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State Deputy 

Jeffrey Crouch 

Brother Knights, 

In 1882, the Knights of Columbus were 
founded with one mission: to safeguard and 
protect our families. This mission remains at 
the core of our Order, and itôs inspiring to see 
men answering the call to become Knights in 
ever-growing numbers. But let us remember, 
while this mission has material aspects, its 
true foundation is spiritual. 

When I reflect on "family," I think not only of 
my immediate family of my wife and daugh-
ters, but also of my extended family: parents 
and siblings, my Council family, my Parish 
family, and my South Carolina family. The 
ways in which I support each group differ, but 
the constant in all of them is me. The greatest 
gift I can offer all of these is prayer. The more 
I strengthen my own spiritual foundation, the 
more I will be able to safeguard and protect 
my loved ones through faith. This is the heart 
of the COR initiative. 

February, the month of the Holy Family: Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph, provides the perfect 
moment to reflect on our roles as fathers and 
husbands. It is a time to renew our commit-
ment to becoming better men of faith and 
leaders within our families. I am calling on 
our Brother Knights to take the lead on the 
COR initiative, becoming role models for oth-
ers in our Parishes who also seek to deepen 
their own spiritual journeys and strengthen 
their roles as fathers and husbands. 

Across South Carolina, many families are liv-

ing out their faith in remarkable ways. We 
will be celebrating these families at our State 
Convention. But I urge you, as Knights, to go 
beyond just submitting a "Family of the 
Month." Be the example of a dedicated family 
man. Demonstrate how to protect and safe-
guard through faith formation and encourage 
your Council leadership to adopt the COR ini-
tiative as a key part of your Parish and Coun-
cil. 

Let us stand together, not only as Knights but 
as men of faith committed to building strong-
er families and communities. 

Semper Fidelis! 



tŀƭƳŜǧƻ YƴƛƎƘǘ C!aL[¸ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ м LǎǎǳŜ о

 tŀƎŜ п {twLbD нлнр 

State Secretary 

J. Scott Freidman 

 

FAMILY 

 

What is family? 

Family, is the foundation upon which we 
build our lives. It is within the family unit 
that we first learn about love, trust, faith and 
compassion. Families provide emotional sup-
port, security, and a sense of identity, shaping 
who we are and who we become. The bonds 
formed within a family are often the strongest 

and most enduring, offering a safe haven in 
times of joy and sorrow. Together, faith and 
family create a powerful synergy, nurturing 
our spirits and grounding us in a network of 
love and support. 

 
 
Vivat Jesus 
J. Scott Friedman 
State Secretary 
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Territorial Director Dave Tebo an-

nounces he will be retiring this sum-

mer 

A Wisconsin native, Brother Tebo was 
born in 1959 and has been a resident of 
Lakeland, FL since 1972.  He attended 
the University of Central Florida earning 
degrees in Business Management, Psy-
chology, and Aerospace Engineering.  Up-
on graduation from college, he served as 
a pilot in the U.S Air Force.  Brother Tebo 
is also a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Squadron Officers School.  Upon comple-
tion of service to his country, he entered a 
family business which served the food 
service industry.  He now serves the 
Knights of Columbus Supreme Office as a 
Territorial Growth Director for the South-

east Territory of the United States. 
 
     Brother Tebo joined St. Josephôs 
Council No. 2505 in February of 1977.  He 
served in all chair offices and became 
Grand Knight in 1984. 
 
     Brother Tebo was elected State War-
den for the Florida State Council, and 
then continued his service in the positions 
of State Advocate, State Treasurer, State 
General Program Director, and State 
Membership Director. Brother Tebo was 
elected to the office of State Deputy in 
2001 and served in that capacity until 
2003. 
 
     During his consecutive terms as the 
State Deputy of Florida, Brother Tebo 
achieved the Supreme Knightôs Pinnacle 
Circle of Honor Award in addition to being 
credited with the institution of thirty-eight 
New Councils.  Brother Tebo was then ap-
pointed and served as District Master for 
the DeSoto Province from 2003 to 2006. 
 
     David and Tina Marie are parishioners 
of St. Josephôs Church, where they pres-
ently serve as the co-chairs of the Parish 
Ministry Carnival.  This is the major fund 
raiser for the parish.  
 
     David and Tina Marie are the proud 
parents of two sons, Jonathan and Chris-
topher who are Third Degree Knights. 

Did you know? 

Since 1981, the Knights of Columbus has contributed over $100 Million Dollars to the sup-

port of Seminarians through the RSVP Fund! 

