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“Share Christmas”
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and families! Christmas is
almost here! Excitement reigns supreme in most households,
especially where there are little ones! Share your Christmas
with your loved ones, your friends, your neighbors, your
parish family! Just remember what this Season is all about.
Pope Francis says this about Christmas, “Bethlehem: the name
means house of bread. Bethlehem is the turning point that
alters the course of history. Then God, in the house of bread,
is born in a manger. It is as if he wanted to say: ‘Here I am,
as your food! He does not take but gives us to eat; he does
not give us a mere thing, but his very self. In Bethlehem, we
discover that God does not take life, but gives it. Standing
before the manger, we understand that the food of life is not
material riches but love, not gluttony but charity, not ostenta-
tion but simplicity. At Christmas, we on earth receive Jesus,
the bread from heaven. It is a bread that never grows stale
but enables us even now to have a foretaste of eternal life.”
What a great Christmas message! Another thought is that
Christmas is the time to share our faith, to wish everyone a
joyful, peaceful, hopeful, and a loving Merry Christmas! That
has been the theme for Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love!
So, today we need to stop and refl ect on how the Christ child 
entered the human community, a small, helpless child in a
dark night, bringing light that we long to experience again and
again. The small body of the Child of Bethlehem introduces
us to a new way to live our lives, by sharing and giving.
My friends, gift giving at Christmas is a wonderful thing!
Being with family at Christmas is a wonderful thing! Sharing
laughter, love, and the Spirit of Christmas with family and
friends is a wonderful thing! Sharing yourself, being a good

steward, helping at a homeless shelter, a soup kitchen, or just
being a friend, a listening person to someone who is lonely, or
visiting lonely senior citizens, is a wonderful thing! If you can
do this type of sharing, you have the Christmas Spirit in you!
Wishing you a blessed Christmas and therefore I say MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
Deacon Bob and Sue Cox
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

Happy Advent Brother Knights,
“God Bless us Every One.” These are
the words of Tiny Tim and how Charles
Dickens ends his classic, A Christmas
Carol. Thankfully there aren’t any Eb-
enezer Scrooges amongst us, and we

are quick to wish everyone we meet a “Merry Christmas”
rather than a “Happy Holidays” or even worse, “Bah!
Humbug!” We don’t have to be visited by ghosts of Christ-
mas past, present, or future to know the true meaning of
Christmas – and that is to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Advent gives us that time to wait and prepare for His com-
ing, and this year we have four full weeks to do so. My
hope is that we will take at least some time for ourselves
this advent, to sit and re�lect on how truly blessed we re-
ally are. Yes, we will be busy with shopping, decorating,
baking and cooking, planning, etc. And, while these are all
important and, I dare say, necessary, it is also necessary
to prepare our hearts to celebrate the Birth of the child
Jesus. Spending only a few hours each week can make a
world of difference.
Brothers, I know I talked about this in my November
article, but it is so important that I am once again remind-
ing everyone of South Carolina’s annual Proudly Pro-Life
Weekend taking place January 6-7, 2023 in Columbia. The
march will be led by the Fourth Degree of the Knights of
Columbus, and I hope you will join me and all the other
State Of�icers to march for those who cannot stand for 
themselves. I would dearly love to see every one of our
councils represented. The National Right to Life March
will be held January 20,2023 and I hope many of you will
join Judy and I in our Nations Capital to spread the mes-
sage of life.
In case you haven’t heard, the Af�iliate Membership 
Initiative opportunity will be available in January 2023.
Hopefully all Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries
attended the December 7th webinar and are prepared to
take advantage of this if needed. If you were unable to
attend, I strongly encourage you to go online and view
it as it provided all the program details. The window of
opportunity closes on January 31, 2023.
Brother Knights, I thank you from the bottom of my heart
for your dedicated and sel�less service over the past year 
and for the outstanding success we’ve been able to achieve.
You are keeping the vision of our founder, Blessed Michael
McGivney alive just by doing the things you do. It is an

honor and privilege to serve as State Deputy and on behalf
of Judy and myself I wish you and your families a very
Blessed and Merry Christmas.
Vivat Jesu!
Paul

Passing of Brother Donald
Bellefueil

I have just been notifi ed of the passing of Brother Don Belle-
fueil this past Saturday. I have included a link to his obituary.
Brother Donald was a FDD (District 12), PGK and FFS of
#5194 and PFN (#1574). Don had been Council 5194’s Co-
lumbus Hope Chairman for years (back in the early 2000’s).
Please Include his family in your prayers.
https://www.stoudenmiredowling.com/obituary/donald-
bellefeuil

May his soul and the souls of all our faithful departed rest
in peace!

