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“The Easter Season”
By Deacon Bob Cox
State Spiritual Advisor

Easter. We all know about Easter. However, do we
know anything about the Easter Season? Let us examine this
special season of the liturgical year.  But fi rst, let us learn 
of the origin of the word Easter. Then we will examine the
Eastertide.

The word “Easter” comes from Old English, meaning
simply the “East.” The sun which rises in the East, bringing
light, warmth, and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the
rising Jesus, who is the true light of the World. The Paschal
Candle used during the Easter Vigil is a central symbol of
this divine light, which is Jesus. It is kept near the ambo
throughout Eastertide and lit for all liturgical celebrations.

The Easter season is the most important of all litur-
gical times, which Catholics celebrate as Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead, culminating in HisAscension to the Father and
sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. The Octave of
Easter consists of the eight days that go from the fi rst Sunday 
to the second Sunday. It is a way of prolonging the joy of the
initial day.  There are fi fty days of Easter which go from the 
fi rst Sunday (Easter) all the way to Pentecost.  Easter Time 
is defi ned by the joy of glorifi ed life and the victory over 
death expressed most fully in the great resounding cry of the
Christian: ‘Alleluia! He is Risen!’

The Exsultet: The Proclamation of Easter “Be glad,
let earth be glad, as glory fl oods her, ablaze with light from 
her eternal King, let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing
an end to gloom and darkness.” (USCCB)
 Part of the fi fty days of Easter is the Second Sunday 
of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy). When mankind began
to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God,” and therefore,
to lose the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity

of human life. In 1931 Jesus appeared to Sister Faustina in
Poland. With the appearance to Sr. Faustina, Jesus expressed
His desire for a feast to celebrate His Mercy. The Feast of
Divine Mercy includes a public blessing and liturgical venera-
tion of His image with the inscription “Jesus, I trust in You.”
 During the fi fty-day Season of Easter, we also cel-
ebrate “The Ascension.” The Paschal Mystery culminates in
the Ascension of our Lord Jesus. After His appearance here
on earth in His Risen Body, and “after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles whom He had chosen
(Acts 1:2), Jesus “was lifted up and a cloud took him from
their sight.” (Acts 1:9) “Christ’s ascension marks the defi ni-
tive entrance of Jesus’humanity into God’s heavenly domain,
whence he will come again.” (Acts 1:11)
 Then on the fi ftieth day of Easter, we celebrate the 
day of Pentecost. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave Jesus’
disciples the strength to fulfi ll their command or duty to spread 
the Good News of Jesus. “After Pentecost, and receiving the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, they understood their mission to spread
the Good News of Jesus, and they had the courage to come
out of hiding and speak openly about who Jesus was and what
he had accomplished by his dying and hiding.” The Church
marks this day through a special liturgical celebration: “The
Solemnity of Pentecost, which crowns and fulfi lls the Easter 
Season, is a good time to pray for a deeper indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.” (USCCB)

So, let us remember, that the Easter Season this year
lasts from April 10, 2023, to May 28, 2023, and let us keep
celebrating Easter by celebrating these fi fty days with joy, 
love, salvation and His Mercy! Amen!
Peace, Deacon Bob Cox

SCHEDULE OF STATE WIDE EVENTS

April 2023
14-16 State Convention – Columbia, SC

May 2023
20 Fourth Degree Exemplification – Pawleys

Island, SC
July 2023

8 – Columbus Hope Drive Workshop
14-16 – DD Organizational Meeting/State Installations

August 2023
 12 – Fourth Degree Exemplifi cation – Charleston, SC
13 – Blessed Michael McGivney Mass – Charleston, SC
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

HOPE continued on page 4

Greetings Brother Knights,
As I write this, we have entered

into my favorite week of the year – Holy
Week! It reminds us, even more, of
the events in the life of our Lord that
leads to our salvation. As we read the
scriptures during this week, what a

difference we see between the crowds on Palm Sunday
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest”
and those a few days later shouting, “crucify him, crucify
him”, and “if he is the Son Of God, let him come down from
the cross and save himself.”