That Coats for Kids has passed out over 550 thousand coats over the last 3 years and over 1 

million since the program started! 

Just this past year the Knights of Columbus contributed $20 Million Dollars to pay for the 

Restoration of the Baldachino  at St Peters in Rome! 
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ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪƻŦŎǎŎΦƻǊƎκ 

https://www.kofcsc.org/
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State Advocate 

Dr Rick Swain 

Character: What a Knight of Columbus 

leader must be to Protect Families  

Characterðwho you areðcontributes signif-
icantly to how you act. Character helps you 
know whatôs right and do whatôs right, all the 
time and at whatever the cost. Character is 
such a central, important element of leader-
ship Character fundamentally shapes how we 
engage the world around us, what we notice, 
what we reinforce, who we engage in conver-
sation, what we value, what we choose to act 
on, how we decide, and the list goes on. 
Character is fundamental too effective leader-
ship because good character builds trust, and 
without trust, people will not follow you. 
Without followers, obviously, one cannot 
lead. Character is an essential trait for leader-

ship. Character builds trust and credibility, 
promotes loyalty. General Norman Schwarz-
kopf said: ñLeadership is a potent combina-
tion of strategy and character. But if you must 
be without one, be without the strategy.ò  
 
This month make sure families and children 
are protected. Make sure everyone that is re-
quired to have Safe Environment Training is 
complete. Character of a Knight is to make 
sure we protect the most vulnerable. The 
Knights of Columbus is a character-based or-
ganization striving to emulate our Lord and 
Savior, so start COR this new year. Loving 
everyone as he has loved us is a fantastic 
New Years resolution! What a difference in 
our world that would make!  

 

 

Around the State 

Territorial Director Dave Tebo pre-

sents the Knights of Columbus Pinni-

cle Award to State Deputy Jeff 

Crouch.  This is the third year in a row 

that South Carolina has been awarded 

this award. 
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District Master 

Michael Allen 

Patriotôs Corner 
Michael Allen, PSD 
Master, South Carolina District 
DeSoto Province 

 
Midyear meeting January 25, 2025 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 
The Knights of Columbus was founded in 
1882. They took hold and they were growing, 
but the more they grew, and the more they had 
success, the more they faced anti-Catholic at-
tacks. In the United States, there was this idea 
that you couldnôt be a good American and a 
good Catholic, that they were incompatible. 
During those anti-Catholic sentiments, the 
Knights formed the Patriotic Degree at the 
turn of the century to show that we are Catho-
lic, but also good citizens. 
 
Being a Catholic patriot is not so easy these 
days either. Everywhere you look, the Catholic 
Church takes the position of morality and gets 
attacked for it. So, now, more than ever, it is 
important to demonstrate that we love our 
faith, but we also love our country. We are not 
trying to destroy our country; weôre trying to 
make it better. 
 
In the United States, we deal all the time with 
a great misunderstanding about the establish-
ment clause of the First Amendment: 
ñCongress shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion.ò Itôs almost to the 
point where you canôt say anything religious, 
or else some people will claim youôre violat-
ing the separation of Church and State. Nowa-
days, people want to shut down everything 

that has to do with religion. They want to say 
you canôt have prayer in school or in a public 
sector; you canôt support a military program if 
youôre a church organization, because that vio-
lates the establishment clause. In reality, noth-
ing could be further from the truth. 
 
Through the patriotic arm of the Order, 
Knights can gain a better understanding of 
their country and their government, so they are 
equipped to teach others about the truth of 
their countryôs history, their patriotism by hav-
ing Catholics who truly love their country, 
who are actively living out a love of their 
homeland. That can do a lot for the transfor-
mation of culture. 
 
There was a time in our country where you 
and I might have had different political views, 
but I wouldnôt think you were any less of a pa-
triot. Today, the problem we face is that there 
are so many people who are quick to believe 
that their perspective is the only correct one, 
and they are willing to attack somebody elseôs 
patriotism just because they think differently 
about how to fight a war, or whom to support 
in a conflict. 
 
I hope that through the Knights of Columbus 
and the Fourth Degree, we can understand 
that, regardless of peopleôs differences, the 
most important thing is to love your country 
and to love your neighbor. That means you 
donôt stop loving your brothers and your sis-
ters in Christ just because they donôt neces-
sarily agree that everything you think is the 
correct patriotic point of view. I would love 
for the Fourth Degree to be a place where we 
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encourage discussion again, where we may 
agree to disagree, but we donôt diminish each 
other when we donôt see eye to eye. We must 
be very careful to always maintain respect 
and love for one another even if we disagree. 
 
