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Pray 5 minutes a day and invite another man to become a Knight... 
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State Deputy 

J. Scott Friedman  

Faith: The Bedrock of Our Brotherhood 
 
Worthy Brothers, 
 
In our councils and assemblies, we often 
speak of our Order's great principles: Charity, 
Unity, and Fraternity. We rightly celebrate the 
millions of dollars we donate and the count-
less hours we volunteer. But I ask you today 
to reflect on the virtue that underpins them 
all, the very foundation upon which Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney built this noble brother-
hood: Faith. 
 
Faith is more than a word we say or an idea 
we hold. It is the lifeblood of a Knight of Co-
lumbus. It is the conviction that moves us to 
see the face of Christ in the poor man we 
serve a meal, in the widow we support, and in 
the brother Knight who needs our prayers. 
Our charity is not mere philanthropy; it is the 
corporal works of mercy. Our unity is not just 
social camaraderie; it is our bond as members 
of the Mystical Body of Christ. Our fraternity 
is not simply friendship; it is the spiritual and 
temporal support we offer one another on our 
journey toward salvation. 
 
In a world that increasingly tells us that faith 
is a private matter, we as Knights are called to 
make our faith public and active. Our faith 
cannot be confined to one hour on Sunday. It 
must be the lens through which we see our 
wives, raise our children, conduct our busi-
ness, and serve our communities. It is the 
courage to stand for the truth of our Church, 
the strength to lead our families in prayer, and 
the humility to kneel in the confessional. 

As St. James reminds us, ñfaith by itself, if it 
does not have works, is deadò (James 2:17). 
This is the essential challenge for us as Cath-
olic men. Our faith must be a faith of action. I 
encourage each of you to deepen your own 
faith life. Commit to a daily Rosary, spend 
time in Eucharistic Adoration, or read the 
Scriptures with your family. A council is only 
as strong as the faith of its members. When 
we strengthen our personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, we inevitably strengthen our 
councils, our parishes, and our families. 
 
Let us not be men of nominal faith, but men 
of profound conviction. Let us be the strong 
Catholic men our world so desperately 
needsðmen who are unafraid to live and 
share the truth of the Gospel. For it is by our 
faith that we are known, and by our works, 
our faith is made manifest. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
J. Scott Friedman 
State Deputy    
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State Secretary 

Patrick Noone 

 Living the Gospel Through Service And 
Becoming A Walking Example of Faith 

 
As brothers of the Knights of Columbus, we 
know that service is not a mere act of gener-
osityðit's a sacred calling. It is by serving 
others that members most deeply express their 
Catholic faith. Every charitable effort, no 
matter how small, reflects Christôs invitation 
to love our neighbor as ourselves and stands 
as a living proclamation of the Gospel. 
 
We as Knights embrace those in need with 
compassion and dignity. Our outreach extends 
to the Special Olympics, Crisis Pregnancy 
Centers, Food Drives, and Pro-Life events 
which benefit from our unwavering support. 
Knights champion a culture of life through 
financial aid, prayer, and advocacy. But this 
ministry of presence isnôt confined to grand 
gestures as it is also found in day-to-day mo-
ments where Knights quietly and humbly up-
lift their communities. As fathers we teach our 
children the importance of sacrifice. As retir-
ees we deliver meals to the homebound. And 
as council members we lead a Rosary at a par-
ish gathering. 
 
Through these acts of service, the Knights 
become walking examples of faith, model-
ing what it means to live oneôs beliefs not just 
in church pews, but in our cities, towns, and 
communities. Our mission is clear: evangeli-
zation not only through words, but through 
deeds entwined with love, humility, and con-
viction. 
 

To "live the Gospel through service" is to em-
body Christôs teachings in every act of kind-
ness, generosity, and self-sacrifice. It's not 
merely about helping others; it's about trans-
forming the world through love, one encoun-
ter at a time. Or as our state pin is stamped, 
ñone family at a timeò. 
 
