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“November, a Month of
Thanksgiving!”
By Deacon Bob Cox…State Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and families, and Happy
November! My friends, from now through Christmas, we
begin a very busy and holy season, and it will not slow down
anytime soon!
On this past October 31st., we celebrated “All Hallow Eve”,
then on November 1st. we celebrated “All Saints’Day” (a Holy
Day of Obligation), and on November 2nd. we celebrated “All
Souls’ Day”, then on November 8th. it was election day and
on November 11th. we celebrated “Veteran’s Day.”
We celebrate on Sunday, November 20th. a very special day,
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Uni-
verse…on the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church
celebrates Christ the King. Pope Pius XI instituted this feast
in 1925 with his encyclical Quas primas (“in the fi rst”) to 
respond to growing secularism and atheism. He recognized
that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law” out
of public life would result in continuing discord among people
and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while govern-
ments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever. (USCCB)
Then we celebrate “Thanksgiving Day” (federal holiday) on
November 24th. and we begin the Advent Season on Sunday,
November 27th. That, my friends, is November in a nutshell!
And November is the time to give thanks. We need to give
thanks to God for life, for your life, for your families life,
for me it is my life and vocation, for my families life, for
the doctors and nurses that give us care in the hospital, for
our police and fi refi ghters and Emergency Personnel, for our 
Bishop, Priests, Deacons, Nuns, Brothers and all religious,

and for the eff orts of the Knights to promote ‘life’ by install-
ing ultra-sound machines in certifi ed clinics, for the women 
who have used the ultra-sound machine and decided to keep
their babies.
Let us give thanks for our country, for our Catholic faith, for
the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she would give
birth to a Son, and for Mary in accepting the Good News from
Gabriel! Special thanks to Mary as she gave the re-birth of
light, so that this Light could take away the darkness of sin
and be our Salvation and therefore, our Savior! Let us thank
God because of His Grace and Power, that He preserved Mary
from original sin so that she could give birth to a Son, our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
We need to be thankful for our military personnel, living and
deceased. Thankful for their commitment to our country and
for protecting our freedoms and liberties in time of war. May
God always bless them!
Let us always remember that special day that we celebrate on
the fourth Thursday of November, our annual national holiday,
Thanksgiving Day, that is characterized by religious obser-
vances, football games, and a traditional meal with turkey and
dressing, etc. that is quite often shared as a family gathering.
And fi nally, let us give thanks to God for hearing our prayers 
and answering them. For me, it is being thankful that God
heard my family’s prayers and let me serve at my brother
James’ Funeral Mass as the Deacon, up in Michigan this past
May. God also heard our prayers by giving us a miracle as
He saved our granddaughter’s life by blessing her with a very
skilled pediatric cardiologist surgeon that, with God guiding



The Palmetto State Bulletin 2 November 2022

Greetings Brother Knights,
It’s hard to believe that we are quick-
ly approaching the end of another
calendar year. It doesn’t seem that
long ago that we were welcoming
in 2022 and yet, in just a few short
days we will be celebrating Thanks-
giving. Hopefully we will have the

opportunity to gather with family and friends to
celebrate with those we love and re�lect on all the 
blessings in our lives.
Changing the subject now, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to promote some of the events and activities
that will be taking place over the coming months.
Our State Soccer Challenge will be held on Saturday,
November 19th at Ridge View High School located at
4801 Hard Scrabble Rd in Columbia. Registration will
take place at 8:30 AM and the event will commence
at 9:00 AM.
In an earlier article, I talked about the new Father
McGivney Award and Medal. Each council is eli-
gible to nominate their chaplain for this prestigious
award and the nomination form was distributed to
every Grand Knight and is also available under the
“Resources” tab on our state website, www.kofcsc.
org. One Chaplain will be selected from the entries
received from the councils and will be honored dur-
ing our State Convention; and, will be submitted to
Supreme as the jurisdiction’s nominee. As a reminder,
nomination packages must be received by the State
Deputy (pburchell68@gmail.com) no later than De-
cember 1, 2022.
South Carolina’s annual Proudly Pro-Life Weekend
will be held January 6-7, 2023 in Columbia. The
theme this year is “Rebuilding the Culture of Life” and
is something we all need to be committed to. Details
concerning the weekend are available by visiting
www.sclife.org. Once again this year, the march will
be led by the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Co-
lumbus and I hope you will join me and all the other
State Of�icers to march for those who cannot stand 
for themselves. As I did last year, I challenge every
council in the state to be represented with a minimum
of 10 individuals (Knights and family members).

