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MEN ARE WAITING TO BE INVITED

‘Come after me, and | will make you
fishers of men.”

= MT 4:19

Jesus invited his first disciples. Father McGivney invited
Catholic men to the Order’s first meeting.

It’s our turn.

It sounds so simple, yet the data points to the compelling fact that millions of Catholic men are just waiting for
the invitation. Last year, we commissioned CARA, the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate, to look
at Catholic men’s organizations. The goal was to learn why men join them, why some don’t, and for those who
don’t, what factors would change their mind.

We learned that in the United States alone,
« 21 million adult Catholic men are not currently a member of a Catholic men’s organization
- 3.2 million would definitely be interested in joining

- 10.8 million might be interested but are unsure

59% of Catholic men would join a Catholic men’s organization
if asked.

Based on these findings, as many as seven million men are open to joining groups like the Knights.
They simply haven’t been invited.

Think about that. Seven million new Knights. And there are millions more in Canada, Mexico and across Europe
and Asia.

Also in 2023, we conducted a Membership Satisfaction survey, in which many of you participated. Responses
showed 47% of members report they joined the Order because they were invited to do so by a friend, family
member or pastor. However, 33% of us have never asked men to join, and 37% have only done so once or
twice a year.

Catholic men are waiting. They are waiting to be invited.

Just imagine if each of our 2.1 million members around the world invited one person to join this year. Imagine
the impact we would have on our culture and world. We’re calling on every Knight to follow the example of
Blessed Michael McGivney and our Lord Jesus Christ — to foster a culture in which we don’t wait for someone to
come up to us. Rather, we go out and invite our Catholic brothers to join us in our mission to something greater.

Let us be the fishers of men God is calling us to be.
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Did you know?
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port of Seminarians through the RSVP Hund
€

That Coats for Kids has passed out ov
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32,027 followers
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Members of the Knights of Columbus Board of
Directors, including Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly and
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore,
joined thousands of brother Knights and families in
Washington, D.C., for the 52nd annual March for Life
Friday, Jan. 24.

“The effort to change hearts and minds about abortion

is far from over,” the supreme knight said. "The Knights
of Columbus’ mission to support vulnerable mothers in

need and their children will continue to guide our work,

as we remind our nation’s lawmakers at every level that
life is a sacred and precious gift worth

protecting.” #WhyWeMarch

Photos:

Students representing Wheaton College in lllinois carry
the March for Life banner past the U.S. Supreme Court
building on Jan. 24. (Photo by Matthew Barrick)

Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore
and Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly with his wife,
Vanessa, walk with thousands of pro-life advocates
during the March for Life in Washington, D.C., Jan. 24.
(Photo by Paul Haring)
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INTERCEDE

May married
couples :
generously live-

out their vocatio
with openness to
the gift of new fife

el

PRAY
Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory Be

REFLECT

The month of February has traditionally been
dedicated to the Holy Family who provide forus a
model of marriage and family life. Mary and Joseph
perfectly witness to the gift of new life, welcoming
the infant Jesus amidst difficult and challenging

wife to be so complete, so ordered to a lifetime of
communion with Himself and each other, that 1t 15
open to creating a new human being whom they will
love and care for together. Part of God’s gift to
husband and wife 1s cooperation with His creative
power. In participating in this “great mystery” of
love that 1s total, faithful, and fiutful, married
couples become a sign of the love between Christ
and his Church (Eph 5:32). Couples who cannot bear
children still share in this cooperation. As St. John
Paul II affirmed to such couples, “you are no less
loved by God; your love for each other i1s complete
and fruitful when it is open to others ™

While a couple does not need to seek to have a child
in every act of intercourse, they should never act to
reject the life-giving power granted by God through
the use of contraception. In deliberately acting to

MW Gt montindy, prayer quides at:

PRAYER GUIDE | FEBRUARY 2025

circnmstances. God designed the love of husband and

Pra/@ er
Action

suppress their fertility couples harm their unity. For
serious reasons, couples may choose to avoid
pregnancy for a time or indefinitely. Natural Famaly
Planning (NFP) can help married couples identify
and utilize the naturally infertile times in a woman’s
cycle, all while cooperating with God’s design.

In today’s culture, living out God’s plan for married
love and opening our hearts to the gift of children
can be difficult. It can often require great generosity
and frust in the Lord. But as Christ repeatedly
exhorted, “Be not afraid!” The Church’s teaching on
married love 1s an invitation to let God transform
our hearts, knowing God’s plan is far richer than
anything the world can offer us.

ACT {choose one)

» Offer a Prayer for Married Couples
(usceb.org/prayers/praver-married-couples) for this
month’s intention.

» If you are married, participate in this 2025 At-
Home Mairiage Retreat anytime during the month
of February (bit Iy/marriage-retreat-2025).