As I ponder on the scriptures this week, and try
to relate them to my life and the world around me, I’m
tempted to focus on theGood Friday mobs rather than the
Palm Sunday crowds. But I don’t think that is what Jesus
wants. I need to be one to share the story of the risen Lord
with everyone around; that we can’t get to the resurrec-
tion without going through Calvary; that Jesus died for
my sins, and by rising from the dead, opened the doors of
salvation for all of us.

This Holy Week got off to a great start for me. Judy
and I were able to share a meal and spend a few hours with
some dear Knight of Columbus friends. That afternoon,
we attended the Ceremonial Erection of the Blessed Pier
Giorgio Frassatiparish in the Carolina Forest area of Myrtle
Beach and the Installation of the founding Pastor, Rev.
Father David Nerbun. The Most Reverend Bishop Jacques
Fabre-Jeune celebrated the Mass assisted by Father Ner-
bun and Deacon Jim Hinnerschitz, along with the other
Pastors from the Deanery. What a great celebration it was!
So many members of Father Nerbun’s family were there
along with hundreds of parishioners and well-wishers.

Mass at the parish is celebrated in the hallway of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton High School so I can’t imagine the
planning and challenges that had to be overcome to make
this event successful. But a success it was, and it was ob-
vious that a team-effort was present and all parishioners
worked many hours to ensure it would be a celebration
to be remembered. Thank you for allowing me to share
in your celebration and experience a community united
in faith and fellowship!

Talking about getting off to a great start, how about
a great �inish?  Did you know that because of your efforts, 
we added 74 new members during March? Wow! That
is fantastic! Our previous high was 67 in November, and
the most we brought in during a single month in the last
fraternal year was 60. You guys rock! Supreme wants to

know what is in the water in South Carolina. The answer is
easy. We have committed District Deputies, Grand Knights,
and members who love what they’ve found in the Knights
of Columbus and want to share it with other like-minded
Catholic men. Keep sharing the faith Brother Knights!

Our 102nd State Convention will be taking place right
around the time this is published. From the registrations,
it looks like it is going to be a great success. Next month in
this newsletter, we will be sharing some of the highlights
of the convention, including the results of the election of
State Of�icers and delegates to the Supreme Convention, 
and a list of award winners. Stay tuned!
Finally, I want to encourage every Knight to participate in
Supreme’s “Membership Satisfaction Survey” that is cur-
rently taking place from March 30th – April 30th. Fifteen
minutes of your time can make a world of difference. This
study will provide you with the opportunity to re�lect on 
your own experience with the Knights of Columbus. Su-
preme wants to know how membership in the Order aligns
to a member’s personal spiritual and �inancial journey.
Supreme continues to demonstrate they are very respon-
sive to the needs of the members. Many of the changes
over the past couple of years, such as guidelines for council
meetings, opening exempli�ications to family and friends, 
fraternal bene�it events, and the af�iliate membership 
program, have come about as a result of surveying the
membership. Don’t pass up this opportunity to let your
voice be heard!
In closing, let us keep in mind the words of St Augustine,
“we are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song”.
He is Risen!
Vivat Jesu!

Columbus HOPE
Mike Allen, PSD, FDM

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what
we give”.
Winston Churchill

The 10 Steps to a Successful Fundraising Event by Joe
Garecht
Abridged from the Columbushope.org website.
Fundraising events are a popular way to raise funds. To help
you ensure that your fundraising event is a winner, here are
ten major components that you must incorporate into your
event plan:
1. Purpose: Before doing anything else, you must decide what
the purpose of your event is. Is this truly a fundraising event?
Or does it have other goals? Perhaps your organization may
be hoping to raise money at the event, but the main function
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Patriot’s Corner
Daniel Barton, PSD
Master, South Carolina District, DeSoto
Province

FAITH, FAMILY & FINANCIAL SECURITY

Our Agency Web Site
http://kofcsc.org/The-Boni-Agency--Faith-Family-
and-Financial-Security

