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March 2024
9 State Freethrow Competition, Columbia, SC

April 2024
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“What is Matrimony?”
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual Advisor
Greetings my Brother Knights and families!  I pray that you 
had a great Christmas and of course a joyous New Year Day!  
My wife and I certainly did!  Christmas with our son and 
his wife, along with our daughter and her husband and our 
6 grandchildren all in one place was especially nice!  The 
Christmas Eve Vigil at my Church was beautiful and full of 
music and singing!
On January 11th. (the date of this writing), my wife Sue and I 
will have celebrated our 49th. Wedding Anniversary!  We are so 
blessed!  If any of you, my Brothers and wives, are celebrat-
ing your Wedding Anniversary this month, congratulations to 
you!  Many blessings for you!
Now, to my topic.  Matrimony: Sacred Scripture begins with 
the creation and union of man and woman and ends with “the 
wedding feast of the Lamb.” (Rev. 19: 7, 9) Scripture often 
refers to marriage, its renewal in the covenant made by Jesus 
with His Church.  Man and woman were created for each other.
By their marriage, the couple witnesses Christ’s spousal love 
for the Church.  One of the Nuptial Blessings in the liturgical 
celebration of marriage refers to this in saying, “Father, you 
have made the union of man and wife (male and female) so 
holy a mystery that it symbolizes the marriage of Christ and 
the Church.
The Sacrament of Marriage is a covenant, which is more than 
a contract.  Covenant always expresses a relationship between 
people.  The marriage covenant refers to the relationship be-
tween the husband (male) and the wife (female), a permanent 
union of persons capable of knowing and loving each other 
and God. The celebration of marriage is also a liturgical act, 
appropriately held in a public liturgy at a Church.  Catholics 
are urged to celebrate their marriage within the Eucharistic 

Liturgy (Mass).  (L.V.)
Sometimes, the couple chooses to be wed outside of Mass 
in a Catholic Church, where a Deacon or Priest celebrates 
the wedding vows, etc.  And sometimes, a Catholic and a 
non-Catholic can be wed in the non-Catholics church and the 
wedding can be approved by the Diocese.
Why am I bringing up this topic?  Because I want you to 
know that this is the Doctrine of the Catholic Church.  Always 
was, always will be.  The Church’s teaching on marriage as 
a union of one man and one woman in lifelong fi delity and 
openness to children is not changed by The Doctrine of the 
Faith’s Declaration FIDUCIA SUPPLICANS-On the Pastoral 
Meaning of Blessings.  It is not a step toward the ratifi cation 
of same-sex unions nor a compromise of the Church’s teach-
ing on these irregular relationships.  It is a document on the 
nature of blessings and the pastoral use of giving informal, 
spontaneous blessings to individuals seeking to experience 
God’s healing love and grace in their lives.  Several statements 
from a number of Bishops have come out discussing this 
Declaration.  I suggest you refer to the USCCB website for 
more information on this DDF Declaration, and contact your 
local Pastor or Deacon for further information and discussion.
God is Good…All the Time!  Deacon Bob   
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From the State Deputy
Jeff rey Crouch

Protocol continued on page 5

Brother Knights,
We have made it through the fi rst half of 
the Fraternal Year. As I have said at many 
points in the last six months, the eff orts of 