* Offer some other sacrifice or prayer that you feel
called to do for this month’s intention.

ONE STEP FURTHER

Learn more about God’s plan for marriage and how
husbands and wives are called to fully live out their
vows in Married Love and the Gift of Life

(bit ly/married-love).

Excerpt from Pope John Paul IL Homily at the Mass for the Families
on February 13, 1982 © 1982, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with
permission. All rights reserved.

W respectlife.org/prayer-and-action
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OracrLdon
RESPETA LA VIDA -
ceLd

INTERCEDE Por razones serias, las parejas pueden optar por evitar un
embarazo por un tiempo o indefimdamente. La
planificacion familiar natural (NFP) puede ayudar a las
parejas casadas a identificar y utilizar los momentos que

generosamer i - son naturalmente infértiles en el ciclo de una mujer, al
: 7 B | mismo tiempo que respetan y cooperan con el designio de
suvocacién Dios.

abiertos al don d¢
la nueva viva.

En la cultura de hoy, puede ser dificil vivir el plan de Dios
: para el amor conyugal y abrir nuestro corazon al don de
S : los hijos. A menudo puede exigir gran generosidad y
REZA confianza en el Sefior. Pero como Cristo exhortd en
rerteradas ocasiones: “jINo tengan miedo!”. La ensefianza
de la Iglesia sobre el amor conyugal constituye una
REFLEXIONA in\-'ita?iér]li gba:;a pzrn}i)tl_ir que Dinl)s u'msfolgng dj;uesu'o
. , corazon. an de Dios para el amor y la v1
";ra@;:r;almsptg el mes dﬁe febrero se dh'zll d.;edlcad.o ala mah‘imonialpes mucho mgs rico y satis?actorio que
n?aglufmonia;:n;' :12 ?’lilc;!anf.;; li.:f}.lm{; ?O':;éj e manera cualquier otra cosa que el mundo nos pueda ofrecer.
perfecta, dan testimonio al don de la nueva vida, .
acogiendo al Nifio Jestis en medio de circunstancias ACTUA (elige una)
dificiles y desafiantes. El plan divino para el amor del
esposo v la esposa es tan completo, tan ordenado a una
vida completa de comunion con Dios v del uno con el
otro, que esta abierto para crear un nuevo ser humano,

Padre nuestro, 3 Ave Martas, Gloria

* Ofrece una Oracion por las parejas casadas
(usccb.org/prayers/prayer-married-couples, solo en
inglés) por la mtencion de este mes.

al que amaran y cuidaran juntos. Parte del don de Dios * S1estas casado/a, participa del Retiro matrimonial en el
al esposo y la esposa es la cooperacion con Su poder hogar 2024 en cualquier momento del mes de febrero
creativo. Al participar de este “gran misterio” de amor (bit.ly/retiro-en-casa-de-2024).

total, fiel y fecundo, las parejas casadas se covierten en
signo del amor entre Cristo y su [glesia (Ef 5,32).Y las
parejas que no pueden tener hijos aun asi participan de
esta cooperacion. Como dijo san Juan Pablo II a esas

* Ofrece algtin otro sacrificio u oracion que quieras
realizar por la intencion de este mes.

parejas: "Ustedes no son menos amados por Dios; su UN PASO MAS
amor reciproco es completo y fecundo cuando se abre a Aprende mas acerca del plan de Dios para el matrimonio y
los demsas™. como los esposos y esposas estan llamados a vivir

Aunque una pareja no necesariamente tiene que buscar plenamente sus votos en El amor matrimonial y el don de
tener un hijo en cada acto sexual, nunca deben la vida (bit.lv/amor-matrimonial-v-vida). Este articulo

comportarse en rechazo del poder dador de vida también proporciona una introduccion a la ensefianza de la
concedido por Dios. Cuando las parejas casadas Iglesia sobre planificacion familiar natural (PFIV).

deliberadamente actiian para suprimir su fertilidad,

como sucede con el uso de los anticonceptivos, la Extractos de Papa Juan Pablo IT, Homilia en la Misa por las familias el 13
pareja n.i.eqa parte del sentido inherente del amor de febrero de 1982 @ 1982, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Se utiliza con
conyugalgr {afia su unidad permiso. Se reservan todos los derechos.

‘. Consique qum{ ;‘ucumate,}omm ovacth

W respectlife.org/prayer- andi'actmn
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ROMAN CATHOLIC

DIOCESE
oF CHARLESTON

&8 1 @) OFFICEOF THE BISHOP

Feb. 7, 2025

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Gospel of Matthew emphasizes the values of faith, mercy and justice, and how they
relate to Judeo-Christian tradition. We recall the words of our Lord in the Gospel of
Matthew, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in
prison and you visited me” (25:35-6). Jesus taught us that this is the standard by which we
will be judged on the last day. It is important to keep this message at the forefront of

our daily living and always strive to fulfill our commission to love and serve others.

