism often leads to the erosion 
of genuine freedom and the suppression of 
human dignity. Even within democratic socie-
ties, movements towards secularism risk un-
dermining the moral and spiritual foundations 
that safeguard liberty and justice. 
 

Patriotism as a Virtue 
 
Patriotism, when understood as a virtue, 
aligns with the broader framework of charity 
and justice. It is not about asserting domi-
nance or superiority but about fostering unity, 
respect, and mutual care among citizens. True 
patriotism recognizes the inherent dignity of 
every individual and seeks to create a society 
where everyone can flourish. 
 
In practice, this virtue calls for active partici-
pation in civic life, whether through voting, 
community service, or advocacy for just poli-
cies. It also requires a willingness to chal-

lenge injustices and to hold leaders accounta-
ble to the principles of truth, justice, and the 
common good. Patriotism, therefore, is not a 
passive feeling but an active commitment to 
the highest ideals of our nation. 
 

Conclusion 
 
In these tumultuous times, patriotism offers a 
path to unity and renewal. It calls us to em-
brace our responsibilities as citizens, guided 
by gratitude and sustained by faith. As we 
work for the common good, let us remember 
the "Golden Triangle of Freedom" and strive 
to uphold the virtues that make freedom pos-
sible. By doing so, we honor not only our 
country but also the divine principles that un-
dermine its foundation. 
 
True patriotism is an act of loveðlove for 
one's country, love for one's neighbors, and 
love for the God who calls us to serve both. 
Let us rise to this call with courage and con-
viction, building a future where freedom and 
virtue flourish hand in hand.  
 
I urge you to take a good hard look at the 
fourth degree of the Knights of Columbus and 
see if thereôs not something there for you. 
 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
DM Michael A. Allen, PSD 
District Master South Carolina 
803-397-7803 

https://uknight.org/councilsite/?CNO=1668
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=5086
https://www.kofc9475.org/index.html
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=11991
https://www.blessedsacramentknights.com/
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

ñCommunityò 
 
Greetings my Brother Knights and families!    
 
I pray that you had a happy, grace filled, and 
joy filled Easter!  I hope you were able to 
share yourselves with your children and 
grandchildren.  We did!  Our two children 
and their spouses and six grandchildren, 
along with two friends from church were at 
our house for Easter and Easter dinner and an 
egg hunt.  They played corn hole, threw the 
football, and played cards, along with run-
ning all around the yard looking for their 
eggs (the grands had a color and they could 
only select and pick up their particular color 
of egg, and one golden egg each)!   We cele-
brated two birthdays on Easter also.  One 
grandsonôs birthday was on the 20th., and an-
other oneôs is on the 30th, so we had cake and 
ice cream after dinner!  I was proud of my 
eldest Mt. Pleasant grandson, as he served as 
an altar server at the 8:00am Mass on Easter 
Sunday (only his second time serving)! 
 
My Brothers, what is the meaning of Com-
munity?  Community refers to a moral com-
munity characterized by a shared sense of be-
longing, beliefs, and values, as well as love 
and devotion and for Catholics, community is 
also expressed through shared practices like 
prayer and worship. 
 
We have shared faith and beliefs as a commu-
nity: Community members typically share a 
common faith in Jesus Christ and a commit-
ment to the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Community life is often characterized by a 

desire to serve and support one another as 
well as to work together to address social and 
economic needs in the world.  The USCCB 
emphasizes the importance of community as 
a means of witnessing to the love of God, 
fostering spiritual growth, and living out the 
mission of the Church.  (USCCB) 
 
The family is often seen as the foundational 
unit of community and Catholic teaching em-
phasizes the importance of strong family rela-
tionship.  Pope Francis said this about com-
munity, ñThe family is a community of love 
where each of us learns to relate to others and 
to the world around us.ò   
 
The Catholic Church itself is understood as a 
community with parishes and other organiza-
tions acting as local expressions of the broad-
er Church. Our beloved Pope Francis said, 
ñMay every Church and Christian community 
be a place of mercy amid so much indiffer-
ence.ò ñPeople must live (and) experience 
(the) Christian community in order to have a 
ólife-changing encounter with Jesus Christ.ôò 
 
As Knights of Columbus, we are called to 
serve our family and our God.  Our first prin-
ciple is Charity, at home with our families 
and in our communities.  This is a critical 
part of our Knights of Columbus mission.  
Have you ever wondered, ñHow can I make 
my community better?ò  Individuals can do 
great things on their own but there is some-
thing bigger than self when Knights of Co-
lumbus members come together as one 
through their council and accomplish great 
things. Councils that conduct these programs 
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are positively shaping their communities by 
addressing the needs of their citizens. 
 