the Knights of South Carolina in everything that we do have 
made it a very rewarding six months and I am proud to be 
able to claim to be one of these Knights!
This month also marks an administrative milestone. I would 
like to remind all Grand Knights and Faithful Navigators 
that prior to our meeting on February 3, 2024 in Columbia, 
Fraternal Surveys are due. Many have already been submitted 
and I commend those who got an early start! Also coming up 
are semi-annual audits as well as per capita and liability insur-
ance invoices. We will cover other important administrative 
tasks at our meeting.
 On January 6, 2024, Citizens for Life hosted the Proudly 
Pro-Life Rally and March led by the Knights of Columbus. I 
was proud to see many Knights from Councils all over South 
Carolina brave the weather to stand up for Life! Transfi gura-
tion Council 13713 in Blythewood, turned in a count of 55 
attendees that included Council Offi  cers, Knights, families, 
and parishioners. Year after year, Council 13713 has strived 
to set the bar, often surpassing their own expectations. Thank 
you to Grand Knight Richard LaVecchia and all of Council 
13713 for continuing to make this event a priority!
The next few months will be busy. Lent begins on February 
14, 2024. Many Councils have Fish Fry’s, Stations of the 
Cross, and other ministries to help others prepare for the 
Easter Season. In addition, we have Free Throw Tournaments, 
recruitment drives, Fraternal Benefi t Events, and our State 
Convention on April 5-7 in Spartanburg. While we will all be 
busy in our own way, let us remember that Lent is a season of 
preparation through penance and prayer. All of our works and 
eff orts are accomplished through Jesus Christ for the greater 
glory of God. Let us each give back to our Lord, by taking 
time to truly refl ect on sacrifi ce and our own inner conversion 
of heart as we seek to follow Christ’s will more faithfully.
I pray for continued success in all your programs, activities, 
and eff orts. Please reach out to your District Deputy for any 
assistance. Remember this weekend, to spend an extra fi ve 
minutes in prayer, and to ask a man to become a Knight. If 
done in the right order, there is no stopping us!
Semper Fidelis!

From the State Protocol 
Chairman
Richard A. Gabriel, PSD
Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:

Correspondence
With Council and Assembly installations coming up the fol-
lowing is provided as guidance for you to follow.
When corresponding with others, email is the most eff ective
and effi  cient means of communication. However, e-mail may
not be the most appropriate means of communication in all
circumstances. Sometimes typed memos or letters, on let-
terhead should be utilized and care should be taken to ensure
that the letter writer uses proper letter writing techniques.
E-mails also need to be handled with care. Offi  cers need to
make certain that their e-mail address is appropriate along with
the content contained within the e-mail. Sending an e-mail
does not ensure delivery to the intended recipient. E-mail is
cost eff ective and can be an easy way for councils or assem-
blies to communicate, but it is not a guarantee of participation.
E-mail, as with letters, need to be clearly stated
and have the main points separated. Make certain that e-mails
that contain confi dential information are not broadcast to a
large group. E-mails cannot replace the personal contact of
a phone call or personal conversation.
Modern means of social communications provide members of
the Knights of Columbus with powerful tools that can build
up your council by promoting its charitable mission and by
encouraging members to live out their Catholic faith. The
term “social communications” refers to, among other things,
the internet, the World Wide Web, and social media. The
term “social media” includes blogs and microblogs, social
networking sites, and picture and video sharing sites, such as
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Flickr, and YouTube.
Social communications should be used in a manner consistent
with Catholic values and principles of the Order. Members
who use social communications should carefully review and 
observe the Order’s Social Communications Guidelines and 
Policy, which can be found under the Social Communications 
tab on the Offi  cer’s Desk Reference located
in the Offi  cer’s Online at www.kofc.org. The Guidelines and
Policy applies to members and subordinate units of the Order
when they choose to identify themselves as members of the
Knights of Columbus or to discuss the work of the Knights
of Columbus using social communications. Members should
be aware that the Laws and offi  cial policies of the Knights
of Columbus apply to fraternal social communications as
they would in any other setting. The reputation of the Order
depends upon how members conduct themselves, both online
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Patriot’s Corner
Michael Allen, PSD, DM
Master, South Carolina District, 
DeSoto Province

FAITH, FAMILY & FINANCIAL SECURITY

                     Our Agency Web Site
http://kofcsc.org/The-Boni-Agency--Faith-Family-
and-Financial-Security

                 A Career Unlike Any Other
                      Career Testimonials
         Pax Domini Sit Semper Vobiscum