The Gospel calls believers to follow Christ 
not only in faith but in action. In Matthew 
25:40, Jesus says, ñWhatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.ò This teaching reveals 
that every act of service is a direct offering to 
God. Our KOC Faith In Action programs re-
flect our efforts to follow this scripture. 
 
People are not drawn to faith through debate 
or persuasion but through visible love and hu-
mility, for serving others is a powerful form 
of silent evangelization. It draws people to-
ward our faith, for when others see believers 
acting selflesslyðserving meals, caring for 
the marginalized, or standing up for lifeð
they witness the Gospel come alive as the 
Knights become walking examples of faith. 
 
Faith is the foundation. It is trust in Godôs 
promises, confidence in His grace, and a rela-
tionship rooted in prayer, Scripture, and sacra-
ment. Living the Gospel begins hereðwith a 
heart open to divine truth and a soul anchored 
in hope. As Saint Paul reminds us in Galatians 
2:20, ñIt is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.ò This spiritual surrender em-
powers believers to love beyond limits and 
serve without condition. 
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Faith without service can grow passive. Ser-
vice without faith may lose its eternal mean-
ing. But together, they form a dynamic wit-
nessðwhere belief fuels action, and action 
reaffirms belief. Every time a believer chooses 
to forgive, to uplift, to protect, or to share, 
they incarnate the Gospel in the most relata-
ble, impactful way. Service is where the Gos-

pel is preached without words. As Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi famously said, ñPreach the Gos-
pel at all times; if necessary, use words.ò 
To my brother Knights who are walking ex-
amples of faith, Vivat Jesus!                                                  
 
Patrick Noone 
State Secretary 
 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƻŦŎǎŎΦƻǊƎκ 

https://www.kofcsc.org/
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Immediate Past State Deputy 
Elected to the Board of Directors 

 
Immediate Past State Deputy Jeff Crouch of 
South Carolina has made history as the first 
Knight from the Palmetto State ever elected 
to the Knights of Columbus Board of Direc-
tors. The announcement came during the 
143rd National Convention held August 5ï7, 
2025, where hundreds of delegates gathered 
in fellowship and prayer to shape the future 
of our Order. Amid the energy of the conven-
tion floor, Brother Crouchôs name was called, 
sparking thunderous applause as colleagues 
recognized his unwavering commitment to 
faith, family, and service. 
 
Installed by Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly in 
a solemn ceremony, Jeff brings decades of 
parish leadership and charitable initiative to 
the Board. His tenure as State Deputy of 
South Carolina saw record-breaking growth 
in membership, robust community outreach 
programs, and deepened ties between the Or-
der and local churches. Supreme Knight 
Kelly lauded Jeffôs vision for expanding spir-
itual formation and service opportunities, 
calling him ña steadfast example of Catholic 
fraternalism whose leadership will inspire 
councils nationwide.ò 
 
Looking ahead, Jeff Crouch will work along-
side fellow Directors to guide Knight pro-
grams in faith formation, charitable outreach, 
and council development. His election signals 
a new era for South Carolina Knights, ener-
gizing councils across the state to deepen 
their impact in every community. All mem-
bers are invited to congratulate Brother 
Crouch and join him in prayer as he embarks 
on this pivotal role for our Order. 
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District Master 

Michael Allen 

Patriotôs Corner 
Michael Allen, PSD 
Master, South Carolina District 
DeSoto Province 

 
Pope Leo XIV, Patriotism, and the Catholic 

Church: A New Era of Unity 
Exploring the Papacyôs Approach to National-
ism, Patriotism, and the Knights of Columbus 
 
Introduction 
In the ever-evolving landscape of global reli-
gion and politics, the ascent of Pope Leo XIV 
marks a pivotal moment for the Catholic 
Church. His papacy comes at a time when the 
concepts of patriotism and nationalism are be-
ing reshaped in public discourse, both within 
religious communities and beyond. Having 
been recognized for his nuanced perspectives 
on these themes, Pope Leo XIV has drawn 
both praise and scrutiny, particularly for his 
stance on the growing influence of nationalist 
movements and the place of patriotism within 
Catholic life. 
 