There are eight categories of community ser-
vices that all councils can perform to improve 
community life.  The eight categories of com-
munity services are: COATS FOR KIDSéto 
provide warmth for deserving children during 
cold winter months.  Councils can purchase 
new winter coats for children and give them 
out to their communities as an act of love and 
mercy.  GLOBAL WHEELCHAIR MIS-
SIONéto change the lives of people with dis-
abilities all around the world.  Your councils 
can change the lives of people in your com-
munities by allowing them a way of getting 
around in their environments.  HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITYéto help build homes for fami-
lies in need in your communities.  DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESSéto prepare your commu-
nity before a disaster happens.  Your councils 
can help prepare communities by using an or-
ganized course of action through education 
and planning.  FREE THROW CHAMPION-
SHIPéthis helps the young members of your 
community by encouraging the values of com-
petition and good sportsmanship.  CATHOLIC 
CITIZENSHIP ESSAY CONTESTé
encourage Catholic youth in your community 
to demonstrate their faith through writing.  
SOCCER/HOCKEY CHALLENGEéthis is 
another way councils can be active in their 
communities by presenting another athletic 
event to guide youth through competition and 
sportsmanship.  HELPING HANDSéjust like 
our Blessed Michael McGivney did, councils 
will take the lead to help those most in need.  
By using this program, councils will be in the 
forefront of care for the disadvantaged popula-

tion in their communities: the abandoned, the 
addicted, the elderly who feel alone, and the 
homeless, among others.  This program ad-
dresses the needs of the entire community that 
your council supports.  For Community pro-
gram resources, visit kofc.org/community.  
(Faith in Action booklet, p. 16-17.) 
 
My Brothers and families, perhaps you can get 
involved in community projects at your local 
parish, volunteering for a variety of projects.  
As an example, at my parish in Florence, St. 
Ann, brothers from Council 5194 assist the St. 
Martin de Porres Food Pantry by picking up 
the food, transporting it to the food pantry 
building, and helping to bag 125-150 bags of 
food per week that is distributed to the needy 
in East Florence.  As a matter of fact, the Pan-
try distributed over 5,000 bags of food last 
year, to 150-200 families.  This is one way of 
helping our neighbors that are in need.  This 
goes along with the list of projects that I earli-
er talked about in this article.  Be a friend to 
those in need, whether they are young or old.  
You can always PRAY for them, ask the Holy 
Spirit to be with them, ask Jesus to touch them 
with his loving presence and for God to bless 
them! 
 
I pray that God will bless you on your journey 
through and in COMMUNITY!! 
 
Blessings, 
 
God is GoodéAll the Time! 
 
Deacon Bob Cox  
State Spiritual AdvisorШ 

{/ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ 

https://www.instagram.com/scknightsofcolumbus/
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

Brother Knights of South Carolina, 
 
First, I would like to thank our outgoing State 
Deputy, Jeffrey Crouch, for his outstanding 
leadership to our State Council for the past 
two years.  I also thank him for his confi-
dence in allowing me to serve you all as your 
Director of Evangelization and Faith For-
mation.  I also congratulate our State Deputy-
elect, Scott Friedman; I have no doubt that 
Scott will continue with the outstanding lead-
ership that will enable South Carolina to con-
tinue as the most outstanding jurisdiction in 
our Order.  Scott, I am privileged to continue 
as EFF under your leadership. 
 
The theme for this final quarter is 
ñCommunity,ò which is most appropriate as 
we head into the summer season.  Evangeli-
zation is all about Community!  The commu-
nity of faith ð our Holy Catholic Church ð  
is where we gather together as two or more to 
bring our Lord and Savior into our midst.   
The community at large ð from our local 
neighborhoods to our State and country and 
yes, even our whole world ð represents the 
population for which we serve as missionar-
ies of Christ.  It is in this sprit that we obey 
the ñMissionary Mandateò that Saint John 
Paul II references in his encyclical,  
 

ñRedemptoris Missio.ò 
The different versions of the "missionary 
mandate" contain common elements as well 
as characteristics proper to each. Two ele-
ments, however, are found in all the versions. 