Fraternally,
Paul



The Palmetto State Bulletin 3 December 2022

Patriot’s Corner

Daniel Barton, PSD
Master, South Carolina District, DeSoto
Province

Brothers

This past weekend, we celebrated Gaudete Sunday. The In-
troit for the Mass begins with “Gaudete in Domino Semper:
interun dico, Gaudete.” which means “Rejoice in the Lord
always: again I say, rejoice.” Pope Benedict stated in his
Sunday Angelus in 2007, "some people ask: but is this joy
still possible today?" He pointed to the saints for the key to
unlocking Christian Joy. In particular, he pointed out the
witness of St. Teresa of Calcutta, who gave God's smile to
the weak, the poor, and the dying daily.

This Joy can be seen by those we feed as Assembly 3149 did
for the soldiers at the Fort Mill Armory, knights who will as-
sist in soup kitchens on Christmas, and the Sir Knights who
will place Christmas Wreaths on the graves of our deceased
military this month. "God abides in those who love like this,
and their souls rejoice."

In the Christmas Classic, It's a Wonderful Life, George Bailey
would always help those in need no matter who they were
and thought everyone should be treated equally. Although
he was a fi ctional character, we should all emulate his core 
beliefs. If we call ourselves Knights, we must recall the fi rst 
lesson of our Order, Charity.

As a reminder, the 89th South Carolina Exemplifi cation 
will be on February 18, 2023, and we encourage you to start
promoting attendance now. Additionally, all knights should
plan to attend South Carolina Citizens for Life March. The
March is on Saturday, January 7, 2023, in Columbia, SC. The
Fourth Degree will lead the March from the USC Russell
House to the State Capital. The March steps off  at 11:30 AM. 

May God bless all of us as we continue this Advent season.
I wish you and yours a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Fraternally Yours,
Daniel

FAITH, FAMILY & FINANCIAL SECURITY

Our Agency Web Site
http://kofcsc.org/The-Boni-Agency--Faith-Family-
and-Financial-Security

A Career Unlike Any Other

Career Testimonials
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Columbus Hope
every infi rm person is “the child” whom Joseph continues 
to protect.
Pope Francis - Patris Corde, Sec� on 5: A crea� vely 
Courageous Father

Members of the Knights of Columbus in South Carolina do
a great deal to assist people with intellectual disabilities. As
your council works to improve the quality of life for people
with intellectual disabilities, please remember that your ev-
eryday speech, council bulletins, committee reports, posters,
and fl yers should be accurate and considerate when referring 
to people with disabilities.
DO talk or write about people with intellectual disabilities
(do NOT use other terms to describe them).
DO treat adults with intellectual disabilities as adults (NOT
as children).
Use positive language. MOST IMPORTANTLY, speak or
write about these individuals with the respect all human beings
deserve. Keep in mind that how you refer to people can have
a great impact on the way others perceive them.

The Supreme Council has asked us to remind councils that
the Knights of Columbus has no offi  cial tie to Tootsie Rolls or 
their manufacturer. In fact, many councils participate in this
same fundraising drive, but distribute other items. References
to this program should highlight the good the money does,
not advertise a candy. For these reasons, it is strongly recom-
mended that this project be promoted as the “Campaign for
People with Intellectual Disabilities” or “Columbus HOPE
fund drive” rather than the “Tootsie Roll Drive.”
Knights are the special type of people who change lives, lift
people up, and make the world a better place. Thank you for
all you do for our communities and your association with
Columbus HOPE.
Have a Wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Mike Allen, PSD, FDM
President CHF