Pope Leo XIV: A New Pontiff in a Changing 

World 
The election of Pope Leo XIV was regarded 
by many as a timely response to the pressures 
and complexities facing the Catholic Church 
in the 21st century. The global Church, with 
its vast and diverse membership, has in recent 
years witnessed a resurgence in nationalist 
ideologiesðsome aligned with Christian val-
ues, others in tension with the universal call of 
the Gospel to unity and charity. 
 
From the outset, Pope Leo XIV has been asso-

ciated with a dual emphasis: a love for country 
and a commitment to fostering reconciliation 
and dialogue within the Church. While patriot-
ism as a virtue calls Catholics to honor their 
homeland and contribute to the common good, 
nationalism in its modern, exclusionary forms 
can pose challenges to the Churchôs mission 
of universal love and inclusion. 
 
Patriotism vs. Nationalism: The Popeôs  

Distinction 
Pope Leo XIV has consistently drawn a clear 
distinction between patriotism and national-
ism. In his homilies and writings, he affirms 
that patriotismða genuine love for oneôs 
country and cultureðis not only compatible 
with Catholic teaching but forms a core  
part of Catholic social ethics. However, he 
cautions that when patriotism turns inward and 
becomes nationalismðmarked by suspicion of 
outsiders, rigid boundaries, and a focus on ex-
clusionðit can undermine the Gospel impera-
tive of welcoming the stranger and upholding 
the dignity of all people. 
 
In a recent address to a gathering of bishops, 
Pope Leo XIV remarked, ñA healthy love of 
oneôs homeland must never come at the ex-
pense of our love for humanity. The Church, 
in every age, is called to be both local and uni-
versal, honoring the particular while reaching 
out to the whole.ò 
 
Critique of Nationalist Movements 

Notably, Pope Leo XIV has been outspoken 
about the dangers posed by rising nationalist 
movements, particularly those that invoke 
Christianity as a means of exclusion or divi-
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sion. He has warned that such movements risk 
undermining the Gospel message and the 
Churchôs universal mission. 
 
His critique is not limited to a particular geog-
raphy, but many analysts note its resonance 
with trends in America and Europe, where 
conservative Christian nationalism has be-
come increasingly influential. Rather than re-
treat into ideological camps, Pope Leo XIV 
calls Catholics to be ñbuilders of bridges, not 
wallsòðurging reconciliation over division. 
 
A Response to Christian Nationalism in 

America 
Some commentators observe that Pope Leo 
XIVôs approach can be seen as a direct re-
sponse to the surge of Christian nationalism 
in the United Statesða movement that often 
mixes religious identity with national identity 
and, at times, prioritizes political power over 
spiritual witness. By emphasizing reconcilia-
tion, dialogue, and a universal love that trans-
cends borders, Pope Leo XIV proposes a 
Catholic vision of patriotism that is rooted in 
service, justice, and the common good. 
 
This approach is not a rejection of patriotism, 
but rather an invitation to reimagine it in light 
of the Gospel. The Popeôs message resonates 
especially with lay Catholics and clergy who 
seek to foster both civic engagement and fi-
delity to Catholic teaching. 
 
Pope Leo XIV and the Knights of Colum-
bus: A Model of Catholic Patriotism 

Within the Catholic Church, the Knights of 
Columbus have long stood as an embodiment 
of the seamless integration of faith and patri-
otism. Founded in 1882, the Knights are re-
nowned for their charitable works and deep 
commitment to both Church and country. Of 
particular note is the Fourth Degree of the Or-
der, which explicitly upholds patriotism as its 
guiding principle. 
 