I think you must look at it twofold. First, look 
at it from the patriotic point of view. As a pa-
triot, you should love and support your coun-
try. You should be willing to die defending it 
if necessary. Yet I think you should also look 
at it in a broader sense. My country is the 
United States. Iôve got brothers in other coun-
tries. But weôre all members of the Universal 
Church as well. Weôre all called to love and to 
defend the faith. We all have that in common 
as Catholic patriots. 
 
It would be wonderful for us to find ways to 
increase the dialogue between lay members of 
the Knights and their parish priests and bish-
ops, so that we can have a greater understand-

ing of our civic duties as Catholic citizens. 
Maybe we can facilitate having seminars, 
where Fourth Degree faithful friars can help 
Catholics to understand political issues and 
why theyôre important. Our priests can also 
help Knights understand other ways that we, 
as Catholic patriots, can be engaged in our 
community by carrying out corporal works of 
mercy for veterans who are struggling with 
homelessness, addiction or incarceration. Be-
cause everywhere you look, those numbers 
are on the increase. By working with our 
priests, I think the Fourth Degree can get a 
better sense of where Christ is needed right 
now, and how we, as patriotic members of the 
Order, can address those needs. 
 
 
Vivat Jesus 
DM Michael A. Allen, PSD 
District Master South Carolina 
803-397-7803 
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Spiritual Director 

Deacon Bob Cox 

ñFamilyò 
 
Greetings my Brother Knights and families!  
A late Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  A new year, new resolutions, new spir-
itual journeys, a new and much needed 
LOVE from Jesus and for Jesus!  I pray that 
your spiritual journey(s) are fruitful and that 
you receive the grace, the mercy, and the 
healing that you need, and that the Holy Spir-
it smiles upon you and your families every 
day! 
 
Brothers, Blessed Michael McGivney sought 
to strengthen the familial bond of father to 
mother and children to parents.  Catholics of-
ten struggle with the reality that they do not 
have the opportunity to socialize and/or pray 
with other faith-filled Catholic families.  It 
can be a challenge to continue to ground our-
selves and raise our children in the faith.  Fa-
ther McGivneyôs vision for family life wasnôt 
only financial and material aid but also spir-
itual strength, as holiness is the calling of all 
baptized Christians.  Simply put, the majority 
of our time is easily spent in secular circles 
unless we intentionally create ways to live the 
domestic church.  (Faith in Action booklet) 
 
Accordingly, in the KofC Faith in Action 
booklet, in the family section, there are sever-
al categories to choose from for you and/or 
your council to get involved in: ñFood for 
Familiesò (Help end hunger in communities 
across North America and around the globe.)  
ñFamily of the Monthò (Promote and support 
the development of strong and vibrant fami-
lies.)  ñKeep Christ in Christmasò (Promote 

the true spirit of Christmas in our homes, 
schools, parishes and communities.)  ñFamily 
Fully Aliveò (The Family Fully Alive month-
ly devotions are concrete ways that Knights 
can support the growth of holy and loving 
families in the Church.)  ñFamily 
Weekò (Help families place God and the 
Catholic faith at the center of their lives.) 
ñFamily Prayer Nightò (Strengthen the bonds 
within our parishes and build faith-filled fam-
ilies.)  ñGood Friday Family Promo-
tionò (Bring families into more robust prac-
tice and better understanding our Catholic 
faith and the Sacred Triduum.)  And 
ñConsecration to the Holy Fami-
lyò (Strengthen families and revitalize our 
parishes.) 
 
Brothers, let us not forget about the most 
honored family in history, the Holy Family 
and their first Christmas together.  What a 
glorious day that was!  A baby was born to 
Mary and Joseph and as the angel Gabriel in-
structed them, they named Him, Jesus! 
 
The angel Gabriel said to Mary, ñThe Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you.  There-
fore, the child to be born will be called holy, 
the Son of God.ò  Mary said, ñBehold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord, may it be done to 
me according to your word.ò (Gospel of 
Luke) And Gabriel spoke to Joseph one night, 
ñJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary your wife into your home.  For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her.  She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he 



tŀƭƳŜǧƻ YƴƛƎƘǘ C!aL[¸ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ м LǎǎǳŜ о

 tŀƎŜ мр {twLbD нлнр 

will save his people from their sins.ò (Gospel 
of Matthew) 
Remember what God had said through the 
prophet Isaiah, ñBehold, the virgin shall be 
with child and bear a son and they shall name 
him Emmanuel.ò  So, on December 28th./29th. 
2024, we celebrated The Holy Family of Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph. It is clear in the Gos-
pel, that this Family is observant and obedient 
to the law of Moses and the law of the Lord.  
This is an important characteristic of the Holy 
Family.  We, my Brother Knights, need to 
make this a priority for our very own families, 
day after day, week after week, month after 
month, year after year! 
 