“If you don’t have the heart to forgive, then 
there’s no reason trying to fi ght for justice,”
The reason Christians are suddenly facing 
persecution is because the progressive values of the secu-
larists are based on individual preferences and not on any 
moral standards of behavior. Having no standards, such as 
the Church, allows people to do what pleases them regardless 
of the impact on others. The Book of Judges from the Bible 
shows us exactly what happens when people think that way. 
According to Judges 21:25, “In those days Israel had no 
king; everyone did as he saw fi t.” Without a standard for moral 
behavior a society will descend into chaos and destroy itself. 
Consequently, I believe that secularists do not want to have a 
standard of behavior, because that may not allow them to do 
what they choose to do. They do not want to be held account-
able to God or anyone else. So, they seek to have the Bible 
and Christian infl uence removed from our culture entirely.
There has never been a more urgent time to stand up for 
your Catholic Values and there has never been a better way 
to show how much you care or how willing you are to bring 
these values to the public arena. Fortunately, there is an easy 
way to do just that. Join the fourth degree of the Knights of 
Columbus. Next month, on the 10th of February there will 
be an exemplifi cation of the fourth degree at Corpus Christi 
Church in Lexington, South Carolina. Again, as in the past 
when we hold this degree at Corpus Christi, the Country 
Club of Lexington will pull out all the stops and provide an 
excellent meal. If you’re interested, see your Grand Knight, 
Navigator, or email me at districtmastersc@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 In case you haven’t heard the Fourth-Degree exemplifi cation 
is going through a metamorphosis and will soon be open to 
family and friends who can be with you from opening pro-
cession through the Knighting ceremony. This will be the 
last opportunity to say you took the degree in the old style. 
There will be an event planned for the ladies during this de-
gree. More exciting than this is the Honoree for this degree 
will be none other than Roosevelt Cummings, PSD, FDM, a 
man that has dedicated his life to the Knights of Columbus. 
It’s my pleasure to be able to say thank you for all he’s done 
for me personally and to the order. Very few Catholic men in 
South Carolina can say that their lives haven’t been aff ected 
by Roosevelt. Take your degree or just come out to honor 
Roosevelt, either way this will be a fantastic event.
Thanks so much for sticking up for what’s right and just.
803-397-7803
Thank you and God bless you!



The Palmetto State Bulletin 4 January 2024

Columbus HOPE Foundation
Mike Allen, PSD, FDM
President CHF

“We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.»
― Winston Churchill

Things I have learned in 2023 and things I look forward 
to in 2024……….
The big question on everyone’s mind is whether there 
will be an economic recession in 2024 and what will that 
mean for fundraising. Discerning the answer is com-
plicated by the mixed messages sent by fi nancial data. 
Remember: Charitable giving declines by an average of 
just 0.5% (after infl ation) during a recession. Nonprofi ts 
should err on the side of caution. Better to be wrong 
and raise more money than expected then to be overly 
optimistic and become insolvent.”
The Knights of Columbus still operates its digital fun-
draising at a level far below their potential, not just be-
cause of a lack of ideas or interest in being successful but 
because of mystifi cation about gift attribution, so we will 
focus on tracking metrics that are repeatable campaign to 
campaign rather than holding out for perfect attribution 
and tracking tools. 
During the pandemic, many nonprofi ts saw both an in-
crease in donors and an increase in average gifts among 
their existing donors. For whatever reason, these donors 
decided to give and to give generously. As donor acqui-
sition falls off , successful nonprofi ts will engage this 
section of their donor fi le in a way that drives lifetime 
value while maintaining year-over-year retention rates. 
Prediction: action is required now.
In such an ongoing and crowded marketplace for the 
charitable sector, boards will need to become more and 
more sophisticated to help their nonprofi ts through the 
myriad of challenges they face. This year on, we may see 
many organizations seek out more board members with 
diverse skill sets. For instance, nonprofi t board members 
may increasingly have backgrounds in areas like, legal, 
technology, digital marketing and more.” 
Donors today, particularly millennials, are more likely 
to give if they can see how their donation is making an 
impact. They want to relate to your cause and will be 
more likely to give if they can see how doing so will 
make a diff erence for a group they care about. Millen-
nials are less committed to specifi c organizations, and 