The Fourth Degree Knights combine love of 

country with love of faith, demonstrating that 
patriotism can be lived out in a way that is 
both authentically Catholic and genuinely re-
freshing. Members are tasked not only with 
civic responsibility but also with fostering 
unity and charitable outreachða mission that 
closely aligns with Pope Leo XIVôs vision. 
 
The Popeôs Support for the Patriotic Arm 

of the Order 
Pope Leo XIVôs papacy has seen a notable 
increase in support for the patriotic activities 
of the Knights of Columbus. By highlighting 
their example, he encourages Catholics every-
where to engage in public life, to work for the 
common good of their nations, and to remain 
steadfast in their faith. 
 
He has praised the Knights for their role in 
bringing together diverse communities, assist-
ing those in need, and defending religious 
freedomðvalues that resonate deeply within 
both American and global Catholic contexts. 
Pope Leo XIVôs ongoing support is seen as a 
sign that he views the Order as a vital re-
source for the Churchôs growth and stability, 
particularly as Catholics navigate the chal-
lenges of modernity. 
 
Pride, Unity, and the Call to Reconciliation 
Many Catholics express a renewed sense of 
pride and unity under Pope Leo XIVôs leader-
ship. His emphasis on patriotic service, cou-
pled with a clear repudiation of exclusionary 
ideologies, invites the Catholic community to 
reclaim patriotism as a force for goodðone 
that nurtures the soul of a nation while re-
maining open to the broader family of human-
ity. 
 
His call for reconciliation and dialogue is es-
pecially poignant in an era marked by polari-
zation. By urging Catholics to be agents of 
peace, forgiveness, and unity, the Pope posi-
tions the Church as a beacon of hope in a 
world often torn by division. 
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/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
1668    Msgr. Andrew K. Gwynn - 1668 Council #1668 (uknight.org) 
3684    Aiken Council https://www.aikenkofc3684.org 
5086    Fr. Anthony Montesinos Council #5086 (uknight.org) 
6629    Msgr. Richard C Madden Council 6629  https://kofc6629.org 
9475    Council 9475 - Serving Charleston's East Cooper Catholic Communities - Home (kofc9475.org)  
11028  Precious Blood of Christ Council Pawleys Island  KofC 11028 Website  
11991  Immaculate Conception Council #11991 (uknight.org)  
12472  KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #12472 CHARLESTON, SC - Home (blessedsacramentknights.com)  
17760  St Finbar Council, Charleston, SC Knights of Columbus Council #17760 in Charleston, SC 
  

You can get your council website listed here too by sending a link for it to  
KofCSCPAO@Outlook.com! 

A Vision for the Future 
As the Church moves forward, the influence 
of Pope Leo XIV is likely to grow, especially 
among those who yearn for a faith that is con-
fident, compassionate, and engaged in the life 
of the world. His vision challenges Catholics 
to transcend narrow definitions of identity and 
to embrace both the uniqueness of their native 
lands and the universality of the Gospel. 
 

Conclusion 
Pope Leo XIVôs papacy stands at the intersec-
tion of faith, patriotism, and the modern 
world. His advocacy for a reconciliatory, in-
clusive form of patriotismðembodied by or-
ganizations like the Knights of Columbusð

offers a path forward for the Church in times 
of both promise and uncertainty. 
 
His support for unity, dialogue, and engage-
ment in public life signals a new era for the 
Catholic Church: one that seeks not only the 
flourishing of its own faithful but also the 
peace and prosperity of all nations. As Catho-
lics look to the future, Pope Leo XIVôs lead-
ership may well inspire a revival of patriotic 
pride that is at once deeply Catholic and re-
freshingly open to all. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
DM Michael A. Allen, PSD 
District Master South Carolina 

https://uknight.org/councilsite/?CNO=1668
https://www.aikenkofc3684.org/
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=5086
https://www.kofc9475.org/index.html
https://kofc11028.org/website/knights02.asp
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=11991
https://www.blessedsacramentknights.com/
https://knightsofcolumbus17760.org/
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State Advocate 

Christopher Beumel 

One of my duties as State Advocate is to 
oversee the requirements of the safe environ-
ment program.  