Pope Francis says, ñThe Holy Family, though 
made up of saints and God incarnate, faced re-
al challenges and offers a model for navigating 
the ñdramaticò moments that test all families.ò  
Mary and Joseph, like parents of today, did not 
always understand Jesus when he was a tween
-ager/teenager.  Pope Francis encourages fami-
lies not to be surprised at all if you do not un-
derstand your children/teenagers, but to make 
a real effort to engage with them by talking 
things through.  Parents must listen to their 
children/teenagers, as well as the children/
teenagers listening to their parents and talk 
things through.  It is a good idea to ask Mary 
to help you to ñlistenò and ñunderstandò your 
teens and older childrenôs thoughts and prob-
lems.  We must pray to Mary for guidance in 
the gift of listening and communicating with 
our families.  Prayer can and does unite us to 
each other and to the Holy Family.  Just 
PRAY! 
 

So, my Brother Knights, family is important.  
It is what helps us to make sense of our some-
times challenging and chaotic world. While we 
all try to bring our children and grandchildren 
up in a loving, faith-filled, Catholic home set-
ting, we all will encounter some kind of prob-
lems.  Some of our children will stop attending 
Mass as they get older and consequentially, 
not bring their children up in the Catholic faith 
or even attend a church.  Others will be able to 
say their children and their families have 
maintained their Catholic faith and attend 
Mass regularly.  My wife and I can say we 
have been blessed because our two children, 
their spouses, and grandkids, all attend Mass 
regularly, they have their children enrolled in 
their respective Youth Faith Formation classes, 
and 5 of the 6 grands have received their First 
Holy Communion while the oldest grand will 
be confirmed in February and I am humbled to 
be his confirmation sponsor! 
 
So, my friends, use your Faith in Action book-
let and read in the Family section for the many 
activities you and your council can and should 
be participating in throughout the year.  We 
must promote and develop the family, espe-
cially good Catholic families! 
 
(If you are in need of family activities not 
listed in the booklet, email me and I will send 
you a list of 26 activities you or your council 
can do.) 
 
God is GoodéAll the Time! 
 
Deacon Bob Cox  
State Spiritual AdvisorШ 

{/ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ 

https://www.instagram.com/scknightsofcolumbus/
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Director of Evangeliza-

tion and Faith Formation 

Chris Ryder, PGK 

Brother Knights of South Carolina: 
 
Our theme for this quarterôs issue is 
ñFamily.ò  We all know that the statement 
that Knights use to describe our Order is a 
ñCatholic Family Fraternal Service Organiza-
tion.ò  We often say that Knights subscribe to 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism, 
traits that characterize the activities and 
events that we perform in service to our 
Church, community and our country.  Of 
course, the family is at the forefront of our 
service.   
 
At one time or another, every Knight is asked 
by someone, ñWho are the Knights of Co-
lumbus,ò and since our initiation into the Or-
der (whether the First Degree or the Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity exemplification), we were 
trained to respond, ñThe Knights of Colum-
bus is a Catholic, Family Fraternal Service 
Organization.ò  That phrase is stated on page 
one of the booklet, ñThese Men They Call 
Knights.ò  Weôve all been asked ñthe ques-
tionò and responded in kind. 
 
For many years, my previous Council in Mar-
yland worked several concession stands for 
Baltimore Ravens football games, and we 
were asked that question several times a 
game (even though most of our customers 
were season ticket holders who knew us not 
only as Knights, but by name).  We respond-
ed with the phrase that we were taught.  Until 
one game when I decided to change things up 
a little.  A young Baltimore City police of-
ficer who was new to the stadium ñClub Sec-

tion beat,ò came up to the counter, and when 
I began serving up his soda fountain bever-
age, he asked me, ñWho are the Knights of 
Columbus?ò At that moment, I was motivated 
to stray from the party line.  I answered, ñThe 
Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Family, 
Fraternal Organization in service to our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.ò   I suppose that I 
wanted to get the point across that while 
Knights focus on our families, we ultimately 
do what we do for the glory of God ï Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  All our charitable works 
that we perform in our Faith in Action pro-
grams ï Faith, Life, Community and FAMI-
LY ï are performed in the Holy Name of Je-
sus Christ.  (I am compelled to note that Jan-
uary is dedicated to Jesusôs Holy Name.) Our 
purpose as an Order is to support brother 
Knights to being better husbands, fathers, 
brothers and sons, anchoring our families in 
service to Christ, and ultimately bringing eve-
ry member of our family closer to Him. 
 