We believe that every person is created in the image of God and must be treated with dignity
and care as his son or daughter. We will continue to ensure that our churches, schools and
missions remain places of worship, education, hospitality and grace for those who live in our
midst.

Our shared faith calls us to walk alongside and accompany the most vulnerable, and we
remain committed to serving every member in our communities with the love and
understanding that Christ modeled for us. Pope Francis, in his letter for World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, said that “God not only walks with his people, but also within them
... he identifies himself with men and women on their journey through history, particularly
with the least, the poor and the marginalized.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that Catholic teaching does not support an open
border policy in this modern world; however, the Catechism does emphasize a commonsense
approach where the duty to care for the stranger is practiced in harmony with the duty to care
for the nation.

As your bishop and pastor, I offer my gratitude for all those immigrants in the Diocese of
Charleston who, through their goodness and faithfulness, contribute so much to our Church
and to our country. Over several generations, immigrants have settled within the diocese
from many foreign nations. Catholics from different continents have enriched our diocese
with their great faith and devotion to our Lord, with their families and service to Christ’s
Church across South Carolina. Their presence is a gift to us all, and we are grateful to God
for them. We pray for their faithfulness, resilience and perseverance now in the face of many
uncertainties.

go1 Orange Grove Road + Charleston, SC 29407 *+ (843) 205-7340 * Fax: (843) 804-0463 » www.charlestondiocese.org

t I s {twLbD HA!
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As a Church, we will be always concerned with the dignity of the human person and basic
human rights. The Church recognizes that there are persons residing in this nation without
legal documentation, and we do not excuse this violation of our country’s laws. Every
country has the right to protect and maintain its borders.

Pope Francis encourages us to participate in Christian charity through welcoming,

protecting and accompanying. We can see firsthand the contributions of our brothers and
sisters from many nations to our communities and to this state. We will continue to
accompany them along the faithful way, as Christ accompanies us on our journey through
this life. Though Catholics all over the world differ in our expressions of faith and our
perspectives, we are united by the Great Commission to stand as one Church, loving God and
our neighbor.

May we, as one Body in Christ, unite in faith and understanding as we move forward. May
the Lord grant us the wisdom and courage to act with justice and mercy. And may the Holy
Spirit guide us to promote a culture of peace, respect for life and the dignity of every human
person.

In Christ’s love,

’ ‘ﬂwzzza @

Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS
Bishop of Charleston

DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON » OFFICE OF THE BISHOF
go1 Orange Grove Road + Charleston, 5C 29407 * (843) 225-7340 * Fax: (843) 804-9463 * www.charlestondiocese.org
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KCCF Endowment Fund

Creating a perpetual legacy

Through Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund, we provide charitable planning both for today’s giving
and a future charitable legacy. A KCCF Endowment Fund allows a donor to donate cash or property and
define the restriction of the endowment. KCCF’s Board of Directors ensures that the corpus of the
donation is preserved, while income earned on the investment is available for use each year for the
beneficiary. A KCCF Endowment Fund is an excellent solution for donors wishing to provide long-term
support for their favorite charitable organizations.

Distributions will

begin 36 months The use of the Donors receive
Minimum after the initial fund must always an annual
$100,000 contribution honor donor intent Legacy Report
) @ 6}
= —a 0L0
DN AN \m |
| ooao | [u ]y i |
A\ N Y
[ @
Pricing: Annual Distributions are Multiple
Administrative Fee calculated ona organizations
of 0.9% rolling 12 quarter inone
average halance Endowment Fund

Knights of

Columbus
Charitable Fund”
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Why the Future May Depend on Faith-Based Apps
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Sponsored Content from Catholic Radio in South Carolina

Greer, SC - Jan. 10, 2025 — According to the TechSurvey CMB 2020 from JaCapps Media, two-
thirds of the population have downloaded faith-based/imnspirational Apps. About seven in ten
who have downloaded a Radio Station App use 1t to listen to their favorite station’s stream.
While there are many Apps available, the Mediatrix App 1s a gateway to engaging Catholic
thought. Featuring a platform with twelve separate portals, the App presents podcasts, blog
posts and a 24/7 Catholic Radio broadcast with Catholic perspectives on Faith & Family,
Biblical Prophecy, Literature, Culture, Church Liturgy, Theology of the Body & God’s gift of
human sexuality, Stewardship & Giving, Diocesan news & interviews, Apologetics, Church
History, The Interior Life & Prayers, and more.

The Mediatrix App 1s for phones, tablets, and pads. It 1s available as a free download at the
Apple and Google Play app stores. Search for “Mediatrix” and look for the logo featuring a blue
rose on a pristine white background. There 1s also a scannable QR Code available at
www.CatholicRadioInSC.com or below:
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