The National Right to Life March will be held Janu-
ary 20,2023 and I hope many councils are planning
to be represented there as well. As our Supreme
Knight and Supreme Chaplain have told us on many
occasions, our voice is needed now more than ever.
There are legislative battles in Congress, as well as
Executive Orders from the President, to codify Roe
into Federal law. Our work is not done and our voices
must be heard. Please take a few minutes and view
our Supreme Knight’s message concerning the Na-
tional Right to Life March.h� ps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bTGhYhvmn34
On February 4, 2023 we will host our Grand Knight
Midyear Meeting at St. John Neumann School in Co-
lumbia. Details will be forthcoming.
The State Free Throw Championship is scheduled for
March 11, 2023 at Cardinal Newman High School in
Columbia
Our 102nd State Convention will take place April
14-16, 2023 at the Embassy Suites Greystone in
Columbia.
Brother Knights, I started out this article talking about
giving thanks for the many blessings in our lives. I
want to conclude it in the same way. I am so thankful
for my own family and for my Knights of Columbus
family as well: for my fellow State Of�icers, our Chap-
lains and Pastors, our District Deputies, Directors,
Chairmen, Grand Knights, District Master, our General
Agent and his Field Agents, and all the other 10,329
Knights in the state, including the 204 that have come
on board since the beginning of this fraternal year.
By the time this is published I will be on my way to
attend the State Deputy Midyear Meeting in Orlando.
Believe me when I say that it is an honor and privi-
lege to represent all of you and I am humbled by the
opportunity. Thank you Brother Knights and Happy
Thanksgiving!
Vivat Jesu!
Paul

his hands, performed a life saving operation on her little 5-day
old heart. Thank you Jesus! She is as normal as any other
four-year-old (in the 91st percentile for height!)! And I thank
God every night for His gift to us! Of course, God does not
always answer our prayers as we would like, it is as He likes
and when He likes. God has His Plan. But we still need to
pray to God and to give thanks to God! For everything!

November continued from page 1
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Patriot’s Corner

Daniel Barton, PSD
Master, South Carolina District, DeSoto
Province

Brothers,

The midterm elections are over. No matter whomever you
voted for, it is time for all of us to unite as one. Martin Luther
King Jr. stated, “we must learn to live together as brothers
or perish together as fools.” As a Knight of Columbus and,
more importantly, as Catholic American Citizens, we must
continue to pray for our nation’s leaders and all civil authori-
ties. Through our prayers, the most hardened heart can come
to respect the rights of all peoples, especially the weak, the
elderly, and the innocent unborn.

In other news, the Supreme Board of Directors has approved
new service baldrics that will be in the matching color of the
ranking fl ash/backer on his beret when in the Color Corps Of-
fi cial Regalia Dress. The colors are designated as follows: Su-
preme Master & Former Supreme Masters - Dark Blue; Vice
Supreme Masters & Former Vice Supreme Masters - Light
Blue; District Master & Former District Masters - Gold, Faith-
ful Navigator & Past Faithful Navigators - White; Marshals
- Green; Color Corps Commander - Purple; and Members (no
rank) - current service baldric trimmed with national colors.

The English Company will notify us when they’re ready to
take orders. The cost will be comparable to the KofC Service
Baldric. The social baldric will remain part of a Fourth Degree
Sir Knight attire when not in the offi  cial uniform (Offi  cial 
Regalia Dress - Member).

Eight of the thirty Assemblies within the state had candidates
for the 88th Exemplifi cation held in Fort Mill, SC. Therefore, 
I am pleased to announce the addition of twenty-nine new Sir
Knights to the Fourth Degree of our Order. The South Carolina
Degree Staff , led by Sir Knight Ronald Stanley, did an out-
standing job. The Class Honoree is the Very Reverend Fabio
Refosco, CO, VF, and we raised more than $600.00 for the
Knights of Columbus Father McGivney Military Chaplains
scholarship program.

The 89th South Carolina Exemplifi cation will be on February 
18, 2023, and we encourage you to start promoting attendance
now. Additionally, please start promoting the annual South
Carolina Citizens for Life March. The March is on Saturday,
January 7, 2023, in Columbia, SC. The Fourth Degree will
lead the March from the USC Russell House to the State

Capital. The March steps off  at 11:30 AM. 

May our founder and brother, the Blessed Michael McGivney,
pray for us!