more committed to the causes they care about. 
This means your ask shouldn’t focus on you, it should 
focus on the lives of the people you’re helping. Stories 
translate well to social media. Younger donors are more 
likely to get involved if they see your message reinforced 
by their peers.” 
Historically, we have seen high-net-worth philanthropists 
receive recognition for their major gifts to nonprofi t 
organizations across various news platforms and social 
media. However, out of the nearly $160 billion in dona-
tions from individuals contributed in 2022, only 5% can 
be attributed to that donor base. This means that most 
donations made were from everyday individuals, who 
should also be considered philanthropists. 
“These everyday philanthropists have consistently 
provided many funds to nonprofi ts over the last several 
years, and that trend is only expected to continue. And, 
because of this, we will see more and more nonprofi ts 
publicly celebrate those donors and their gifts (regardless 
of their size) as well as engage with them in real-time — 
whether it be through social media or even their websites 
in the next year and those to come. By acknowledging 
these contributions and showing the impact they are hav-
ing on causes, nonprofi ts will be able to further engage 
everyday donors and ultimately create a steady funnel 
of donations that will enable them to sustain their work.
Message Personalization and Digitalization, donors 
appreciate when their giving history and preferences 
are recognized. With only so many hours in a day and 
large-dollar donations on the decline, it’s important for 
fundraisers to be supported with technologies that they 
can utilize to personalize communications to better se-
cure funding, relay mission impact, and gain supporters. 
More information about our future at the July 13, 2024 
“Drive Meeting” in Columbia
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STATE OFFICERS 

State Deputy ............................................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch. ........................................ 864-430-0938
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy. .................................................Paul V. Burchell, PSD  .................................. 803-983-5004
State Secretary ........................................................................J. Scott Friedman.......................................... 443-243-2260
State Treasurer  .......................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox ................................ 803-221-5934
State Advocate ........................................................................Richard Swain, PhD. .................................... 573-465-2402
State Warden  ..........................................................................Guadalupe Jimenez ....................................... 843-338-9632
District Master ........................................................................Daniel Barton, PSD ...................................... 843-367-1871
Vice Supreme Master. .............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent .........................................................Robert Boni, Jr. ............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - TGD. ......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES

District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713).. .......................................M. Eric Cannon............................................. 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (7122, 7531, 14892, 17824) .............................Thomas W. O’Donnell, Sr............................. 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062) .....................................................Craig S. Burgess  .......................................... 803-439-0468
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910)  ...............................Christopher J. Beumel.. ................................ 843-209-7475
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576). ..........................................Donald E. Thurlow, Jr. .................................. 864-275-7141
District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554,) ......................................Daniel P. Diaz  .............................................. 406-589-7843
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 9184, 12274, 13112) ...................William H. Larkin. ........................................ 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760)... ..............................Paul F. Setti, Jr. ............................................. 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) . .............................Bruce C. Hutchison ...................................... 803-577-6473
District No. 11 (3067, 5086, 8980, 11028)  ............................John H. Luse. ................................................ 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867). ...................................Vacant
District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991)  ...........................................Mark A. Phillips  ........................................... 843-209-4187
District 14 (6076, 9575, 10819, 12995, 15519)  .....................William E. Weiss, Jr. ..................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765) ..........................................James Carswell  ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 16903). ...............................................Paul C. LaRosa, III ....................................... 803-530-4310
District 17 (7129, 15960) ... ....................................................J. Christopher Pate  ....................................... 864-337-1707
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472). ...........................................Joseph G. Nesbitt. ......................................... 843-297-9873