 

This program is very important.  When all as-
pects of this training are followed,  it almost 
eliminates the chance of abuse occurring at 
sponsored events.  There are two sections to 
the training. The first part teaches general in-
formation on spotting abuse, potential abus-
ers, and procedures to prevent abuse. The 
second part is specific to the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  Every council should know the 
Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Di-
rector, and Community Director are required 
to take this training.  It would be prudent if 
other in the council also take the training.  
One of the thing you will learn when taking 
the training at all Knights sponsored events 

where children or other vulnerable people are 
present there must be at least two Knights 
that have taking the training.   Especially in 
very active councils,  if only the four required 
Knights have the training, it may be hard to 
meet this requirement. This is an easy pro-
cess.  Just go the the Knights website.  Click 
on Safe environment and follow the prompts.  

 

I hope all councils follow all the requirement 
of this program,  not just because it is re-
quired or it is needed for Star Council but be-
cause you genuinely want to protect the youth 
and other vulnerable people who interact with 
us.  

 

Christopher Beumel 
State Advocate 

Below are some web links to the training courses needed to work with youth in both the 
Diocese and the K of C.  

Diocese Safe Haven Training 

 Prevention Education ï Safe Haven Training ï South Carolina Catholic 

 (charlestnodiocese.org) 

 Knights of Columbus Safe Environment Training 

Youth Protection - Safe Environment Program | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org) 

Boy Scouts Youth Protection Training 

 Youth Protection | Boy Scouts of America (scouting.org) 

https://charlestondiocese.org/child-and-youth-protection/safe-haven-training/
http://www.kofc.org/en/safe-environment-program/index.html
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

Faith 
 
Greetings my Brothers!  August is here.  Pub-
lic schools are back in session.  Where has 
the summer gone to? The Supreme Conven-
tion will be here shortly.   It is time to get 
back into the swing of things, getting serious 
about attending Mass as often as possible, 
about working on those projects that your 
Council will be starting, about making sure 
your kids and grandkids are going to their re-
spective religious classes and altar server 
training, about learning more and living your 
FAITH. 
 
As Knights of Columbus, our goal is to 
strengthen our men and their families in the 
faith.  When we entered the Order, we were 
reminded to constantly form ourselves in the 
Catholic faith.  This formation goes beyond 
mere facts or religious practice to an authen-
tic connection with a loving God and His 
Son, Jesus.  Programs in this category 
(FAITH) of the ñFaith in Actionò booklet are 
designed to draw us closer to God and the 
Church in a tangible and meaningful way.  
These programs arm us for the spiritual battle 
that our men and families face daily.  (F.I.A. 
booklet) (For Faith program resources, visit 
kofc.org/faith.) 
 
Inside the ñFaith in Actionò booklet, there are 
eight categories listed for your consideration.  
If I might be so bold, I recommend that your 
councils do all eight of the categories.  Iôm 
thinking that the most difficult one to accom-
plish could be the Pilgrim Icon Program.  I 
am going to list the eight categories for you: 

REFUND SUPPORT VOCATION PRO-
GRAM (RSVP): The Refund Support Voca-
tion Program assists our seminarians and pos-
tulants with financial and moral assistance.  
As the strong right arm of the Church, the 
Knights of Columbus are committed to 
providing moral, financial and spiritual sup-
port to future priests and religious at all stag-
es of their formation.  For every $500 given 
to an individual, the Supreme Council will 
refund the council or assembly $100. 
(kofc.org/rsvp) 
 
INTO THE BREACH: Form men in spiritu-
ality and the Catholic vision of marriage and 
family life through this highly acclaimed se-
ries and discussion. (kofc.org/intothebreach) 
 