A Career Unlike Any Other
Career Testimonials

Pax Domini Sit Semper Vobiscum

Brothers,
I hope this edition of the Palmetto Bulletin
fi nds you and your family well.
On behalf of the District Staff , we wish you and yours a very 
Happy Easter. The Easter season (Eastertide) is the second-
longest liturgical season. Eastertide is a festive liturgical sea-
son lasting 50 days, culminating with the Feast of Pentecost.
Our 90th South Carolina Exemplifi cation will be held on 
Saturday, May 20, 2023, at Precious Blood of Christ Catholic
Church in Pawleys Island, SC. One might ask why I need to
join another organization, I’m already involved within my
council. The answer is simple, the Fourth Degree “helps
Knights to put their faith, and their love of country into
action.” Recently, we have seen the news, and once again,
some have questioned our common Catholic Faith. It is time
that we stand fi rm and, as one, be Religiously Devoted, Pa-
triotically Proud. We are proud of our devotion to God and
country; we believe in standing up for both as a joy-fi lled 
duty. Whether in public or private, Sir Knights remind the
world that Catholics support their nations and are among the
most loyal citizens. For those not yet a Sir Knight, we ask
that you prayerfully consider becoming a Sir Knight and join
us as we step into the breach.
At the State Convention, we recognized some of our District
Award winners, while others will be presented at the upcom-
ing exemplifi cation or at the Installation of Offi  cers for the 
respective Assembly. The District Award winners presented
at the convention are the: “To Be A Patriot” Award, Grand
Strand Assembly 2107 (Garden City); Msgr John L. Man-
ning CatholicityAward, Bernadette Traglia (Assembly 1073,
Greenville); and, Former Master Arthur E. Anderson Sir
Knight of the Year, Jim Roche (Assembly 1071, Charleston).
If your Assembly has not yet submitted the date for your
Install of Offi  cers for the 2023-24 Fraternal Year, we ask 
that you do so by May 1, 2023. The District Master will
conduct the installation, or he shall appoint a duly qualifi ed 
representative to conduct the ceremony if unavailable. Please
note that no Installation of Offi  cers will be authorized on the 
following dates: June 9th (Presbyteral Ordination of Deacon
Paul Lacombe) and July 14th-15th (SC State Council DD
Organization Meeting & Installation of Offi  cers).
Lastly, I ask that we keep Former Masters Ronald G. Povero
(1998-2002) and Joseph F. Gubeli Jr (2010-2012) in your
prayers. In addition, please pray for George Young, District
Secretary Peter La Pierre, and his wife, Cecilia.
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HOPE continued from page 3 happy… you’re probably going to be asking them for another
donation sometime down the road. Thank you for all you do!

Mike Allen, PSD, FDM
President CHF

of the event is to gain publicity or reach out to a new network.
Many charitable events have more than one goal.
2. Fundraising Goal: In conjunction with the event host
committee, organization staff , and key fundraisers, you must 
decide what amount of money you plan to raise at the event.
3. Budget: Every fundraising event plan should contain a
complete budget listing all the expenses that will be required
to hold the event. Your budget should include invitations,
space rental, catering, entertainment, transportation, security,
utilities, and anything else that will be required to make the
event a success. Be sure to leave a little extra room in your
budget for unforeseen costs.
4. Leadership: As part of your fundraising eff orts, your event 
will most likely have a “host committee” and a “host commit-
tee chairperson.” These people are responsible for contributing
substantial amounts to the event and encouraging others to
do the same. The host committee and chairpersons are not
responsible for running the event but are integral to ensuring
that you reach your fundraising goals.
5. TargetAudience: Who is the target audience for your event?
Is this a general fundraiser where everyone will be invited?
Or is this event geared towards a specifi c group like business-
people, parents, or young professionals? In short, you must
decide whom you will invite to your event.
6. Set – Up: Your event staff  should plan the event set-up well 
in advance. The set-up includes all the particulars of the actual
event: Where will it be? Will food be served? Will there be
entertainment? What kind of dress will be required? What is
the itinerary for the event?
7. Marketing: Just like a new product, your event needs to
be aggressively marketed to your target audience. You need
to convince your supporters that your organization and event
are worthy of their time and money.
8. Sales: Once you market your event, there must be a proce-
dure in place for making the actual ticket sales or accepting
donations for the event. You must decide whether there will
be diff erent contribution levels for the event (such as a fl at 
ticket charge, an extra charge to be invited to a V.I.P. reception
in addition to the event, etc.). You must decide who will sell
the tickets, how they will be shipped or delivered, and who
will be responsible for organizing the incoming information.
9. Practice: While you probably won’t need a full run-through
of your event, it is essential that everyone who is working on
the event know, ahead of time, what their responsibilities are.
10. Thank – You: One of the most oft heard complaints from
contributors to charitable fundraising events is, “They never
even said ‘thank-you.’” Ditto for your event volunteers. Make
sure that the organization takes the time to send thank-you
notes to everyone who is involved in your event, including
contributors, volunteers, staff , and vendors. Keep your donors 