and in person. Accordingly, members using social commu-
nications should remember that they are expected to conduct
themselves as Catholic gentlemen, which at a minimum re-
quires that any material posted online respect human dignity
and maintains a culture of respectful dialogue and friendship.
Correspondence should be addressed to the individual, using
his full, proper name (not his nickname), followed by his
proper title, whether he be a Knight of Columbus, a Priest or
a businessperson. If an individual has more than one title,
the highest-ranking title is always used. Names of civic and
religious individuals are prefi xed by such forms as His Ex-
cellency, The Honorable, Reverend Father, etc. Prefi x titles
of Mr., and Mrs. or Ms. are omitted when the individual
has another offi  cial title. If he has no title, Mr., Mrs., or Ms.
should always be used as a prefi x to his or her name. When
addressing an individual with an offi  cial title of an organiza-
tion,
the name of the organization should always be shown on the

next line.
In the event that you have a close working relationship with
any offi  cer, your letter need not be so formal. However, you
fi rst must acknowledge the offi  ce he holds. The salutation
would then be “Worthy Grand Knight and dear Brother Bill.”
The individual’s full proper name and title are always shown
on both the letter and the envelope.

Protocol continued from page 2
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Membership Director. .....................................................Brandon J. Chambers ............................ 843-224-3022
Evangelization and Faith Formation Director .................Alexander J. Kirby ................................ 843-607-3464
Ceremonials ....................................................................Ron Stanley ........................................... 864-415-9417
Program Director ............................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli ...................... 803-738-0862
Community Director .......................................................M. Eric Cannon  .................................... 803-479-5905
Family Director. ..............................................................James Carswell ..................................... 516-851-3675
Membership Retention Chairman. ..................................Michael A. Boncoddo ........................... 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman  ....................Paul V. Burchell, PSD ........................... 803-983-5004 
Online Membership Chairman ........................................Robert Boni ........................................... 843-824-5632
College Council Growth Coordinator .............................Paul Setti ............................................... 843-813-2713
Young Adult Outreach ....................................................Alexander J. Kirby  ............................... 843-607-3464
Vocations Chairman ........................................................Larry Papineau… .................................. 843-696-2165
Life Director.Life ............................................................Malcolm Brennan ..................................843-906-5511
Spiritual Director. ............................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox . ........................... 843-661-6057
Faith Director ..................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD, FDM ............... 803-397-7803
Public Relations ..............................................................David Hood ............................................843-814-1113
Insurance Promotion Chairman ......................................Robert Boni. .......................................... 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman. ..............................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM  ............. 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities. .......Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM ................. 803-397-7803 
Charities Board Chairman. ..............................................Paul Burchell, SD  ................................ 803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman  ...........................................J. Scott Friedman . ................................ 440-243-2260
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator ...........................Guadalupe R. Jimenez .......................... 843-338-9632
Ace Wings Chairman ......................................................John Flinn ............................................. 843-475-4756
Rosary Program Chairman ..............................................Patrick Noone ....................................... 704-534-2890
Newsletter/Bulletin Editor ..............................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD, FVSM, FDM 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference .......................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ........................... 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ............................Paul V. Burchell, PSD ........................... 803-983-5004
Father McGivney Guild  .................................................James Nettles, PSD, FDM ...................  843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman  .........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD . ......................... 843-797-6804
Disaster Response Coordinator... ....................................Greg Scheuer. ........................................ 803-210-7272
Young Adult Outreach.. ..................................................Alexander J. Kirby  ............................... 843-607-3464
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest  ...............................Joseph W. Friend  .................................. 843-269-2574
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman  ......M. Eric Cannon ..................................... 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman ............................................M. Eric Cannon  .................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman  ..........................................Reulito P. Gonzalez. .............................. 843-812-2974 
Round Table Chairman . .................................................Paul V. Burchell, PSD ........................... 803-983-5004
State Trainer. ...................................................................Daniel E. Barton, PSD .......................... 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman ................................Patrick Noone ..................................... 704-534-2890 t
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