PILGRIM ICON PROGRAM: This year 
the Icon is the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Spread 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
pray for Our Lord to make His heart our own, 
so that we may see and love in others what 
He sees and loves in us. (kofc.org/
pilgrimicon) 
 
BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 
KIOSK: Building the Domestic Church 
while strengthening our Parish.  This helps 
strengthen families by providing exceptional 
religious educational materials to all Catho-
lics. (kofc.org/kiosk) 
 
ROSARY PROGRAM: Build faithful fami-
lies and communities through the praying of 
the rosary.  If you are permitted, organize 
your council members to lead the praying of 
the rosary before all Masses.  A great way to 
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start Mass! (kofc.org/rosary) 
 
SPIRITUAL REFLECTION: Create annual 
opportunities for prayer and reflection togeth-
er as a fraternity.  With the approval of their 
Chaplain, councils can organize a day of re-
flection or a retreat or attend a retreat together 
or organize an event for the men of your Par-
ish(es).  Keep in mind, these events are only 
open to council members, or the men of your 
Parish, or may be open to entire families.  
Mepkin Abbey in Moncks Corner is an ideal 
location for a retreat. (kofc.org/reflection) 
 
SACRAMENTAL GIFTS: Support families 
during the most important events in the life of 
the Domestic Churchéthe sacraments!  We 
should be there for the support of families dur-
ing these events (if permitted) and embrace 
these families with the love of Jesus, through 
the Knights of Columbus. (kofc.org/gifts) 
 
HOLY HOUR: Encourage deep personal en-
counters with Christ by attending a Holy Hour 
Adoration and Benediction. With the use of 
these devotions, we can grow in our love of 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist and evangelize/
share His presence with our communities and 
the world. (kofc.org/holyhour) 
 
Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to 
man.  We can lose this priceless gift, as St. 
Paul indicated to St. Timothy: ñWage the good 
warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.  
By rejecting conscience, certain persons have 
made shipwreck of their faith.ò (1 Tim 1:18-

19)  To live, grow, and persevere in the faith 
until the end we must nourish it with the word 
of God; we must beg the Lord to increase our 
faith; it must be ñworking through charity,ò 
abounding in hope, and rooted in the faith of 
the Church. 
 
Brothers, obviously, we have faith.  We be-
lieve in Jesus Christ and his life, death, and 
resurrection.  I have always had this belief.  
My church in Florence, St. Ann, has bolstered 
my faith in many ways.  My family has been 
attending St. Ann for 36 years.  Our two kids 
grew in their faith at St. Annôs.  The faith that 
our kids received at St. Annôs, has been car-
ried on with their families in Mt. Pleasant and 
Columbia.  Sue and I have been blessed that 
our two children are faithful Catholics, who 
have carried on their faith with their own chil-
dren.  Five of our six grandchildren have 
made their First Holy Communion, with the 
youngest a couple of years away.  One has 
made his Confirmation and I was his proud 
sponsor!  They all have a love for the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  In fact, our youngest 
granddaughter, our miracle baby, recently told 
my wife that she is a miracle because ñI love 
Jesus and God.ò Amen! 
 
 
Blessings to you all, 
 
God is GoodéAll the Time! 
 
Deacon Bob Cox  
State Spiritual AdvisorШ 

{/ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ 

https://www.instagram.com/scknightsofcolumbus/
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

My Brothers Knights of South Carolina, 
 
We are into a new Columbian Year with a 
new State Deputy, Brother Scott Friedman.  
Congratulations on your election, Scott, and I 
look forward to supporting you and your ad-
ministration of our State Council. 
 
Cor has been with us for two years now ï 
three years if you include the ñbetaò jurisdic-
tions, and I still hear these questions:  What is 
Cor? Why is Cor separate from Faith in Ac-
tionôs Faith Program?  What is the EFF and 
where is his place in the Council?  Why 
should our Council do Cor when we support 
more programs than we can handle? 
 