2022-2023 Fraternal Year Award
Winners

The following awards were presented at the Michael W. Tele-
sco Awards Session at the 2023 State Convention in Columbia
on April 16th.

Best Council – St. Michael Council 8980 GK Dennis R.
McAloon
Golden Knight of the Year – SK Daniel E. Barton, PSD, DM
St. Finbar Council 17760
Knight of the Year – SK Michael J. Hibbs, Corpus Christi
Council 11325
Rookie of the Year – Jason Z. Walsh, St. Michael Council 8980
Family of the Year – Wagner Family, Transfi guration Council 
13713
Youth of the Year – Elana Ramis, Corpus Christi Council
11325
Faith Program – “Christian Faith Lectures”, Msgr. Andrew
K. Gwynn Council 1668, GK Ken O’Malley
Family Program – “Food for Families”, NJL Council 15960,
GK Kenneth J. Rysavy
Community Program – “Coats for Kids/Clothes for Kids
Fundraiser”, Our Lady of Grace Council 14765, GK Lou A.
Gustaferro
Life Program – “Pregnancy Center Support”, Msgr. Richard
C. Madden Council 6629, GK Christopher J. Mongone

2023 State Convention Held in
Columbia

The following Offi  cers were elected for the 2023-2024 fra-
ternal year:
State Deputy  Jeff  Crouch, Council 1668
State Secretary Scott Friedman, Council 6726
State Treasurer Ed Wilcox, Council 7062
State Advocate Rick Swain, Council 11325
State Warden Lupe Jimenez, Council 7289

Winners of the State Charity Raffl  e were drawn. They are 
listed below:

First Place Mike Paitzel, Council 7531
Second Place Julie Wagener, Council 11991
Third Place Marla Etter, Council 14475
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy ..................................................Daniel Barton, PSD ...................................... 843-367-1871
State Secretary ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ........................................................................Tim Kenney ................................................ 540-746-8924
State Warden ...........................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
District Master ........................................................................Daniel Barton, PSD..............................................843-367-1871
Vice Supreme Master ..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713) .........................................Melton E. Cannon......................................... 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892, 17824) ...................Thomas W. O’Donnell, Sr............................. 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062) .....................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox ......................................... 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Donald E. Thurlow, Jr................................... 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223).......................Richard Swain, PhD .................................... 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 13112) ........................................William H. Larkiin........................................ 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760) .................................Paul F. Setti, Jr. ............................................. 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Raymond J. Howard ..................................... 716-982-2965
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Vacant
District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991) ............................................Jay Scott Friedman ....................................... 443-243-2260
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12995) ...................................William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765)..........................................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
District 17 (10819, 12274, 15519, 15960)..............................James O. Alford ............................................ 864-595-0640
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472)............................................Joseph G. Nesbitt .......................................... 843-297-9873
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Vacant
Program Director ..............................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
ommunity Director............................................................................Ronald A Searl ....................................................... 864-915-0070
Family Director.................................................................................Thomas A. Holahan ............................................... 864-314-4444
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Michael A. Boncoddo ............................................ 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Michael P. Cousino ................................................ 843-507-1007
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tim Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Larry Papineau....................................................... 843-696-2165
Life Director......................................................................................Brian C. Greene ..................................................... 516-443-0625
Spiriual Director................................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Faith Director ....................................................................................Paul Pimental ......................................................... 864-423-6977
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ...........................................803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Guadalupe R. Jimenez ........................................... 843-338-9632
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Vacant
Newsletter/Bulletin Editor ................................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Vacant
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman..............................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Reulito P. Gonzalez................................................ 843-812-2974
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Vacant
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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