For several years, the Knights of Columbus 
produced a video series, Into the Breach, In-
spired by the ñApostolic Exhortation for 
Catholic Menò written by Bishop Thomas 
Olmsted, Bishop Emeritus of Phoenix. This 
video series which seeks to answer the ques-
tion of what it means to be a man and how to 
live as a man in today's world.  Each of these 
videos are relevant to the lives of Brother 
Knights, particularly the episodes of 
ñFatherhoodò and ñFamily.ò  Into the Breach 
is most recommend for viewing at Cor Gath-
erings along with small group discussions 
that are facilitated by an accompanying Study 
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Guide.  Of course, the videos and study guide 
are great for individual reflection as well.   
 
Last year, the Order complemented Into the 
Breach with a new series, The Mission of the 
Family, which is also accompanied by a 
Study Guide.  The guideôs introduction states, 
ñTodayôs society, which has attempted to cast 
off its Christian roots, has made living out this 
understanding of marriage more and more dif-
ficult. Family life stands out as a battleground 
in our time.ò  This series includes five videos 
that are not only excellent lessons for your 
Cor Gatherings, but for individual reflection 
as well, particular with husbands and wives 
together.  The best time to begin this series is 
during February, which is dedicated to the 
Holy Family. 
 
Our Church dedicates February to the Holy 
Family.  Take some time out this February to 
ñstep Into the Breach.ò  Take time to consider 
the ñbattle for the familyôs soul.ò Consider ac-
tions that Catholic men need to take fight this 
battle, not only within your own families but 
in the larger society.  With your Council 
brothers and the men in your Parish, discuss 
the importance of the fatherôs role with their 
children for their spiritual development.  Con-
sider how the marriage is Godôs design for a 
man and a woman and how our society at-
tacks the Church as ñnot keeping up with the 
timesò about children and contraception.   
 
Brother Knights, remember that Satan has a 
plan, and one part of that plan is that he wants 
to take down your family.  In order to accom-

plish that, he must go through you.   Use the 
media provided by our Order help you under-
stand what it means to step into the breach in 
a war with Satan for the souls of you and your 
family.  Take comfort that these men they call 
Knights, members of a Catholic Family Fra-
ternal Organization in service to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, are standing beside you in 
mutual support.  And when someone out in 
the community asks you about our Order, 
make sure that our focus is on families and 
Jesus.  Who said that evangelization is hard? 
 
The links below will help you find the Into 
the Breach videos and study guides to con-
firm that marriage and family life is a gift 
from God that can deepen our relationship 
with Him. 
 
 Into the Breach video series 
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-
breach.html 
 
Into the Breach ï Study Guide 
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/
cis340.pdf 
 
Into the Breach ï The Mission of the Family 
video series 
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-
breach.html 
 
Study Guide: Into the Breach: The Mission 
of the Family 
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-
action-programs/faith/into-the-breach/
mission%20of%20family-11556.pdf 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
мссу  aǎƎǊΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ YΦ Dǿȅƴƴ - мссу /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Імссу όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
рлус  CǊΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ aƻƴǘŜǎƛƴƻǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ірлус όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
фптр   /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ фптр - {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴϥǎ 9ŀǎǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ - IƻƳŜ όƪƻŦŎфптрΦƻǊƎύ  
ммффм  LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Іммффм όǳƪƴƛƎƘǘΦƻǊƎύ  
мнптн  YbLDI¢{ hC /h[¦a.¦{ Імнптн /I!w[9{¢hbΣ {/ - IƻƳŜ όōƭŜǎǎŜŘǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƪƴƛƎƘǘǎΦŎƻƳύ  

You can get your council website listed here too by sending a link for it to  
KofCSCPAO@Outlook.com! 

https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis340.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis340.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/into-the-breach/mission%20of%20family-11556.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/into-the-breach/mission%20of%20family-11556.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/into-the-breach/mission%20of%20family-11556.pdf
https://uknight.org/councilsite/?CNO=1668
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=5086
https://www.kofc9475.org/index.html
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=11991
https://www.blessedsacramentknights.com/
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