These are all good questions, and I have ad-
dressed all of these and many, many more.  I 
will continue to do so, but not now, not here.  
What I will present here will suggest how 
Cor positively impacts every program in not 
only the Council but the Assembly as well. 
 

Cor Enhancing Faith in Action 
 

Faith 
While Cor is more noted for small group 
meetings involving bible studies, Into the 
Breach, faith formation, prayer, and Christian 
fraternity, Cor is all about evangelization, and 
of course, that starts within the Councilôs 
Faith Program.  This includes the complete 
support of the Parishôs religious events: 
Masses, holy hours, eucharistic processions, 
perpetual adoration, rosary, and any other re-
ligious every event, scheduled or unsched-

uled.  We need to remind our Parishioners 
that the Knights of Columbus is ñFirst in 
Faith,ò and we need to share faith with every-
one!  Council EFFs and Faith Program direc-
tors, coordinate with your Pastor for what he 
would like the Knights to do.  And for those 
ñspecial occasions,ò make it an ñall hands on 
deck,ò including Council Knights (and not 
just the Fourth Degree!) parading in with the 
priest and/ or deacon. 
   

Family 
Your family is the Domestic Church!  Father 
McGivneyôs vision for family life was not 
just for financial and material aid; he knew 
that Knights are called to holiness.  Pope Paul 
VI wrote, ñWhen Christian families respond 
to the design of the Creator, they become a 
ñDomestic Churchò that demonstrates the 
various aspects of the entire Church.ò  Saint 
John Paul II wrote, ñEvangelization will de-
pend largely on the Domestic Church,ò mean-
ing that Catholic Families, particularly those 
led by Knights are the lead agents for the 
New Evangelization.  For EFFs and Family 
Program directors, find out what is important 
to the Parish in conducting family-oriented 
ministries and seek out spiritual events that 
benefit all family members. 
 

Community 
In the spring edition of Palmetto Knight 
Quarterly, I wrote, ñEvangelization is all 
about Community!ò  Feel free to read that ar-
ticle about how Jesus is present when a com-
munity is gathered together in prayer, and 

Director of Evangelization 

and Faith Formation 

Chris Ryder, PGK 
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within our communities, Knights serve as mis-
sionaries of Christ.  I stated how proclaiming 
the Word of God in public can be scary, and in 
particular, I stated that brother Knights should 
never back away from publicly proclaiming 
that every action performed by Knights of Co-
lumbus in the community is in service to Jesus 
Christ.  For EFFs and Community Program 
Directors, develop a plan on how to evangelize 
when setting up our community events.  Con-
sider posting Catholic or KofC literature with 
you whenever you are performing a communi-
ty event such as Tootsie Roll drives and com-
munity gatherings.  When we hand out boxes 
of Coats for Kids or for clothing drives, how 
about slapping a decal on the box proclaiming 
our service to the Lord. 
 

Life 
Evangelizing the Churchôs and the Orderôs po-
sition on life is something that Knights and 
family members do quite well.  We need to 
keep at it.  Keep working on behalf of the Aid 
and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) program 
to remind all those neigh sayers out there that 
Catholic men support life in all its phases, in-
cluding supporting mothers and children in 
their earliest stages of life.  For EFFs and Cul-
ture of Life Directors, consider some new ac-
tivities that your Council hasnôt done yet.   
 