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:
Protocol
Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council: Protocol By defi nition, protocol is a system 
of rules that explain the correct conduct and procedures to be
followed in formal situations. We can add further that it covers
anything that is proper and in good taste. While it’s Impos-
sible to cite every rule governing all situations, by applying
formal courtesy you will never go wrong in those situations
not covered in the Protocol booklet. We should always display
proper consideration for the offi  ce represented by the person. 
In no way should we let dislike for a person infl uence our 
respect for the offi  ce he holds.
Councils and Assembly Meetings

The Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator must con-
duct their meetings in accordance with the Charter,
Constitution and Laws of the Knights of Columbus,
supplemented by your Councils or Assembly’s by-
laws and according to parliamentary procedure.
The standard reference on the subject of procedure
is Robert’s Rules of Order. The order of business
for conducting a Council or Assembly meeting
is outlined in The Method of Conducting Council
Meetings (#10318) and The Method of Conducting
Assembly Meetings(#10325), both available from
“knightsgear.com.” Presiding offi  cers should control 
all meetings so that they follow the set agenda by
limiting any sidebar discussion. When a member
wishes to speak, he does so by rising from his
seat, addressing the chair by saying “Worthy Grand
Knight” or Worthy Faithful Navigator” and renders
the salute. (Representing the tree of the Cross,
the member makes a vertical motion, with his arm
and vertically opened hand, from top to bottom).
The presiding offi  cer recognizes the speaker by 
announcing his name and rendering the salute in
return. (Representing the arms of the Cross, the
presiding offi  cer makes a horizontal motion, with 
his arm and horizontally open hand, from left to
right). The presiding offi  cer should at all times refer 
to and address the offi  ces by their proper title. He 
is thus setting a good example for all members to
follow. All members who are not offi  cers should be 
recognized by name as “Brother ________” or “Sir

Knight ________”All questions or comments must
be directed to the chair (the presiding offi  cer), for 
example: “Worthy Grand Knight or Worthy Faith-
ful Navigator may I ask the previous speaker to
explain…..” The presiding offi  cer always speaks in 
the third person such as “The chair rules that …” or
Your Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator reports that
...... Members should speak of the chair in the third
person: “Worthy Grand Knight or Worthy Faithful
Navigator will the chair please explain the eff ect of 
the pending motion?”
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy ..................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ........................................................................Tim Kenney ................................................ 540-746-8924
State Warden ...........................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD.........................................803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master ..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713) .........................................Melton E. Cannon......................................... 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892, 17824) ...................Thomas W. O’Donnell, Sr............................. 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062) .....................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox ......................................... 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Donald E. Thurlow, Jr................................... 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223).......................Richard Swain, PhD .................................... 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 13112) ........................................William H. Larkiin........................................ 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760) .................................Paul F. Setti, Jr. ............................................. 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Raymond J. Howard ..................................... 716-982-2965
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Vacant
District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991) ............................................Jay Scott Friedman ....................................... 443-243-2260
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12995) ...................................William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765)..........................................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
District 17 (10819, 12274, 15519, 15960)..............................James O. Alford ............................................ 864-595-0640
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472)............................................Joseph G. Nesbitt .......................................... 843-297-9873



The Palmetto State Bulletin 6 December 2022

STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Vacant
Program Director ..............................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
ommunity Director............................................................................Ronald A Searl ....................................................... 864-915-0070
Family Director.................................................................................Thomas A. Holahan ............................................... 864-314-4444
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Michael A. Boncoddo ............................................ 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Michael P. Cousino ................................................ 843-507-1007
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tim Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Larry Papineau....................................................... 843-696-2165
Life Director......................................................................................Brian C. Greene ..................................................... 516-443-0625
Spiriual Director................................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Faith Director ....................................................................................Paul Pimental ......................................................... 864-423-6977
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ...........................................803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Guadalupe R. Jimenez ........................................... 843-338-9632
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Vacant
Newsletter/Bulletin Editor ................................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Vacant
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman..............................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Reulito P. Gonzalez................................................ 843-812-2974
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Vacant
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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