First, there is the universal dimension of the 
task entrusted to the apostles, who are sent to 
"all nations" (Mt 28:19); "into all the world 
and...to the whole creation" (Mk 16:15); to 
"all nations" (Lk 24:47); "to the end of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). Secondly, there is the assur-
ance given to the apostles by the Lord that 
they will not be alone in the task, but will re-
ceive the strength and the means necessary to 
carry out their mission. The reference here is 
to the presence and power of the spirit and 
the help of Jesus himself: "And they went 
forth and preached everywhere, while the 
Lord worked with them" (Mk 16:20). 
 
Like our Order with Cor, our diocese calls us 
to be missionaries of Christ, to avail the Gos-
pel to to all with the understanding that salva-
tion only comes from Jesus Christ, the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.  Furthermore, the Ho-
ly Spirit will be with us every step of the way. 
 
One may say that based on what Saint JPII 
says in the encyclical, Evangelization is 
ñscary.ò  Well, thatôs what my 8 year-old 
grandson would say.  It can certainly be in-
timidating.  I enjoyed reading about our 
Brothers in Mount Pleasant who set up a 
booth on a street corner in Charleston and en-
gaged the community in low-key conversa-
tions of faith along with Catholic literature 
for their reading enjoyment.  How scary that 
must have been.  In our Parish in Murrells In-
let/ Garden City, we just completed another 
ñBike Week,ò and I wondered how scary it 
could be if the Knights of District 11 set up a 

Director of Evangelization and Faith 

Formation 

Chris Ryder, PGK 
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booth on the Marsh Walk to evangelize the 
Catholic Faith with the thousands of bikers. 
There are several Protestant ñbike ministriesò 
who come down to the Bike Rally each year.  
Shouldnôt we, as Catholics,  proclaim the 
Word of God.  (Note to DD John Luse and the 
Grand Knights of Districts 11 ð with help 
from District 3, next year!) 
 
Recall from my column back in the spring 
when I wrote that the first step in enabling Cor 
in our Parishes and Councils is evangelizing 
ourselves, serving our Lord as husbands, fa-
thers, brothers and sons.  Thatôs not so scary is 
it.  Perhaps our Cor Gatherings do not attract 
as many men as we would like, but we keep 
going at it.  Every session, there is most al-
ways one who attends Cor for the first time.  
In the last column I wrote about when saying 
that we are Knights of Columbus, that we 
should always say that Knights act in service 
to Jesus in everything that we do.  Thatôs not 
so scary either.  When hearing that, many will 
say nothing, perhaps with a facial grimace; 
others may say, ñThatôs nice.ò  However, there 
are those few who will respond, ñAmen, 
brother!ò  
 
To most people we encounter in the communi-
ty at large, they know of the Knights of Co-
lumbus by the services we provide to the local 
citizenry.  We provide winter coats for children 
in need, and collect money for citizens with 
intellectual disabilities.  We assist such valua-
ble organizations such as Help 4 Kids/ Back-
pack Buddies and the Saint Vincent DePaul 
society.  We organize blood drives, food drives 
and clothing drives, and we build beds for 
children who otherwise sleep on the floor.  
This is evangelization on that community scale 

that can be considered scary.  How scary is it 
to proclame when we deliver our services, 
ñAll that we do for the community is in ser-
vice to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.ò  
This is evangelization within our community! 
 
As our Councils begin a new Columbian Year 
with new leadership, I humbly make one re-
quest to our District Deputies and Grand 
Knights.  With the Charity, Unity and Fraterni-
ty exemplification now in its sixth year, I 
know many of us still think about the ñoldò 
first, second and third degree ceremonies.  I 
personally donôt miss the first and third degree 
ceremonies very much.   However, I do miss 
the Second Degree for two reasons.  We still 
proclaim the message of Unity in the CUF, but 
we no longer hear that wonderful expose spo-
ken by that ceremonyôs Grand Knight.  I can-
not say more because I am still bound by oath 
of secrecy, but whether we saw the degree for 
the first time or the 100th, we always left it 
motivated to continue as a servant of the cruci-
fied Christ.  The second reason why I miss the 
Second Degree as it was in that forum where 
Council Knights met up with their Brothers 
from their neighboring Councils.   
 
I boldly request that District Deputies and 
Grand Knights conduct a district-wide gather-
ing of Knights sometime in the first half of our 
Columbian Year, i.e. in calendar year 2025.  
Gatherings can be conducted as Cor events 
with elements of prayer and faith formation, 
but the emphasis should be on the fraternity.  
These assemblages are simply Knights meet-
ing other Knights from outside our own Coun-
cils and gathering over beer, burgers, brats and 
brotherhood.  Thatôs not so scary, is it. 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƻŦŎǎŎΦƻǊƎκ 

https://www.kofcsc.org/
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