Membership 
Evangelization transcends Faith in Action.  
Membership Directors, work with your EFF 
and Grand Knight to plan your membership 
drives with evangelization in mind.  There are 
men out there who may not be interested in 
fund-raising and more inclined to the Coun-
cilôs and Parishôs spiritual efforts.  When these 
men accept the invitation to Knighthood, in-
vite them to be your evangelists.  Ask them to 
assist the EFFs in planning and running the 
Councilôs Cor Gatherings.  When planning 
Parish membership drives, discuss how evan-

gelization can be an effective mechanism for 
the Councilôs recruiting effort.  Finally, ask 
your new members to meet with the EFF to 
discuss the importance of Cor and evangeliza-
tion to the mission of the Knights of Colum-
bus.  Likewise, EFFs, meet with all new mem-
bers, one on one, and get the rookies excited 
about the spiritual works of the Order. 
 

4th Degree 
Cor in not a just Council priority; it is an OR-
DER Priority.  Faithful Navigators and Coun-
cil EFFs should work to interject evangeliza-
tion into the events of the Assembly.  Sir 
Knights are the ñvisible arm of the Order,ò and 
when you wear that uniform (or dark suit with 
baldrick) out in the community, you are not 
only displaying your pride as a citizen of your 
country, but you are presenting yourself as a 
ñSoldier of Christ.ò  In that uniform, you are 
an evangelist.  The Fourth Degree was formed 
125 years ago to demonstrate that Catholic 
men are loyal to the elected leadership of the 
United States but remember that we are One 
Nation Under God! 
 

Final Note 
The original purpose of Cor is to facilitate 
Christ-centered Brotherhood.  Successful 
evangelists do not work alone; they have disci-
ples and friends who help them spread the 
Word of God.  Knights are part of a brother-
hood that prepares them for courageous lead-
ership and the mission of evangelization for 
their families and communities.  Letôs make 
this Columbian year 2025-2026 a great one.  
You are among the Chosen.  You are an evan-
gelist! 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
Chris Ryder 
EFF Director 
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Special 2025 Radiothon Broadcast  

(Oct. 2 & 3)  

The theme will be Evangelization - ñProclaim the Faith,ò 
from Bishop Fabre-Jueneôs Via Fidelis 5-year plan for 

the diocese. 
 

We will present an audio dramatization of the Gospels 
beginning at 10:00 AM on Thursday, October 2  

and Friday, October 3. 
 

Listen on: 
WCKI 1300 AM & W287DJ 105.3 FM in the Upstate 
WLTQ 730 AM & W294CJ 106.7 FM in the 

 Low Country 
 

Also available at CatholicRadioInSC.com, or 
via the Mediatrix App (free download), Scan the QR 

code with your phone's camera.Ш 
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Did you know? 

¶Thanksgiving Food Basket Outreach ï On November 22, 2024, Assemblies 3441 (Rock 
Hill) and 3695 (Lancaster) prepared and delivered 300 Thanksgiving baskets to low income 
households, collaborating with area churches and civic groups. 
 
¶Midlands Pro Life March & Rally ï On January 25, 2025, Assemblies 2287 (Lexington) 
and 3430 (Columbia) coordinated transportation, signage, and volunteer marshals for more 
than 400 participants in the South Carolina March for Life at the State House. 
 
¶Coastal Lenten Fish Fry Fundraiser ï On February 28, 2025, Councils 12472 (Murrells 
Inlet) and 9409 (Garden City) teamed up to host a sold out fish fry, raising over $6,000 for 
local food pantries and parish outreach programs. 
 
¶Lowcountry Parish Picnic & Community Health Fair ï On April 12, 2025, Councils 
10668 (Hardeeville) and 15223 (Ridgeland) co hosted a bilingual parish picnic with free 
health screenings, drawing families from multiple parishes and surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
¶Upstate Habitat for Humanity Build ï On May 17, 2025, Assemblies 2107 (Greenville) 
and 3273 (Easley) joined forces to provide labor and funding for a new home for a single 
mother of two, working alongside parish youth groups. 
 
¶Back to School Backpack Blessing ï On August 9, 2025, Councils 6756 (Summerville) 
and 11910 (North Charleston) distributed 250 backpacks filled with supplies after a special 
blessing ceremony, partnering with local schools to identify families in need. 