Fraternally Yours,
Daniel
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:
Jewels of Offi  ce
Offi  cial Jewels of Offi  ce are available from knightsgear.com.  
All council and assembly offi  cers should wear their current 
jewel of offi  ce at all meetings and offi  cial functions of the 
Order.  At council functions and socials, it is proper and fi tting 
that Third and Fourth degree offi  cers wear their jewel of offi  ce.
When a Fourth Degree member attends an offi  cial function 
of the Order where Fourth Degree dress is requested, he may
wear the jewel of his current offi  ce around his neck, be it an 
assembly or council jewel, together with the social baldric.
Miniature Past and Former Jewels
A Past State Deputy, Former Supreme Director, Former Vice
Supreme Master, Former District Master, Former District
Deputy, Past Grand Knight or Past Faithful Navigator are
authorized the miniature jewel of these previously held offi  ces 
above the left breast pocket of his jacket.
The miniature jewels are to be worn so that the bottom of the
jewel is just above the name badge when in the pocket. The
miniature jewel is not to be worn on the jacket lapel.
The miniature jewels were approved by the board of directors
on April 19, 1993 to allow those who have served the Knights
of Columbus in a position of authority to wear the jewel that
acknowledges their contribution, while at the same time giv-
ing due and proper respect to the current offi  cers.  The jewel 
representing the highest ranking offi  ce is positioned nearest 
the heart of the wearer. Any neck jewel from any source for
Past State Deputy, Former District Deputy, Past Grand Knight,
Past Faithful Navigator, Color Corps Commander or Color
Corps is not authorized. Members entitled to wear more than
one miniature jewel should purchase and utilize the ribbon
bars available from knightsgear.com.
The priority of the past and former miniature jewels from
highest to lowest:
Former Supreme Director
Past State Deputy
Former Vice Supreme Master
Former District Master
Former District Deputy
Past Grand Knight
Past Faithful Navigator
Orders of Papal Knighthood are permitted for wear due to their
religious nature and the Order’s solidarity with the Church.
Papal medals permitted include but are not limited to Knight
of the Holy Sepulcher, Knight of St. Gregory and Knight of
St. Stephen.
Military medals, diocesan medals or awards, state council

medals or medals of any other group, society or association
are not permitted on Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree
member or color corps regalia attire, unless expressly permit-
ted in the Charter Constitution and By-Laws and the Laws of
the Fourth Degree.
Past and former miniature jewels are available from
“KNIGHTSGEAR.COM”.

Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Thank you note from the Pastor and Picture
of  KofC Council 16903 donated fl agpoles.
Dear Friends,
Many thanks to the Knights of Columbus for the new fl ag 
poles and fl ags located on the island in front of the Parish Of-
fi ce. The Knights donated two thirty foot fl ag poles with lock 
boxes plus installation, one 5’X8’ Papal Flag, one 5’X8’ US
fl ag, and 100 8”X12” US Flags for the cemetery plus instal-
lation. They look fantastic!
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CHF Goal

$3,487.50

$3,562.50

$4,125.00

$3,787.50

$1,987.50

$5,662.50

$4,537.50

$4,912.50

$3,525.00

$4,462.50

$3,262.50

$6,562.50

$2,775.00

$5,625.00

$5,812.50

$5,587.50

$1,837.50

$3,150.00

$487.50

$2,662.50

$7,275.00

$3,300.00

$2,175.00

$4,500.00

$1,537.50

$2,475.00

$3,487.50

$1,050.00

$787.50

$1,537.50

Columbus HOPE Foundation
Brothers,

The Columbus HOPE goals have been calculated and are as
follows: If you have any questions, please call, or email me.
Thank you for your continued support for our intellectually
disabled citizens.

Mike Allen, PSD, FDM
803-397-7803
President@columbushope.org
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy ......................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain....................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy.............................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ...................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ...................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ...................................................Tim Kenney ................................................ 540-746-8924
State Warden......................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
District Master ...................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD.........................................803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master ........................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent ...................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD .................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263)........Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713)....................Melton E. Cannon......................................... 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892, 17824)................................................. Thomas W. O’Donnell, Sr.
413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062)................................Sherrill E. Wilcox ......................................... 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910)...........Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576)......................Donald E. Thurlow, Jr................................... 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) ...Richard Swain, PhD .................................... 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 13112) ...................William H. Larkiin........................................ 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760)............Paul F. Setti, Jr. ............................................. 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ..........Raymond J. Howard ..................................... 716-982-2965
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028)..................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867) ..............Vacant
District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991).......................Jay Scott Friedman ....................................... 443-243-2260
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12995) .............William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765) ....................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903) ................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
District 17 (10819, 12274, 15519, 15960) ........James O. Alford ............................................ 864-595-0640
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472) ......................Joseph G. Nesbitt .......................................... 843-297-9873
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Vacant
Program Director ..............................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
ommunity Director............................................................................Ronald A Searl ....................................................... 864-915-0070
Family Director.................................................................................Thomas A. Holahan ............................................... 864-314-4444
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Michael A. Boncoddo ............................................ 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Michael P. Cousino ................................................ 843-507-1007
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tim Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Larry Papineau....................................................... 843-696-2165
Life Director......................................................................................Brian C. Greene ..................................................... 516-443-0625
Spiriual Director................................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Faith Director ....................................................................................Paul Pimental ......................................................... 864-423-6977
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ...........................................803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Guadalupe R. Jimenez ........................................... 843-338-9632
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Vacant
Newsletter/Bulletin Editor ................................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Vacant
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman..............................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Reulito P. Gonzalez................................................ 843-812-2974
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Vacant
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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